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PREFACE 

Vietnamese Familiarization Course provides an, introduction to the 
Vietnamese language as it is spoken in South Vietnam. The most basic 

structural patterns of the lan,guage have been introduced along with 

vocabulary that is generally useful for Americans in Vietnam. 

While this course is designed for classroom use, special attention 

has been given both in the text an,d in the tape recordings to make it as 

useful as possible for self-instructional use. 

The Vietnamese material in this course was provided by Nguyen
Hy-Quang, in consultation with other members of the Vietnamese staff of 
the F oreign Service lnstitute. The linguist-in-charge was Eleanor H. 

] orden, Chairman, of the Department of East Asian Languages. 
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INTRODUCTION 

This volume contains twelve lessons, alI of which have 

the sarne basic pattern and involve the sarne procedures. 

Each lesson requires many hours of study, in class and/or 

with recordings of the Vietnamese material. 

The method underlying these lessons is guided imitation; 

the aim is automaticity. Ideally, there are two teachers: 

under the supervision of a scientific linguist, who talks 

ABOUT Vietnamese, the student learns to speak the language 

in direct imitation of a tutor who is a native speaker of 

Vietnarnese. The tutor drills on the Vietnamese in the text, 

providing an authentic model for the student to imitate. 

Statements on how the language is manipulated are included 

in the explanatory notes in the text, which may be supple

mented, if necessary, by further discussions on the part 

of the linguist. As a supplement to class hours with a 

tutor - or even, if necessary, as a replacement for them -

students work with tape recordings which approximate the 

classroom situation. 

Language learning is overlearning. Through memoriza

tion of whole utterances, and substitution within and mani

pulation of these utterances, a student achieves the fluency 

and automaticity that are necessary for control of a language. 

Language learning involves acquiring a new set of habits, 

and habits m~st be automatic. Just as the experienced 

driver performs the mechanics of driving unconsciously -

turning on the engine, shifting gears, applying the brakes, 

etc. - and concentrates on where he is going, so the fluent 

speaker of a language is concerned with what he is saying 

rather than the mechanics of how he is saying it. 

The student should note the following general sugges

tions and warnings: 
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ALWAYS USE NORMAL SPEED. Do not permit yourself to 

speak more slowly than your tutor, and do not ask him to 

speak more slowly than is natural for him. The ability to 

understand slow, deliberate speech never heard outside of 

a classroom is of little practical value. The aim of the 

student should be to learn Vietnamese as it is spoken by 

the Vietnamese - not an artificial classroom dialect. 

DRILL HOURS WITH A NATIVE TUTOR SHOULD BE CONDUCTED 

ENTIRELY lN VIETNAMESE FROM THE FIRST DAY. A class which 
fluctuates between Vietnamese and English, where valuable 

repetition and drill aimed at developing fluency are con

stantly interrupted by English questions and comments, 

never achieves the desired results. It is recommended that 

a specific time be designated as discussion period and 

that interruption of drill at other times be avoided. A 

tutor who has not had technical linguistic training should 

not attempt technical explanations about Vietnamese. These 

are provided by the explanatory notes in the book and/or 

the scientific linguist. 

REVIEW CONSTANTLY. DO NOT GO AHEAD TOO RAPIDLY. 
Remember that each new lesson presupposes thorough mastery 

of what has gone before. 

Do not assume that the patterns of Vietnamese will 

resemble those of English, or that distinctions made in 

English will be present in Vietnamese. EXPECT DIFFERENCES 

AND BE SURPRISED AT SIMILARITIES. 

Remember that USAGE - NOT LOGIC - DETERMINES WHAT IS 
ACCEPTED lN A LANGUAGE. A native speaker is the final 

judge of whether or not an utterance is acceptable in his 

dialect. Differences of dialect, of course, cause fre-

quent disagreement among native speakers. Not alI dialect 

differences are geographical; many are social and educational. 
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PROCEDURES 

1. Basic Dialogues 

Each of the twelve lessons begins with a Basic Dialogue 

which forms the core of the lesson. A student controls 

a lesson to the extent to which he has learned the dialogue 

by heart. Thorough memorization of the dialogue means 

thorough mastery of the text. Memorization is achieved by 

direct imitation or the native tutor in class, and/or by 

repeated use of tapes in the laboratory or at home. 

Basic Dialogues are presented with their English equi

valents. Numbered utterances in the dialogues are basic 

sentences. New words or phrases occurring in a basic 

sentence for the first time are listed separately, immediately 

before the sentence, as breakdow.ns. They are indented and 

not numbered. 

2. Notes 

Following the Basic Dialogue are N.oTES, which include 

brief discussions of new patterns introduced in the Basic 

Dialogue and assorted infor.mation on specific sentences. 

The numbering of these notes corresponds to that of the 

sentences. These notes are to be read outside or class 

after the Basic Dialogue has been introduced, but before 

proceeding to the drills. 

In the Notes, the procedure has been to introduce only 

material which will be or immediate, practical use to a 

beginning student. No attempt is made to present the full 

scientific analysis of Vietnamese on which the lessons 

are based; rather, explanations are provided which will 

be useful within the framework of the Vietnamese material 

being studied. 
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3. Drills 

There are five basic kinds of drill in these lessons, 

each having a special purpose. However, the aim of alI 

drills is the overall aim of the course: to develop fluency 

and automati~ity. Drills are to be performed in class 

with a tutor, and/or in the laboratory or at home with 

tapes. Drills have been mastered only when students are 

able to do them accurately with their books closed. 

a. Substitution Drills 

The tutor gives a pattern sentence which the 

student repeats. lmmediately the tutor gives a 

word or phrase (called a ~) which the student 

substitutes appropriately in the original sentence. 

The tutor follows immediately with a new cue. 

Example (English substitution drill): 

Tutor Where did you put my book? 

Student: Where did you put my book? 

Tutor pen 

Student: Where did you put my pen? 

Tutor dictionary 

Student: Where did you put my dictionary? 

etc. 
ln more complicated substitution drills, 

there may be several substitution items (a compound 

~) for each new sentence; or the successive 

cues may have to be substituted in different parts 

of the sentence; or the cue may require changes in 

the pattern sentence. 
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b. 

Substitution drills are printed in two 

columns, with English equivalents on the left and 

drill sentences on the right. A drill that looks 

like this: 

1. Dôn' t buy that. Dling mua 
, . 

cal dó. 
2. eat an 
3. drink ~ uong 

is to be drilled: 

Tutor Dling mua 
, . 

cal dó. 
Student: " , . dó. Dung mua cal 

Tutor an 
Student: " , . dó. DUng an cal 

Tutor ~ 

uong 

Student: " ~ , . dó. DUng uong cal 

Transforrnation Drills 

Here, on the basis of the first example at 

the beginning of the drill, the student is required 

to perform parallel manipulation on a series of 

utterances by the tutor. For example, he may be 

required to change each of the tutor's utterances 

to the corresponding negative, or the corresponding 

question,. etc. 

Transformation Drills are printed in two 

co1umns, with the tutor's utterances on the left 

and the student 1 s responses on the right, alI with 

an English equivalente 

c. Response Dri11s 

On the basis of the first example occurring 

at the beginning of the drill, the student provides 
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an exactly parallel response to a series of questions 

or remarks by the tutor. 

Like Transformation Drills, Response Drills 

are printed in two columns, with the tutorls utter

ances on the left and the student's responses on 

the right, all with an English equivalente ln 

cases requiring a respon~e cue ~rom the tutor, 

this is given between virgules immediately follow

ing the tutor's utterances. 

Example (English response drill): 

Tutor: What did you buy? 

la bookl 

What did you borrow? 

la pencill 

etc. 

d. Expansion Drills 

student: I bought a 

book. 

I borrowed a 

pencil. 

The student expands a pattern sentence accord

ing to the model provided by the first example in 

the drill. For such drills, the tutor's pattern 

sentences and cues (marked off with virgules) are 

in the left column, and the student's responses in 

the right column, alI with an EngIish equivalente 

e. Combination Drills 

The student combines a pair of utterances 

into a single utterance, on the basis of the model 

provided by the first example in the drill. 

This kind of drill is also printed in two 

columns, with the tutor's utterances on the left 

and the studentrs responses on the right, all with 

an English equivalente 
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Drills are not meant to be grammatical puzzles for trick

ing the student; they are intended to develop fluency. The 

pace of alI drills should be rapid. A student has mastered a 

drill only when he can provide the required oral responses 

promptly, fluently, and without reference to his textbook. 

4. Exercises 

The final section of each lesson contains suggestions 

for additional practice appropriate to each lesson. These 

exercises should be performed orally. Only the student who 

is abIe to do them fluently and accurately is ready to 

proceed to the next lesson. 

TAPES 

The tape series which accompanies these lessons 

includes all Basic Dialogues and Drills. 

1. Basic Dialogues 

Dialogues are taught by tape according to the follow

ing steps: 

(1) Listening. 

(2) Memorizing by repetition of breakdowns and whole 

sentences. 

(3) Developing fluency by additional repetition of 

whole sentences. 

(4) Participating by as suming , in turn, different 

roles in the dialogue. 

(5) Confirming comprehension by re-listening. 

2. Drills 

Drills are recorded according to the following steps: 
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(1) Listening. 

(2) Farniliarization through repetition. 

(3) Participation, by performing the required mani

pu1ation. During this step, the student's utter

ances are confirmed (or corrected) on the tape 

immediately fol1owing the space provided for his 

participation. 

SPEClAL SYMBOLS 

1. (), [ ] 

ln a Vietnarnese sequence, material enclosed in paren

theses ( ) may be omitted. Thus a(b) means that ab and 

a both occur in the given context with approximately the 

sarne meaning. Both the short and longer sequences should 

be dril1ed by the student. 

Square brackets [ ] in the English equivalent of a 

Vietnamese sequence enc10se material which is needed for 

natural English but does not correspond to anything in the 

Vietnamese sequence. Converse1y, parentheses ( ) in the 

English equivalent enclos-e explanatory material or something 

literal1y translated from the Vietnamese (indicated by 

'lit.') which is not needed in the English. Compare: 

A 11 A 

Ong mua â dau? 'Where did you buy [it]?' 

chào ông. 'HelIo (you).' 

ln the first sentence, 'it' is needed for natural 

English'but does not correspond to anything in the Viet

namese. 'You' in the second sentence corresponds to 

something in the Vietnamese that would not occur in the 

natural English equivalente 
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2. Superscript Letters 

Superscript letters ~, ~, ~, and r are used to limit 

the meanings or certain English words in order to make them 

cor~espond more closely to their Vietnamese equivalents. 

They have the rollowing meanings: 

Examples: 

m rerers to a man 

w rerers to a woman 

g rerers to a girl 

r is ramiliar 

m.r - rerers to a man, ramiliarly 

w.r - rerers to a woman, ramiliarly 

Ông di không? 

chão bà. 

cám dn anh. 

'Are youm going?' 

'HelIo (you w) • ' 

f Thank m.r t you • 
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1. 

2. 

m 1 HelIo (you ). 

m 
Are you well? 

m m HelIo (you)o How are you ? 

Fine. 

m Thank you • 

And yoU
m

? 

LESSON 1 

BASIC DIALOGUE 

Mr. Hai 

chão ông. 

Mr. Smith 

Ông manh gi6i không? . 
chão ông. Ông m~nh gi6i không? 

Mr. Hai 

D~ m~nh. 

cárn dn ông. 

Con ông? 

30 Fine, thank youm
o 

m And you ? D~ m~nh, cám dn ông. Con ông? 

Mr. Smith 

40 I'm fine (too)o D~ tôi cüng m~nh. 

ISuperscript letters ~, ~, ~, and ! are used to limit the meanings of certain 
English words in order to make them correspond more closely to their Vietnamese 
equivalents. They have the following meanings: 

m - refers to a man f - is familiar 
w - refers to a woman m.f - refers to a man, farniliarly 
g - refers to a girl w.f - refers to a woman, farniliarly 

Parentheses in an English equivalent enclose explanatory material or something 
literally translated from the Vietnarnese which is not needed in the English. 
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NOTES 

(Numbers refer to sentence numbers in the Basic Dialogue o ) 

1,20 Qhào occurs both as an expression of greeting and of farewell. 

1,2,3. Ông is a formal word that refers to men only. Similarly, bà refers to married women 

and/or older women, and cô to girls and young, unmarried women. Anh is a familiar 

term, used in reference to young men, men who are close friends, or men who serve as 

drivers, porters, laborers, etc o The corresponding familiar term for young girls and 

women who are close friends, and for women who serve as waitresses, maids, saleswomen, 

etc. is ch~o However, neither anh nor ch~ is used in reference to elderly people. 

Ông, bà, cô, anh and ch~ are alI made plural when preceded by các. They alI may occur 

followed immediately by a proper name. Thus: ông Hãi 'Mr. Hai'; bà Phudng 'Mrs. 

Phuong'; cô Liên 'Miss Lien'; anh Ch[n 'Chan'; ch~ Huê 'Miss/Mrs. Hue'. 

3,40 ~~ is an indication of politeness and respect. Often its occurrence softens an otherwise 

abrupt statement. It regularly occurs at the beginning of a sentence. 

2,3,4. 

4. 

M~nh 'is strong', 'is healthy', 'is vigorous' occurs alone, or together with gibi 'is 

good', in reference to a person's well-being. For example, alI the following are 

common replies to the question "How are yoU?". 

CUng: Compare: 

and: 

a o ( D~ ) 1 m~nh. ' Fine. ' 

b. ( D~) m~nh gi6i. ' Fine. ' 

c. (D~) tôi m~nh. 'I'm fine.' 

Tôi manh. 'I 'm fine.' 

Tôi cUng m~h. 'I'm fine 
=-== ' too. ' ==== 

ln this use, cUng means 'too', 'also' in reference to the subject tôi 'I'. 

lThe use of parentheses around anything in Vietnamese means that the enclosed word (s) 
may be omitted. 
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DRILLS 

A. Substitution Drill 

m " " 1. Hello (you) Chao ong 

w " 2. (you ) ba 

3. (youg ) cô 

4. (youm• f ) anh 

50 (yoUW
•

f
) ch~ 

B. Substitution Drill 

( m ) " ,,, 1. Hello you -plural Chao cac ong 

( W ) , " 2. you -plural cac ba 

3. (youg-Plural) các cô 

4 ( m. f ) , 
o you -plural cac anh 

50 (youW.f-Plural) các ch~ 

c. Substitution Drill 

m " h" 'l" kh" 1. How are you ? Ong man glol ong? 

W " 2. you Ba 

3. youg I Cô 

4 m f 
o you • I Anh 

é w.f Ch" ~o you 1 
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D. Substitution Drill 

1. Thank 

2. 

3. 

4. 
5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10 0 

youm 

w you 

youg 

youm.f' 

w.f' you 
m you -plural 

w you -plural 

youg-plural 

m.f' 1 1 you -p ura 

w.f' 1 you -plura 

E. Substitution Drill 

lo 

2. 

3. 

40 
50 

I 1m f'ine, thank youm 

youw 

youg 

youm.f' 

youw.f' 

m And I you ? 

w you 

youg 

m.f' you 

youw.f' 

cá.m. dn I " ong 

bã 

" co 

anh 

chi 

các ông 

các bã 
, 

" cac co 

các anh 

các chi . 

Da m~nh, cá.m. dn " Con " ? ong ong 

bã bã 

" " co co 

anh anh 

chi chi . 
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F. Substitution Drill 

1. HelIo, Mr. Hai How are I youm 
? chão ông Hài Ông I m~nh gi6i không? 

2. Mrs. Phuong w 
bà Phl.idng Bà you 

3. Miss Lien youg 
cô Liên Cô 

4. I Chan youm.f' anh Ch[n I Anh 

5. I Miss/Mrs. Hue you w.f' chi Huê Chi . 
6. I Mr. Long m 

ông Long ông you 

7. I Kim I m. f' you anh Kim Anh 
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EXERCISES 

Practice the Basic Dialogue with the following variations: 

(a) Assume the role of Mr. Hai and converse with: 

(1) Ông Phudng 

( 2) Bà Long 

( 3) Cô Liên 

(4 ) Anh Chân 

(5) Chi Huê 

(b) Assume the role of Mr. Smith and converse with: 

(1) Ông Kim 

(2) Bà Liên 

( 3) Cô Huê 

(4) Anh Hai 
(5) Cht Phudng 
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1. Excuse me (sir). 

20 

3. 

be named or name 

be named what? 

What is your
m 

name? (Lit. 

Youm are named what?) 

I 

My name is (lit o 

John Smi th-:-r-

shew 

I am named) 

4. And what is her
w 

name? (Lit o 

And she
w 

is named what?) 

5. Her
w 

name is Phuong o (Lito 

She
w 

is named Phuong.) 

LESSON 2 

BASIC DIALOGUE 

Mr. Hai 

Mr. Smith 

Mr. Hai 

Mr. Smith 

1Each student shou1d substitute his own name here. 

• 'X. A 

Xln 10l ong. 

tên 

A '\ 

ten gl? 

Ông tên gl? 

tôi 

A. A hn . h 1 TOl ten Jo Smlt. 

bà ãy 

, ,,.( A '\ 

Con ba ay ten gl? 

Da bà ãy tên Phudng. 
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NOTES 

1. Xin 13i '[1]1 beg your pardon', 'please excuse me' occurs both with and without ông, 

bà, cô, etc. indicating the person addressed. -- --
2. 

4. 

Ông tên gi? is a very direct and rather abrupt way of asking someone's name. However, 

the use of Xin l&i ông (Sentence 1) preceding it, has a softening effect. 

, ,.( 

Ba ay 'shew, Note also: 
m 

Â ,.( 

ong ay 
m Â,.( 

lhe " co ay , sheg " anh a.y 'hem• f , ch~ a.y 'shew• f , 

các ông a.y 'they " etc. 

càn 'and' connects coordinate sentences and clauses. Thus: 

D~ m~nh, cám dn ông. 

'Fine, thank you
m

• 

càn ông? 
m And you ?' 

Tôi tên Smith, càn bà a.y tên Phudng. 

'My name is Smith, and her name is Phuong.' 

lsquare brackets in the English equivalent of a Vietnamese sequence enclose material 

which is needed for natural English but does not correspond to anything in the 

Vietnamese sequence. 
8 
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DRILLS 

Ao Substitution Dri11 

1. Excuse me, I sir L Xin 1ôi '" ong 

20 miss '" co 

3. madam bà 

4. gent1emen các ông 

5. gir1s các cô 

6. 1adies các bà 

7. (Province Chief) ông Tinh-TruOng 

8. (District Chief) '" '" li ong Qu~n-Tru6'ng 

E. Substitution Dri11 

1. What is m your name? Ông I tên gl? 

2. w Bà your 

3. yourg 
Cô 

4. m f your • I Anh 

5. your w.f Chi . 
6. h. m lS Ông ãy 

7. her w Bà ãy 

8. herg 
Cô â.y 

90 the Province Chief's Ông Tlnh-Trudng 

10 0 the District Chief's Ông Qu~n-Trubng 
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C. Substitution Drill 

1. My name is 1 And what is yourm name? Tôi tên 1 C' '" I (tên gl)? on ong 

20 My name is And what is your 
w 

name? bà 

3. My name is And what is yourg name? '" co 

4. My name is And what is hism name? '" ,.( 

ong ay 

5. My name is And what is her w , ,.( 

name? ba ay 

6. My name is And what is herg name? '" ,.( co ay 

7. My name is And what are your names, các ông 
gentlemen? 

8. My name is And what are your names, các bà 
ladies? 

9. My name is And what are your names, các cô 
girls? 

10. My name is And what is the Province '" " ong Tlnh-
Chief's name? '2 Truâng 

11. My name is And what is the District ông Qu~n-
Chief's name? '2 Truang 

lEach student should substitute his own name here. 
10 



D. ResEonse Drill 

1. 
......c ~ , 

Ba ay ten gl? /PhUdng/ D~ bà &y tên Phudng. 

What is her W narne? Rer W name is Phuong. 

2. 
~ ...c ~ , 
Ong ay ten gl? /Rài/ " ...c ~ II o 

D~ ong ay ten Ral. 

What is hism narne? R O m o R o lS name lS ale 
A,.( A '\. 

/Liên/ D~ cô ãy tên Liên. 3. Co ay ten gl? 

What is herg narne? Rerg narne is Lien. 

4. h o...c " , C ~ ay ten gl? /Rue/ h°...c t" ...c D~ c ~ ay en Rue. 

What is herw.~ name? Rerw• r narne is Rue • 

5. ...c " , Anh ay ten gl? /Long/ ...c " 
D~ anh ay ten Long. 

What is hism• r narne? R O m.r o L lS name lS ong. 

6. " " II '" , Ong Qu~-Truang ten gl? /Kim/ D~ ông Quªn-Tru&.ng tên Kim. 

What is the District Chier's name? The District Chier's name is Kim. 

7. Ông Tlnh-Tru&ng tên gl? 
-;: 

/Chan/ 
#"J 

,,~ II " '" 
D~ ong Tlnh-Trudng ten Chan. 

What is the Province Chier's name? The Province Chier's narne is Chano 

11 



E. Expansion Dri11 

1. Â ,( " Ong ay ten Phudng. 
A ,( A 

Ong ay ten Phudng, con tôi tên 1 

Hism name is Phuong. His m name is Phuong, and my name is 1 

2. "A A • A Ba ay ten Llen. ,;< A ." Ba ay ten Llen, con tôi tên 

Her W name is Lien. Her W name is Lien, and my name is 

3. 
A,( A '2 • Co ay ten Hal. A,( A '2 • Co ay ten Hal, con tôi tên 

Herg name is Hai. Herg name is Hai, and my name is 

4. ,( A • 

Anh ay ten Klm. Anh ay tên Kim, con tôi tên 

H· m.i' . K· lS name lS lm. H· mof . K· lS name lS lm, and my name is 

5. Cht ay tên Hue. Cht gy tên Hue, con tôi tên 

Herw•f name is Hue. Herw.f' name is Hue, and my name is 
"'" 

,.., 
6. ô ~ '2 A A ng Tlnh-Truang ten Chan. ông Tlnh-Trubng tên Chân, con tôi tên 

The Province Chief'rs name The Province Chief's name is Chan, and my 
is Chan. name is 

7. A A '2 A 

Ong Qu~n-TruOhg ten Long. ông Qu~n-Tru&ng tên Long, con tôi tên 

The District Chief's name The District Chief's name is Long, and my name 
is Long. is 

lEach student shou1d substitute his own name here. 
12 



F. Response Dri11 

1. ông ãy tên Long. /anh/ 

Hism name is Long. 

2. Cô ã y tên Phudng. /bà/ 

Herg name is Phuong. 

3. Anh ãy tên Hai. /ch~/ 

H " m.~ "H " lS name lS al. 

4. Bà .ay tên Kim. /ông/ 

H W "K" er name lS 1m. 

5. Chi ay tên Hue. /cô/ 

H w.~ "H er name lS ue. 

6. ông ay tên Chân. /anh/ 

Hism name is Chan. 

7. Bà ay tên Longo /ông/ 

Her
w 

name is Long. 

8. ông Qu~n-Tru&.ng tên Kimo /ch~/ 

The District Chie~fs name is Kim. 

9. Anh ay tên Hai. /cô/ 

H " m.~ "H " lS name lS alo 

,.( '" '" Anh ay cung ten Long. 

H " m.~ "L t lS name lS ong, 00. 
==== 

Bà ã y cting tên Phudng. 

Herw name is Phuong, too. 

Ch~ ãy cting tên Hai. 

Herw.~ name is Hai, too. 

ông ãy cling tên Kim. 

H" m "K" t lS name lS 1m, 00. 

A,..( ,.... A ;.( 

Co ay cung ten Hue. 

Herg name is Hue, too. 

" ...... " 'X Anh ay cung ten Chan. 

H" m.~ "Ch t lS name lS an, 00. 

ông ay cling tên Long. 

H " m "L lS name lS ong, too. 

Chi ay cling tên Kim. 

Herw.~ name is Kim, too o 

A;.( ,..., " ~ • Co ay cung ten Hal. 

Herg name is Hai, too. 

13 



G. ResEonse Dri11 

1. Anh ay tên Long. /bà Phuo'ng/ 
" ,,,.( A 

D~ con ba ay ten Phuo'ng. 

HO m.f o L And her w 
name is Phuong. lS name lS ong. 

2. 
~".( A ~ 

Co ay ten Hai. /ông Hài/ 
" ,,( rW A 2. 

D~ ong ay cung ten Ral. 

Herg name is Rai. RO m o R o t lS name lS al, 00. 

3. 6ng ay tên Kim. /ch~ Kim/ D~ ch~ ay CÜllg tên Kim. 

HO m o KO lS name lS 1m. R w.f o KO er name lS 1m, too. 

4. ",( A .,.., 

Ba ay ten Llen. /cô Huê/ ' A;< " ,t 
D~ con co ay ten Rue. 

Her 
w 

name is Lien. And herg name is Rue o 

5. Ch~ ay tên Phuo'ngo / anh Phuo'ng/ D~ anh ay CÜllg tên Phuo'ng. 

H w.f o Ph HO m. f o Ph t er name lS uong. lS name lS uong, 00. 
= 

6. 6ng ay tên Long. /bà Kim/ D~ con bà ay tên Kim. 

HO m o L And her 
w 

name is Kim. lS name lS ong o 

70 Cô ây tên Liên. /ch~ Liên/ D~ ch~ ay CÜllg tên Liên. 

Herg name is Lieno R wof o LO t er name lS len, 00. 

8. ,( '" Anh ay ten Longo /ông Ch~n/ D~ con ông ay tên Chân. 

HO m.f o L lS name lS ong. And hism name is Chan. 

14 



EXERCISES 

Practice the Basic Dialogue with the following variations: 

(a) Assume the role of Mr. Hai and converse with: 

(1 ) Ông Long 

( 2) Bà Kim 

( 3) cê Liên 

( 4) Anh Ch~n 

( 5) 
. ,( 

Ch~ Hue 

(b) Vary the person inquired about in Sentence 4, as well as his (or her) name o 

15 



LESSON 3 

BASIC DIALOGUE 

1. Excuse me, (sir)o 

2. 

1 matches 

there are matches 1 

are there matches?l 

2 Do you have a match? 

there aren't [any] matches1 

I don't have [any] matches 1 

3. No. (I don't have a match). 

Mr. Smi th 

Mro Phuong 

(pointing) 

that direction or over there 

matches1 are in that direction 

matches1 are in that direction, 
in sight 

40 There are matches1 (located) right over 
there. 

lMay also be singular 

Xin 16i ông. 

h9P qu~t 

có h9P qu~t 

có h9P qu~t không? 

Ông có h9P qu~t không? 

không có h?p qu~t 

tôi không có h9P qu~t 

D~ khôngo (Tôi không có h9P qu~t). 

dãng kia 

h9P qu~t & dãng kia 

h?p qu~t & dãng kia kla 

Có h?p qu~t & dãng kia kla. 

2From this point on, 'you' as an equiva1ent of ông, bà, cô, etco wi11 not be distinguished 
by superscript 1etters ~, ~, &, etco -- --

16 



Mr. Smith 

5. Oh, thank you. ~, cám dn ông. 

Mr. Phuong 

6. It's nothing or You're we1come. D~ không có gl. 

17 



NOTES 

2,3,4. Có belongs to a class of words which will hereafter be called VERBALS. Without a 

preceding subject (either stated or implied), it refers to general existence: 

Có h?p qu~t. 'There are matches.' 

With a subject, có means 'have': 

Tôi có h9P qu~t. 'I have matches.' 

Ông Hài cÜllg có h9P qu~t. 'Mr. Hai has matches, too.' 

When preceded by không, a verbal becomes negative: 

Không có h9P qu~t. 'There aren't any matches.' 

Tôi không có h9P qu~t. 'I don't have any matches.' 

Ông Hài cting không có h9P qu~t. 'Mr. Hai doesn't have any matches, either.' 

2. Statement -rkhông = corresponding question (i.e. a yes-or-no question). Compare: 
~ ~ , A 

Ong ay co h?p qu~t. 'He has matches.' 
~ Á , A A 

and: Ong ay co h?p qu~t khong? 'Does he have matches?' 

Also: 

and: 

Có h?p qu~t. 'There are matches.' 

Có h?p qu~t không? 'Are there matches?' 

The short affirmative answer to such questions is the verbal which occurred in the 

question (in this case có), with or without preceding d~; and the short negative 

answer is không, with or without preceding d~. 

Ông có h?p qu~t không? 'Do you have a match?' 

(D~) có. 'Yes.' (Lit. 'Have.') 

(D~) không. 'No.' 

40 Kla, following dãng kia 'over there', indicates a range within sight, similar to 

English 'right over there'. 
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A. 

DRILLS1 

Substitution Drill 

1. Do you have I a match ? 

2. a eigarette 

Ông eó hªp qu~t I không? 

thuoe 

3. [any] money ti~n 

4. a wateh (~ eloek) '" '" dong-ho 

5. a newspaper báo 

60 a dietionary t .~ u-dlen . 
70 a pen viet 

8. a peneil .-< '\ 
viet ehl 

9. a vehiele xe 

10 0 I a gun 

11. [any] f'ood 

súng 

'" do an 

12. [any] drinking water nude uong 

130 [any] (milled) riee g~o 

l The Vietnamese sentenees in these drills do not distinguish singularity versus 
plurality of' the nouns. Thus, another equivalent of' the f'irst sentenee would be 
'Do you have any matehes?' 
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B. Transformation Dri11 

1. cá h?p qu~t. 

There are [some] matches. 

2. cá ti~n. 

There is rsome] money. 

3. cá d~ an. 

There is [some] food. 

4. cá thuóc. 

There are [some] cigarettes. 

5 ' , ,c • Co nlidc uong. 

There is rsome] drinking water. 

6. cá súng. 

There are [some] guns. 

7 o cá xe. 

There are [some] vehic1es. 

8. cá gt;t0. 

There is [some] rice. 
, ')." ')." 

90 Co dong-ho. 

There is a watch (~ clock). 

cá h?p qu~t không? 

Are there [any] matches? 

'.'" A Co tlen khong? 

Is there [any] money? 
, ')." .... 

Co do an khong? 

Is there [any] food? 

cá thuóc không? 

Are there [any] cigarettes? 
, ,,c .... 

Co nlidc uong khong? 

Is there [any] drinking water? 

cá súng không? 

Are there [any] guns? 

cá xe không? 

Are there [any] vehic1es? 

cá gt;to không? 

Is there [any] rice? 
, ')." ')." A 

Co dong-ho khong? 

Is there a watch (~ clock)? 

20 



c. Transformation Dri11 

1. Có h9P qu~t. 

There ~re [some] matches. 

2. Có ti~n. 

There is [some] money. 

3. Có xe. 

There are [some] vehic1es. 

4. Có nudc uong. 

There is [some] drinking water. 

5. Có thuoc. 

There are [some] cigarettes. 

6. Có d~ 811. 

There is [some] foodo 

7. Có g~o" 

There is [some] riceo 

8 0 Có súng. 

There are [some] guns" 
, .".( , 

9. Co viet Chl. 

There are [some] penci1s. 

Không có h9P qu~t. 

There aren't [any] matches. 

A '. '" Khong co tlen. 

There isn't [any] money. 

Không có xe. 

There aren't {any] vehic1es. 

Không có nudc uong. 

There isn't [any] drinking water. 

'" , ;.( 

Khong co thuoc. 

There aren't [any] cigarettes. 

Không có d~ arr. 

There isn't [any] food. 

Không có g~o. 

There isn't [any] rice. 

Không có súng. 

There aren't [any] guns. 

A '. ,r( '\ Khong co vlet Chl. 

There aren't [any] penci1s. 
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D. ResEonse Dri11 

1. Có h?p qu~t không? Da không (có hôp quet). . .. 
Are there [any] matches? No. (There aren't [any] matches.) 

2. Có báo không? D~ không (có báo). 

Are there [any] newspapers? No. (There aren't [any] newspapers.) 

3. 
,,... '" 

Co do ãn khong? D~ không (có d~ ãn). 

Is there [any] food? No. (There isn't [any] food.) 

4. Có sÚTlg không? D~ không (có súng). 

Are there [any] guns? No. (There aren' t [ any] gun s. ) 

5. Có g~o không? D~ không (có g~o). 

Is there [any] rice? No. (There isn't [any] rice.) 

6. ' ,,.( '" Co nudc uong khong? D~ không (có nudc uong). 

Is there [any] drinking water? No. (There isn't [any] drinking water.) 
"l ? 

7. Có t~-diên không? Da không (có tU-diên). . . 
Are there [any] dictionaries? No. (There aren' t [any] dictionaries.) 

8 0 Có viet không? D~ không (có viet). 

Are there [any] pens? No. (There aren't [any] pens.) 

9. 
,,,,, ,... " 

Co dong-ho khong? 
" ,,,,, ,... ) 

D~ khong (co dong-ho • 

Are there [any] watches (~ No. (There aren' t [any] watches (~ 
c1ocks)? c1ocks) • 
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E. Response Dri11 

1. cá h?p qu~t không? D~ cá (h?p qu~t). 

Are there [any] matches? Yes. (There are matches.) 

2. ' ;( Â Co thuoc khong? Da có (thuoc). 

Are there [any] cigarettes? Yes. (There are cigarettes.) 

3. 
, ').. Â 

Co tien khong? , ( . ').. ) 
D~ co tlen. 

Is there [any] money? Yes. (There is money.) 

4. Có báo không? D~ có (báo). 

Are there [any] newspapers? Yes. (There are newspapers.) 

5. ' • A 1 "'" Co vlet Chl khong? , (.;( h') ~ co vlet c l • 

Are there [any] penci1s? Yes. (There are pencils.) 

6. Có xe không? D~ có (xe). 

Are there [any] vehic1es? Yes. (There are vehicles.) 

7. ' ').. '" Co do an khong? D~ c ó (d~ ãn). 

Is there [any] food? Yes. (There is food.) 

8. cá gf:!-o không? Df:!- cá (gf:!-0). 

Is there [any] rice? Yes. (There is rice.) 

9. cá sÚIlg không? D~ có (súng). 

Are there [any] guns? Yes. (There are guns.) 
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F. Transformation pri11 

1. Có h?p qu~t không? Ông có h?p qu~t không? 

Are there [any] matches? Do you have [any] matches? 

2. Có thuoc không? " , " " Ong co thuoc khong? 

Are there [any] cigarettes? Do you have [any] cigarettes? 

3. Có ti~n không? ông có ti~n không? 

Is there [any] money? Do you have [any] money? 

4. ,"" ,." " Co dong-ho khong? " ,"" ,." " Ong co dong-ho khong? 

Is there a watch (~ c1ock)? Do you have a watch (~ c1ock)? 

5. Có báo không? Ông có báo không? 

Are there [any] newspapers? Do you have [any] newspapers? 

6. ' • Â kh" Co tV-dlen ong? " , .Â " Ong co tV-dlen khong? 

Are there [any] dictionaries? Do you have [any] dictionaries? 

70 Có viet không? A '.".( A 

Ong co vlet khong? 

Are there [any] pens? Do you have [any] pens? 

8. Có viet chl không? A , • .rl " " Ong co vlet Chl khong? 

Are there [any] penci1s? Do you have [any] penci1s? 

9. Có xe không? Ông có xe không? 

Is there a vehic1e? Do you have a vehic1e? 
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G. Transformation Dri11 

1. Ông có h9P qu~t không? 

Do you have [any] matches? 
, , ~ ,..... " 

2. Ba co dong-ho khong? 

Do you have a watch (~ c1ock)? 

3. Cô có viêt không? 

Do you have a penci1? 

4. Anh có súug không? 

Do you have a gun? 

5. . , '" " Ch~ co do ãn khong? 

Do you have [any] food? 

60 các ông có nudc u~ng không? 

Do you have [any] drinking water? 

7. các anh có g~o không? 

Do you have [any] rice? 

8. các cô có ti~n không? 

Do you have [any] money? 

9. các bà có xe không? 

Do you have a vehic1e? 

Ông ây có h9P qu~t không? 

Does he have [any] matches? 
,,( , ~ )... ,.. 

Ba ay co dong ho khong? 

Does she have a watch (~ c1ock)? 

",-( '.,.( " Co ay co vlet khong? 

Does she have a penci1? 

,( " ,.. Anh ay co sung khong? 

Does he have a gun? 
,( ,)... ,.. 

Chi ay co do an khong? 

Does she have [any] food? 
, ,.. ,( , ,,( ,.. 

Cac ong ay co nudc uong khong? 

Do they have [any] drinking water? 
, ,(, ,.. 

Cac anh ay co g~o khong? 

Do they have [any] rice? 

các cô â y có ti~n không? 

Do they have [any] money? 
, ,,(, ,.. 

Cac ba ay co xe khong? 

Do they have a vehicle? 
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H. Response Dri11 

1. Ông có hªp qu~t không? 

Do you have [any] matches? 
,~, A 

2. Ba ay co g~o khong? 

Does she have [any] rice? 

3. Cô Liên có tiên không? 

Does Miss Lien have [any] 
money? 

4. Ông ây có súng không? 

5. 

Does he have a gun? 

A '2 '2 , A 

Ong Tlnh-Truâng co xe khong? 

Does the Province Chief have 
a vehic1e? 

6. các anh ây có gao không? . 
Do they have [any] rice? 

ó A '2 , ~ ~ A 7. Ong Qu~n-Trudng co dong-ho khong? 

Does the District Chief have 
a watch (~ c1ock)? 

8. Cht ây cá nudc uong không? 

Does she have [any] drinking 
water? 

,..,.. '. A '" 9. Ong co vlet khong? 

Do you have a pen? 

D~ không. (Tôi không cá hªp qu~t.) 

No. (I donrt have [any] matches.) 

Da không. (Bà ây không cá g~o.) 

No. (She doesnrt have [any] rice.) 

D~ không. (Cô Liên không có ti~n.) 

No. (Miss Lien doesn't have [any] money.) 

Da không. (Ông ây không có súng.) 

No. (He doesn't have a gun.) 

Da không. ( 
'" '2 '2 A , ) Ong Tlnh-Trudng khong co xe. 

No. (The Province Chief doesn't have.a 
vehic1e.) 

Da không. (Các anh ây không cá g~o.) 

No. (They don't have [any] rice.) 

Da không. (Ông Qu~n-Tru&.ng không có d~ng-h~.) 

No. (The District Chief doesn't have a 
watch [~r c1ock].) 

Da không. (Chi ây không có nudc uong.) . . 
No. (She doesn't have [any] drinking water.) 

D~ không. (Tôi không cá viêt.) 

No. (I don't have a pen.) 
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I. Response Dri11 

1. Ông có h9P qu~t không? 

Do you have [any] matches? 

2. Ông Long có xe không? 

30 

4. 

Does Mr. Long have a vehicle? 
A ~, .~ A 

Co ay co t~-dlen khong? 

Does she have a dictionary? 

, , • '" A Ba Phudng co tlen khong? 

Does Mrs. Phuong have [any] 
money? 

5. Ông có thu~c không? 

Do you have [any] cigarettes? 

6. Ch~ â y có d~ an không? 

Does she have [any] food? 

7. '2 • " " Anh Hal co sung khong? 

Does Hai have a gun? 

8. Bà â y có nudc u~ng không? 

Does she have [any] drinking 
water? 

9. các anh â y có g~o không? 

Do they have [any] rice? 

D~ có. (Tôi có h9P qu~t.) 

Yes. (Lit. Have.) (I have [some] matches.) 

D~ có. (Ông Long cá xe.) 

Yes. (Mr. Long has a vehicle.) 

Da có. 
~ 

(Cô ây cá t~-diên.) 

Yes. (She has a dictionary.) 

Da 
, 

co. (Bà Phudng cá ti~n.) 

Yes. (Mrs. Phuong has [some] money.) 

Da có. · (Tôi có thu5c.) 

Yes. (I have [some] cigarettes.) 

Da có. ( ..-l ,,., ) 

· Ch=!- ay co do an. 

Yes. (She has [some] food.) 

D~ có. (Anh Hài cá súng.) 

Yes. (Hai has a gun.) 

, ('.-l , , .-l ) Da co. Ba ay co nudc uong. 

Yes. (She has [some] drinking water.) 

Da có. (các anh ây có gao.) · . 
Yes. (They have [some] rice.) 
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Jo ResEonse Dri11 

1. Tôi cá h9P qu~t. Tôi cüng cá h~p qu~t. 

I have [some] matches. I have [some] matches, too. 

2. Ông Kim cá súng. Tôi cUng có súng. 

Mr. Kim has a gun. I have a gun, too. 

3. 
.'-< , , .-< 

Ch~ ay co nudc uong. 
A.,..., , , ,.t 

TOl cung co nudc uong. 

She has [some] drinking water. I have [some] drinking water, too. 

4. Bà ây cá báo. Tôi cüng có báo. 

She has a newspaper. I have a newspaper, too. 
= 

5. Anh Long có d~ an. ,.., ."" , '" TOl cung CO do an. 

Long has [some] i'ood. I have [some] i'ood, too. 
= = 

60 Ông Tlnh-Trudng có xe. Tôi cling có xe. 

The Province Chiei' has a vehic1e. I have a vehic1e, too. = 
7. Tôi có viet chl o Tôi CÜllg có viet chl. 

I have a penci1. I have a penci1, too. 

8. Ã ."..( , • "" Ong ay co tlen. A.,.., '. '" TOl cung co tlen. 

He has [some] money. I have [some] money, too. = 
90 ' A.-< , Cac co ay co gt:}o. Tôi cüng có gt:}o. 

They have [some] rice. I have [some] rice, too. = 
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K. Response Dri11 

1. Ông Ch~n không có h9P qu~t. 

Mr. Chan doesn't have [any] matches. 

2. Cô ây không có ti~n. 

She doesn't have [any] money. 

3. Ông Qu~n-Tru&ng không có xe. 

The District Chief doesn't have 
a vehic1e. 

40 Bà ây không có d~ng-h~. 

She doesn't have a watch. 

50 Anh Phudng không có báo. 

Phuong doesn't have a newspaper. 

60 Chi ây không cá d~ arr. 

She doesn't have [any] food. 

70 các ông ây không cá thuôc. 

They don't have [any] cigarettes. 

8. Cô Huê không cá t~-di~n. 

Miss Rue doesn't have a dictionary. 

90 Ông ây không cá súng. 

He doesn't have a gun. 

Tôi cÜllg không có h9P qu~t. 

I don't have [any] matches, either. 

A. ~ A '.~ 
TOl cung khong co tlen. 

I don't have [any] money, either. 

Tôi cling không có xe. 

I don't have a vehic1e, either. 

A. N " , "" ~ TOl cung khong co dong-ho. 

I don't have a watch, either. 

Tôi cÜllg không có báo. 

I don't have a newspaper, either. 

A.,..., Ao , '" 

TOl cung khong co do arr. 

I don't have [any] food, eithero 

Tôi cÜllg không cá thuôc. 

I don't have [any] cigarettes, 
~ either. 

Tôi cting không có t~-di~n. 

L don't have a dictionary, either. 

Tôi cting không cá súng. 

~ don't have a gun, either o 
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L. Substitution Dri11 

1. There are [some] matches (located) I over there,. cá hªp qu~t b I dãng kia 

dây 20 

3. 

4. 

here 

there 

right over 
there 

M. Response Dri11 

1. cá hªp qu~t b dãng kia không? 

Are there [any] matches (located) over 
there? 

, '" '" 2 A A 2. Co dong ho d day khong? 

Is there a c10ck (or watch) (located) 
here? --

3. cá g~o & dó không? 

Is there [any] rice (located) there? 

4. cá nudc uông b dây không? 

Is there [any] drinking water (located) 
here? 

5 ' 2' A • Co xe d do khong? 

Is there a vehic1e (located) there? 

6. cá thuôc b dãng kia không? 

Are there [any] cigarettes (located) 
over there? 

dó 

, k" k' dãng la la 

Da cá (hôp quet b dãng kia). 
o • • 

Yes. (There are [some] matches over 
there. ) 

'('" "'2 A) Da co dong-ho d day o 

Yes. (There is a c10ck [~watch] here.) 

, ( 2' ) D~ co g~o d do • 

Yes. (There is [some] rice there.) 

'( , ,,( 2 A) 
D~ co nudc uong d day • 

Yes. (There is [some] drinking water 
here. ) 

, ( 2 , ) Da co xe d do • 

Yes. (There is a vehic1e there.) 

Da có (thuôc & dãng kia). 

Yes. (There are [some] cigarettes 
over there.) 
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N. Response Dri11 

1. cá h?p qu~t b dãng kia không? 

Are there [any] matches over there? 

2. cá báo b dây không? 

Are there [any] newspapers here? 

, . ,( '\ ~ , '" 3. Co vlet Chl â do khong? 

Are there [any] penci1s there? 

4. cá nudc uong b dãng kia không? 

Is there [any] drinking water 
over there? 

5. Có viet d dó không? 

Are there [any] pens there? 

6. Có súng d dây không? 

Are there [any] guns here? 

,,... ~ '" '" 7. Co do an â day khong? 

8. 

9. 

Is there [any] food here? 

Có thuoc b dó không? 

Are there [any] cigarettes there? 

, • J. ~.. • '" 
Co tV-dlen â dãng kla khong? 

Are there [any] dictionaries over 
there? 

Da không (có h?p qu~t d dãng kia). 

No. (There aren't [any] matches over there.) 

Da không (cá báo b dây). 

No. (There aren't [any] newspapers here.) 

'" (,.,( '\ ~ " 
D~ khong co vlet Chl â do,. 

No. (There aren't [any] penci1s there.) 

Da không (cá nudc uong d dãng kia). 

No. (There isn't [any] drinking water over 
there.) 

Da không (cá viet d dÓ). 

No. (There aren't [any] pens there.) 

Da không (cá súng d dây). 

No. (There aren't [any] guns here.) 

'" ,,,,, ~ "') Da khong (co do ãn â day • 

No. (There isn't [any] food here.) 

Da không (có thuoc d dÓ). 

No. (There aren't [any] cigarettes there.) 

'" (' .J. ~.. .) D~ khong co tv-dlen â dãng kla • 

No. (There aren't [any] dictionaries over 
there. 
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o. Response Drill 

1. Có h?p qu~t & dãng kia. 

There are [some] matches 
over there. 

2. Có báo ti dó. 

30 

There are [some] news
papers there. 

, ? A 

Co g~o tJ day. 

There is [some] rice 
here o 

4. Có viêt & dÀng kia. 

There is a pen over 
there. 

5. Có d~ an & dó. 

There is [some] rood 
there. 

6. Có thuôc & dây. 

There are [some] 
cigarettes here. 

70 Có súng ti dó. 

There are [some] guns 
there. 

Student 1: 

Có gl & dÀng kia? 

What is there over 
there? 

C , 'h d'n o gl v o[ 

What is there there? 

Có gl ti dây? 

What is there here? 

có gl & dÀng kia? 

What is there over 
there? 

C , 'h d'n o gl v o[ 

What is there there? 

có gl & dây? 

What is there here? 

có gl '& dó, 

What is there there? 

Student 2: 

D~ có h?p qu~t & dãng kia. 

There are [some] matches over 
there. 

Da có báo & dó. 

There are [some] newspapers 
there. 

D~ có g~o & dây. 

There is [some] rice here. 

Da có viêt & dÀng kia. 

There is a pen over there. 

,"" ?, Da co do an o doo . 
There is [some] rood there. 

, ,(? A 

D~ co thuoc tJ day. 

There are [some] cigarettes 
here. 

D~ có súng '& dó. 

There are [some] guns there. 
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EXERCISES 

1. Practice the Basic Dialogue with the ~ollowing variations: 

(a) Assume the role of Mro Hai and converse with: 

(1) Ông Long 

(2) Bà Kim 

(3) cê Liên 
'X 

(4) Anh Chan 

(5) Cht Hue 
(b) Vary the object inquired about in Sentence 2, as well as the location in 

Sentence 4. 

2. Using real objects and/or pictures representing the words introduced in Drill A, practice 

asking and answering questions of the following kinds: 

(a) 'Is there ?' 

(b) 

( c) 

'Yes. There is 

'Noo There isn't 

'There's here 

'Do you have ___ ? ' 

'Yes. I have 

'No. I don' t have 

(~ there or over there or right over there).' 

'There's here (~ there ~ over there or right over there).' 

'Is there here (~ there or over there)?' 

'Yes o There is 

'Noo There isn't 
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1. Excuse me, (sir). 

Vo-Tanh School 

that (place) (or there) is 
the Vo-Tanh School 

LESSON 4 

BASIC DIALOGUE 

Mr. Smith 

2. That (place) is the Vo-Tanh School, 
right? 

Stranger 

hospital 

3. No. (Lit. Not correct.) That's 
a hospital. 

Mr. Smith 

is located where? 

where's the Vo-Tanh School? 

40 Then where's the Vo-Tanh School? 

Stranger 

right hand 

right hand side 

50 [ItJ's over there, on the right. 

Xin 15i ông. 

trudng VÕ-Tánh 

dó lã trUdng VÕ-Tánh 

Dó lã trudng VÕ-Tánh, phài không? 

nhã thudng 

D~ không (phài). Dó lã nhà thudng. 

'& dâu 

trUdng VÕ-Tánh '& dâu 

V~y trudng VÕ-Tánh '& dâu? 

tay m~t 

bên tay m~t 

~ '\ k" b" Da a dang la, en tay m~t. 
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NOTES 

The usual Vietnaroese equivalent for 'school' is trudng h9~ (see Drill A, following). When 

followed by a modifier, as in Sentence 2, h9~ is dropped. 

2,3. Lã is a Vietnamese COPULA: it occurs as the joining word in expressions of equivalence, 

comparable to English 'that place is (i.e. equals) a school', 'Saigon is (i.e. equals) a 

city', etc. 

GENERAL PATTERN: A lã B := 'A is B' 

Thus: Dó lã nhã thudng. 'That (place) is a hospital.' 

Tôi lã Smith. 'I aro Smith.' 

Non-verbals which can occur following lã will hereafter be called NOMINALS. Vietnamese 

nominaIs have only one for.m, and do not distinguish between singular and plural by the 

form of the word. 

ln the negative equivalent of the above general pattern, lã is preceded by không phàil : 

GENERAL PATTERN: A không phài là B = 'A is not B' 

Thus: Dó không phài là nhà thudng. 'That (place) is not a hospital.' 

Tôi không phài lã Smith. 'I aro not Smith.' 
, ~ 

Compare la and a: là + Nominal X = 'be (i.e o equal) X' 

b + Nominal X = 'be in or at X' 

Compare: Dó là ti~m ãn. 'That (place) is (equivalent to) a restaurant.' 

and: ông Hài b ti~m ãn. 'Mr. Hai is (located) at the restaurant.' 

The addition of phài không to a statement makes a verification question: 'so-and-so is true, 

right?', 'so-and-so is true, isn't it?' Examples: 

IAny word negated in this way will be classified as a copula. 
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Statement: Dó lã trUdng VÕ-Tánh. 'That (place) is the Vo-Tanh School.' 

Question: Dó lã trUdng VÕ-Tánh, phài không? 'That (place) is the Vo-Tanh School, 

right?' ~ 'That (place) is the Vo-Tanh School, isn't it?' or 'Is that 

(place) the Vo-Tanh School?' 

To make a lã statement into the corresponding question, phài không is regularly used. 

However, note the following kind of question contrast which occurs elsewhere: 
I"!t. ".(, A • 

Ong ay co xe khong? 'Does he have a vehlcle -- or not?' 

6ng ay có xe, phài không? 'He has a vehicle, right?' 

ln the second example, specific verification of a particular statement is being made. 

Depending on stress, it can mean: 

'He is the one who has a vehicle, right?' 
-= 

or: 'He does have a vehicle, right?' 

or: 'He has a vehicle, right?' 

The affirmative answer to a phài không question is: 

(D~) phài. 'Correct.' 

The negative answer to a phài không question is: 

(D~) không. 'No.' 

or: (D~) không phài. 'Not correct.' 

4. V~z in initial position is equivalent to English 'then' ,'in that case'. 

5. Modification of NominaIs: 

Compare: (a) tay 'hand' and: tay m~t 'right hand' 

(b) bên 

( c ) nhà thudng 

(d) nhã 

' side' and: 

'hospi tal' and: 

'house' and: 

bên tay m~t ~ 
nhà thudng Ch<?, Rây 

nhã ông Phudng 

'right hand side' 

'Cho Ray Hospital' 

'Mr. Phuong's house' 

( e) khách-san 'hotel' and: . khách-s~n Majestic 'Majestic Hotel' 

When a Vietnamese nominal (or nominal+descriptive word[s]) is described, the describing 

word(s) follow it directly. 
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DRILLS 

A. Substitution Drill 

1. Tha t (place) is I a school 

.3. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
5. 
6. 

70 

8. 

9. 

10. 

Substitution Drill 

1. That (place) is 

2. 

3. 

4. 
5. 

6. 

a hospital 

a restaurant 

a hotel 

a market 

a military post 

a police station 

an embassy 

an airport 

a rice field 

the Vo-Tanh School 

the Cho Ray Hospital 

the Majestic Hotel 

the Ngoc-Lan-Dinh Restaurant 

the American Embassy 

the Tan-Son-Nhut Airport 

Dó lã I trudng h9c 

nhã thudng 

tiêm an 
o 

khách-san . 
chd . 
d~n l{nh 

bót cành-sát 

tàa dai-s1Í 
o 

sân máy bay 

rU9ng lúa 

Dó lã I trUdng VÕ-Tánh 
.... 

nhà thudng Ch~ Rây 

khách-s~n Majestic 

ti%m an Ng9c-Lan-Dlnh 

Tàa D~i-S1Í MY 
sân máy bay Tân-Sdn-Nh1Ít 
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7. Tha t (plaee) is I Le-Loi street 

8. Mr. Phuong
'

s house 

9. the hamlet ehief's house 

c. Transformation Drill 

1. Dó là trUdng hge. 

That (plaee) is a sehool. 

2. Dó là nhã thudng. 

That (plaee) is a hospital. 

3. Dó lã eh?,. 

That (plaee) is a market. 

4. Dó lã ru$ng lúa. 

That (plaee) is a riee field. 

5 
,,,.,... ~ 

• Do la don llnh. 

That (plaee) is a military poste 

6. Dó lã bót eành-sát. 

That (plaee) is a poliee station. 

, "Â ~ . 7. Do la ong Ral. 

That's Mr. Rai. 

Dó là I dUdng Lê -L?,i 

nhà ông Phudng 

" Â ~,l nha ong truang ap 

Dây lã trudng hge. 

This (plaee) is a sehool. 

Dây lã nhà thudng. 

This (plaee) is a hospital. 

Dây lã eh?,. 

This (plaee) is a market. 

Dây là ru$ng lúa. 

This (plaee) is a riee field. 

Â " .,... ~ Day la don llnh. 

This (plaee) is a military poste 

Dây lã bót eành-sát. 

This (plaee) is a poliee station. 
Â "Â ~ • Day la ong Ral. 

This is Mr. Hai. 
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8. Dó lã cô Liên. 

That's Miss Lien. 

9. Dó lã dUdng Lê-L~i. 

That (place) is Le-Loi Street. 

10. Dó lã khách-s~n Majestic. 

That (place) is the Majestic Hotel. 

11. Dó lã nhà ông Hãi. 

That (place) is Mr. Hai's house. 

, " "A '2,( 12. Do la nha ong truang ap. 

That (place) is the hamlet chier's 
house. 

13. Dó lã Toa D~i-SJ MY. 
That (place) is the American Embassy. 

14. Dó lã ti~m ãn Ng?c-Lan-Dlnh. 

That (place) is the Ngoc-Lan-Dinh 
Restaurant. 

150 Dó lã sân máy bay Tân-Sdn-NhJt. 

That (place) is the Tan-Son-Nhut 
Airport o 

Dây lã cô Liên. 

This is Miss Lien. 

Dây lã dUdng Lê-L~i. 

This (place) is Le-Loi Street. 

Dây lã khách-s~n Majestic. 

This (place) is the Majestic Hotel. 

Dây lã nhã ông HAi. 

This (place) is Mr. Hai's house. 

A " "A '2,( Day la nha ong truâng ap. 

This (place) is the hamlet chier's 
house. 

Dây lã Toa D~i-SJ MY. 
This (place) is the American Embassy. 

A " • A , 

Day la tl~m an Ng9c-Lan-Dlnh. 

This (place) is the Ngoc-Lan-Dinh 
Restaurant. 

Dây lã sân máy bay Tân-Sdn-NhJt. 

This (place) is the Tan-Son-Nhut 
Airport. 

C.l. Repeat drill, substituting dãng kia ror dây in student sentences. 

EXAMPLE: Dfulg kia lã trUdng h?c. 

(That place) over there is a school. 
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D. Transformation Drill 

1. Dó lã trudng võ-Tánh. 

That (place) is the Vo-Tanh School. 

.... , ".... I?,( 
2. Day la nha ong trudng ap. 

This (place) is the hamlet chief's 
house. 

3. Cô ây tên Liên. 

Her name is Lien. 

4. Dãng kia lã ch~. 

(That place) over there is a market. 

5. .... ,( , 
Ong ay co xe. 

He has a vehicle. 

6. Có nUdc uong d dãng kia. 

There's some drinking water over 
there. 

". " '. '" 7. Ba Klm khong cc tlen. 

Mrs. Kim doesn't have any money. 

8 
,,,.... 'l '1 

• Do la ong Tlnh-Truâhg. 

That's the Province Chief. 

A , ~ '2 A 

9. Khong co do ãn â day. 

There isn't any food here. 

Dó lã trudng Võ-Tánh, phài không? 

That (place) is the Vo-Tanh School, right? 

Dây lã nhã ông tru&ng ap, phài không? 

This (place) is the hamlet chief's house, 
right? 

Cô ây tên Liên, phài không? 

Her name is Lien, right? 

Dãng kia lã ch~, phài không? 

(That place) over there is a market, right? 

ông ay có xe, phài không? 

He has a vehicle, right? 

cá nUdc uong b dãng kia, phài không? 

There's some drinking water over there, 
right? 

Bà Kim không có ti~n, phài không? 

Mrs. Kim doesn't have any money, right? 

, ".... 'l I? '1 • .... Do la ong Tlnh-Truâhg, phal khong? 

That's the Province Chief, right? 

'" , "" I?'" I? • ,.. Khong co do ãn â day, phal khong? 

There isn't any food here, right? 
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E. Response Drill 

1. Dó lã trudng VÕ-Tánh, phài không? 

That (place) is the Vo-Tanh School, 
right? 

2. Dây lã nhã ông Long, phài không? 

This (place) is Mr. Long's house, 
right? 

3. ông lã ông Smith, phãi không? 

You are Mr. Smith, right? 

4. Dó lã ông Qu~-Tru&ng, phãi không? 

That's the District Chief, right? 

5. Dãng kia lã don lfnh, phãi không? 

(That place) over there is a 
military post, right? 

6. Dây lã nudc uong, phãi không? 

This is drinking water, right? 

'" ,.( ,,,, ~,.( ~ • A 7. Ong ay la ong truâng ap, phal khong? 

He is the hamlet chief, right? 

8. Dãng kia lã dUdng Lê-L~i, phãi không? 

(That place) over there is Le-Loi 
Street, right? 

~ không (phài). Dó không phài lã trudng VÕ-Tánh. 

No. (Lit. Not correct.) That (place) is 
not tne Vo-Tanh School. 

Da không (phài). Dây không phài lã nhã ông Long. 

No. This (place) is not Mr. Long's house. 

Da không (phài). Tôi không phài lã ông Smith. 

No. 1'm not Mr. Smith. 

Da không (phài). Dó không phài lã ông Quân-. ~ . 
Truâng. 

No. That's not the District Chief. 

Da không (phãi). Dãng kia không phãi lã don lfnh. 

No. (That place) over there is not a 
military poste 

D~ không (phài). Dây không phãi lã nudc uong. 

No. This is not drinking water. 

D~ kh~ng ~phài). ông ãy không phãi lã ông 
truâng ap. 

No. He is not the hamlet chief. 

Da không (phãi). Dãng kia không phài lã ductng 
"Lê-Ldi. 

No. (That place) over there is not Le-Loi 
Street. 
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F. Response Drill 

1. Dó lã trudng VÕ-Tánh, phAi không? 

That (plaee) is the Vo-Tanh School, 
right? 

A , ,,..t '1 • A 

2. Day la nude uong, phal khong? 

This is drinking water, right? 

3. Ông lã ông Smith, phài không? 

4. 
You are Mr. Smith, right? 

, k O 'b't 2 h' h 20 kh ft 

Dãng la la o can -sat, p al ong? 

(That plaee) over there is a poliee 
station, right? 

5. Cô â y lã eô Phudng, phAi không? 

6. 

7. 

She is Miss Phuong, right? 

Dó lã kháeh-s~n Majestic, phAi không? 

That (plaee) is the Majestie Hotel, 
right? 

A " "A '2 ti'< '2. A Day la nha ong truang ap, phal khong? 

This (place) is the hamlet ehief's 
house, right? 

8. Dãng kia lã eh~, phAi không? 

(That place) over there is a market, 
right? 

D~ phAi. Dó lã trudng Võ-Tánh. 

Yes. (Lit. Correet.) Th~t (plaee) is 
the Vo-Tanh Sehool. 

D~ phài. 
A , , ,c 

Day la nude uong. 

Yes. This is drinking water. 

Da phAi. Tôi lã ông Smith. 

Yes. I am Mr. Smi th. 

Da phAi. 
' o , , 2 , 

Dãng kla la bot eanh-sat. 

Yes. (That plaee) over there is a 
poliee station. 

Da phAi. Cô ây lã eô Phudng. 

Yes. She is Miss Phuong. 

D~ phAi. Dó lã kháeh-s~n Majestie. 

Yes. That (place) is the Majestie 
Hotel. 

Da phAi. Ã "'" '2,( Day la nha ong trua.ng ap. 

Yes. This (plaee) is the hamlet ehief's 
house. 

D~ phAi. Dklg kia lã eh?,. 

Yes. (That plaee) over there is a 
market. 
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G. Response Drill 

1. Dó lã trUdng h?c, phài không? 

That (place) is a school; right? 

2. Có tructng h?c & dó không? 

Is there a school (located) there? 

3. Dây lã ruªng lúa, phài không? 

This is a rice Lield, right? 

4. Ông có d~ng-h~ không? 

Do you have a watch? 

5. Ông lã ông Smith, phài không? 

You are Mr. Smith, right? 

6. Có nudc uong & dây không? 

Is there any drinking water (located) 
here? 

7. Ông Qu~n-Tru&.ng có xe không? 

Does the District ChieL have a vehicl~? 

8 
,,,, ~, '" 1 

• Co nha thudng â do khong? 

Is there a hospital (located) there? 

,.. 'l' 'lo A 1 9. Co nha thudng â do, phal khong? 

There is a hospital (located) there, 
right? 

h 'l· Da p ale (Dó lã trUdng h?c.) 

Yes. (That (place) is a school.) 

, (... ~') Da co trudng h?c â do • 

Yes. (There's a school [located] there.) 

Da phài. (Dây lã ruªng lúa.) 

Yes. (This is a rice Lield.) 

D~ có. (Tôi có d~ng-h~.) 

Yes. (I have a watch.) 

Dt;t phài. (Tôi lã ông Smith.) 

Yes. (I am Mr. Smith.) 

'( , ;( 'l A) Da co nudc uong â day • 

Yes. (There's some drinking water 
[located] here.) 

Da có. (Ông Qu~n-Tru&.ng có xe.) 

Yes. (The District ChieL has a vehicle.) 

Da có (nhà thudng & dÓ). 

Yes. (There's a hospital [located] 
there.) 

Da phài. (Có nhà thudng & dó.) 

Yes. (There is a hospital [located] 
there. ) 

lFor the distinction between Sentences 8 and 9, see the Notes Lollowing the Basic Dialogue 
OL this lesson. 43 



H. Response Drill 
~ 

1. Dó lã nhã thudng Ch~ Rây, phài không? 

That (place) is the Cho Ray Hospital, 
right? 

2. Ông có thuoc không? 

Do you have any cigarettes? 
? 

3. Có tV-diên & dây không? 

Are there any dictionaries (located) 
here? 

4. Ông lã ông Smith, phài không? 

You are Mr. Smith, right? 

5. Ông Long có tien không? 

Does Mr. Long have any money? 

6. Dây lã nhã ông Qu~n-Trud.ng, phâi không? 

This (place) is the District Chief's 
house, right? 

7. Có h?p qu~t & dãng kia không? 

Are there any matches (located) over 
there? 

8. Dãng kia lã d~n lính, phài không? 

(That place) over there is a military 
post, right? 

D~ không (phàiJ. (Dó không phài lã nhã 
thudng Ch~ Ray. ) 

No. (That [place] is not the Cho Ray 
Hospital.) 

Da không. (Tôi không có thuoc.) 

No. (I don't have any cigarettes.) 
l' 

D~ không (có tV-diên & dây). 

No. (There aren't any dictionaries 
[loca t ed] here.) 

Da không (phâi). (Tôi không phâi là ông 
• Smi th. ) 

No. (I am not Mr. Smith.) 

D~ không. (Ông Long không có tien.) 

No. (Mr. Long doesn't have any money.) 

Da không (phàiJ. (Dây không phài lã nhã 
·ông Qu~n-TrUd.ng.) 

No. (This [place] is not the District 
Chief's house.) 

D~ không (có h?p qu~t & dãng kia~. 

No. (There aren't any matches [located] 
over there.) 

Da khôn~ (phài). (Dàng kia không phài lã 
·d~n llnh.) 

No. ([That place] over there is not 
a military post.) 
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I. 

J. 

Substitution Drill 

1. The Vo-Tanh School is (located) here. 

2. The Vo-Tanh School is (located) there. 

3. The Vo-Tanh School is (located) over there. 

4. The Vo-Tanh School is ( located) on the 
right. 

5. The Vo-Tanh School is (located) on the 
left. 

6. The Vo-Tanh School is (located) on 
Doc-Lap Street. 

7. Where is the Vo-Tanh School? 

Response Drill 

1. Dó không phài là tr1idng VÕ-Tánh. 

That (place) is not the Vo-Tanh School. 

2. Không có thuoc & dây. 

There aren't any cigarettes here. 

3. Dây không phãi lã d1idng D~c-L~p. 

This (place) is not Doc-Lap Street. 

4. Không có h~p qu~t & dkg kia. 

There aren't any matches over there. 

" Vc ' '2 Trudng o-Tanh a dây. 

dó. 

dkg kia. 

bên tay m'fit. 

bên tay trái. 

d1idng D~C-L~p. 

dâu? 

r. ",r:::' '2 r. 
V~y tr1idng vo-Tanh a dau? 

Then where is the Vo-Tanh School? 

r. ,( '2 r. 

V~y thuoc a dau? 

Then where are the cigarettes? 

r. " r. r. '2 r. 
V~y d1idng D?c-L~p a dau? 

Then where is Doc-Lap Street? 

V~y h?p qu~t & dâu? 

Then where are the matches? 
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5. Dó không phAi lã ông trubng âp • 

That's not the hamlet chief. 

6. Dây không phAi iã nhã ông Kim. 

This (place) is not Mr. Kim's house. 

7. ,.. , , " '2 , 
Khong co nudc uong d do. 

There isn't any drinking water there. 

8. Dàng kia không phAi lã Toa D~i-SV MY. 
(That place) over there is not the 

American Embassy. 

{. Response Drill 

1. TrUdng VÕ-Tánh d ductng D?C-L~p. 

The Vo-Tanh School is on Doc-Lap 
Street. 

2. Ông HAi d dãng kia. 

Mr. Hai is over there. 

,..,.. '2'< '2 " 
V~y ong truâng ap d dau? 

Then where is the hamlet chief? 

A '" • '2 " V~y nha ong Klm d dau? 

Then where is Mr. Kim's house? 

,.. , " '2 ,.. 
V~y nudc uong d dau? 

Then where is the drinking water? 

V~y Toa D~i-SV My d dâu? 

Then where is the American Embassy? 

Tructng Võ-Tánh d dâu? 

Where is the Vo-Tanh School? 

D~ tructng VÕ-Tánh d dUdng D?c-L~p. 

The Vo-Tanh School is on Doc-Lap Street. 

A '2. '2 ,.. 
Ong Hal d dau? 

Where is Mr. Hai? 

Da ông Hãi d dãng kia. 

Mr. Hai is over there. 
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3. Khách-s~n Majestic & bên tay trái. 

The Majestic Hotel is on the le~t. 

4. Súng & dây. 

The gun is here. 

5. Ti~m an Ng~c-Lan-Dlnh & bên tay m~t. 

The Ngoc-Lan-Dinh Restaurant is 
on the right. 

6. Sân máy bay & bên tay trái. 

The airport is on the le~t. 

Khách-s~n Majestjc d dâu? 

Where is the Majestic Hotel? 

Da khách-s~n Majestic & bên tay trái o 

The Majestic Hotel is on the le~t. 

Súng & dâu? 

Where is the gun? 

, li " 
D~ sung â day. 

The gun is here. 

." ~ 'li " Tlem an Ng?c-Lan-Dlnh â dau? 

Where is the Ngoc-Lan-Dinh Restaurant? 

Da ti~m an Ng~c-Lan-Dlnh & bên tay m~t. 

The Ngoc-Lan-Dinh Restaurant is on the 
right. 

'" li" San may bay â dau? 

Where is the airport? 

A, ~ A '. 

D~ san may bay â ben tay tral. 

The airport is on the le~t. 
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EXERCI SES 

1. Using pictures and/or labeled blocks, practice the Basic Dialogue making appropriate 

substitutions for the building names. 

2. Using pictures and/or labeled blocks, practice asking and answering identification 

questions. For example: 

'That (place) (~ this (placeJ or [that place] over there) is , right? 

'Yes, it is 

'No, it isn't 

3. Set up a model town and ask and answer questions pertaining to the location of the buildings. 
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that gent~eman or that man 
or that 

who? 

1. Who's that man? 

captain 

2. That's Captain Minh. 

go 

go where? 

go where, like that? 

3. Where is he going (like that)? 

Popular Forces 

Popular Forces camp 

LESSON 5 

BASIC DIALOGUE 

Mr. Smith 

Mr. Hai 

Mr. Smith 

Mr. Hai 

go to the Popular Forces camp 

4. HeIs going to the Popular Forces camp. 

ông dó 

ai 

ông dó lã ai? 

d~i-úy 

D~ dó lã d~i-úy Minh. 

di 

di dâu 

di dâu v~y 

,.,. '" • A Ao Ong ay dl dau v~y? 

Nghla-Quân 

,., *"<I '" don Nghla-Quan 

(di) l~i dtn Nghia-Quân 

D~ ông ãy (di) l~i dtn Nghla-Quân. 
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NOTES 

1. Ông dó 'that gentleman' is a demonstrative expression which points out a particular mane 

Note also: bà dó 'that lady', cô dó 'that girl', các ông dó 'those gentlemen', etc. 

Ai 'who?' is the question replacement word for personal nominals. It occurs in the sarne 

positions as these nominals. Compare the members of the following groups: 

(a) Dó là ông Minh. 'That's Mr. Minh.' 

(b) 

( c) 

2. Compare: 

and: 

Dó là ai? 'Who is that?' 

ang ây tên Minh. 'Ris name is Minh.' 

Ai tên Minh? 'Who is named Minh?' 

Bà Minh có xe. 'Mrs. Minh has a car.' 

Ai có xe? ' Who has a car?' 

Ông dó là d~i-úy Minh. 'That gentleman is Captain Minh.' 

Dó là d~i-úy Minh. 'That's Captain Minh' ~ , There's Captain Minh'. 

3. V~X in final position means 'like that', i.e. 'under existing conditions', 'in circumstances 

seen to exist at the present time'. Compare v%~ in initial position (v%y trUdng VÕ-Tánh 

& dâu?) which corresponds to 'if that's the case', 'if it's like that', 'if those are the 

circumstances'. 

3,4. Di and !~i are verbals. Di implies motion, usually comparable to English 'go' or 'set out 

for'. L~i implies motion extending to a place nearby. 

loptional 

GENERAL PATTERNS: 

person + (di)l+ lai + place (i.e. not geographical place name) = 'person goes 

to Pl~e near~y,2 

2Including 'here'. Thus: (di) l~i dây 'come here' 
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Thus: 

or: 

person + di + place (i. e. geographical place name) = 'person goes to named place' 

person + di + c1:âu? = 'where is person going?' 

Ông â y d~ l~i d~n Nghla-Quân. 

Ông ây l~i d~n Nghla-Quân. 'He's going to the Popular Forces camp.' 

Ông â y di Vi%t-Nam. 'He's going to Viet-Nam.' 

Ông ây di dâu? 'Where is he going?' 

Note that lai does not occur before geographical place names or before dâu 'where?' 

Unlike English verbs, Vietnamese verbaIs do not change their form to indicate differences 

of person, tense, etc. There is nothing in Vietnamese comparable to the differences in 

English forms like 'go', 'goes', 'went', 'going' etc. A Vietnamese verbal has only one forme 

Tense differences are indicated by other words in the sentence and/or general context. 

The presence of ~~~ in Sentence 3 indicates that the question refers to present time. 

Sentence 4, in the given context, is present; but in other contexts, the same Vietnamese 

sentence could refer to future or past time. Similarly, the examples immediately above 

are also equivalent to 'He will go (or went) to the Popular Forces camp'; 'He will go (~ 

went) to Viet-Nam'; 'Where is he going to go?' ~ 'Where did he go?'. Many of the drill 

sentences that follow also have several English equivalents which reflect tense differences. 
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DRILLS 

A. Substitution Drill 

1. That's Captain I Minh. Dó là I d~i-úy I Minh. 

2. I (1st) Lieutenant trung-úy 

3. (2nd) Lieutenant thieu-úy 

4. (3rd) Lieutenant 
]. , 

chuan-uy 

5. Colonel dai-tá 

6. (Lt.) Colonel trung-tá 

7. I Major thieu-tá 

8. General d~i-tuÓ'ng 

9. (Lt.) General trung - tliÓ'ng 

10. (Maj.) General thieu-tliÓ'ng 
'J 

11. (Brig.) General chuân-tliÓ'ng 

B. Substitution Drill 

1. Who's that gentleman I ? Ông I dó lã ai? 

2. woman Bà 

3. girl Cô 

4. i'ellow Anh 

5. I woman Chi . 
6. Iperson Nglidi 
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C. Transformation Drill 

1. ;'!tt. ti'< " • Ong ay la al? ông dó lã ai? 

WhOIS he? WhOIS that gentleman? 

2. "".( , " Ba ay la ba PhUdng. Bã dó lã bà Phudng. 

Shels Mrs. Phuong. That woman is Mrs. Phuong. 

3. ông ãy lã d~i-úy Minh. ông dó lã d~i-úy Minh. 

Heis Captain Minh. That man is Captain Minh. 

4. Anh ã y tên Hài. Anh dó tên Hài. 

His name is Hai. That fellowls name is Hai. 

5. Ao;< , • fi!< 
Co ay co vlet. Cô dó có vi~t. 

She has a pene That girl has a pene 

6. .;< A '. '" 
Ch~ ay khong co tlen. • , Ao '. '" 

Ch~ do khong co tlen. 

She doesn't have any money. That woman doesn't have any money. 

7. Ông ây không phài lã d~i-tá Long. ông dó không phài lã d~i-tá Long. 

Heis not Colonel Long. That man is not Colonel Long. 

8. ,( " '" Anh ay co sung khong? Anh dó có súng không? 

Does he have a gun? Does that fellow have a gun? 

9. Ông ãy lã thiêu-tá Liên, phài không? ông dó lã thiêu-tá Liên, phài không? 

Heis Major Lien, right? That man is Major Lien, right? 

53 



D. Transformation Drill 

1. Ông dó là ai? 

Who's that gentleman? 

2. Cô dó là cô Liêno 

That girl is Miss Lien. 

3. Bà dó là bã Minh, phAi không? 

That lady is Mrs. Minh, right? 

4. Anh dó không phAi lã anh Long. 

That fellow is not Long. 

50 Ch~ dó lã ai? 

60 

7. 

8 0 

9. 

10 0 

Who's that woman? 

A " , 'X Ong do la trung-uy Chan. 

That man is (1st) Lieutenant Chan. 

Ngudi dó lã trung-tá Kim, phAi không? 

That person is (Lt.) Colonel Kim, right? 

Ông dó là thiêu-tUdng HAi. 

That man is (Maj.) General Hai. 

Ngudi dó không phAi là thiêu-úy Phudng. 

That person is not (2nd) Lieutenant 
Phuong. 

Ông dó là d~i-tudng Minh. 

Tha t man i s General l\1inh o 

11. Ngudi dó là thiêu-tá Liên, phAi không? 

That person is Major Lien, right? 

Dó lã ai? 

Who's that? 

Dó là cô Liên. 

That's Miss Lien. 

Dó là bã Minh, phAi không? 

That's Mrs. Minh, right? 

Dó không phAi lã anh Long. 

That's not Long. 

Dó lã ai? 

Who's that? 

" , 'X Do la trung-uy Chan. 

That's (1st) Lieutenant Chan. 

Dó là trung-tá Kim, phAi không? 

That's (Lt.) Colonel Kim, right? 

Dó là thiêu-tudng HAi. 

That's (Maj.) General Hai. 

Dó không phAi lã thiêu-úy Phudng. 

That's not (2nd) Lieutenant Phuong. 

Dó lã d~i-tudng Minh. 

That's General Minh. 

Dó là thiêu-tá Liên, phAi không? 

That's Major Lien, right? 
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Eo Response Drill 

lo Ông dó lã ông Long, phài không? /ông Long/ 

That man is Nr. Long, right? 

2. 

3. 

Bà dó là bà Phudng, phài không? /bà Kim/ 

That lady is Nrs. Phuong, right? 

Ngudi dó là trung-tudng Liên, phài không? 
/trung-tUdng Ninh/ 

That person is (Lt.) General Lien, right? 

4. Cô dó là cô Rue, phài không?' /cô Ruê/ 

That girl is Niss Rue, right? 

50 Anh dó lã anh Rài, phài không? /anh Phudng/ 

That fellow is Rai, right? 
'? 

6 0 Ngudi qó lã chuân-úy Ninh, phài không? 
/thiêu-úy Ninh/ 

That person is (3rd) Lieutenant Ninh, 
right? 

7. Chi dó la cht Rue, phài không? jcht Rue/ 

That woman is Niss/Nrs. Rue, right? 

8. Ôn~ dó lã dai-úy Chân, phãi không? /dai-
uy Chân/ " . 

That man is Captain Chan, right? 

9. Ông dó là ông Long, phái không? /thiêu-tá 
Liên/ 

That man is Mr. Long, right? 

Da phài. Ông dó lã ông Long. 

Yes. That man is Nr. Long. 

Da không(phài'. Bà dó là bà Kim. 

No. Tha t lady is Nrs. Kim. 

Da không (phài). Ngudi dó là trung-tuÓ'ng 
"Ninh. 

No. That,person is (Lto) General 
Minh. 

Da phãi. 
A , , A ,( 

Co do la co Rue. 

Yes. That girl is Miss Rue. 

Da không (phài\ Anh dó là anh Phudng. 

No. That fellow is Phuong. 

Da không (phài)o 
°Ninh. 

Ngudi dó lã thieu-úy 

No. That person is (2nd) Lieute
nant Ninh. 

Da phài. . " . ,.: 
Ch~ do la ch~ Rue. 

Yes. That woman is Niss/Mrs. Hue. 

Da phãi. '" ,,, .' 'X Ong do la d~l-uy Chan. 

Yes. That man is Captain Chan. 

Da không (phai\ Ông dó lã thieu-tá Liên. 

No. That man is T-1ajor Lien. 
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F. Substitution Drill 

1. Wherels he going? Ông â.y di dâu? 

2. Heis going to Viet-Nam Viêt-Nam 

3. Arnerica MY 

4. Saigon Sài-Gon 

5. Da-Nang Dà-~ang 

6. Hue Hue 

7. Can-Tho Can-Thd 

8. I My-Tho MY-Tho 

9. I Vung-Tau \Íung-Tàu 

10. Nha-Trang Nha-Trang 

11. Bien-Hoa Biên-Hoa 

12. Cam-Ranh Cam-Ranh 

13. Quang-Tri Quãng-Trt 

14. Quang-Ngai Quãng-Ngãi 
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G. Substitution Drill 

1. 

20 

3. 

4. 
5. 

Heis going to the Popular Forces camp. 

WhOIS going to the Popular Forces camp? 

WhOIS going to the hospital? 

11m going to the hospital. 

11m going to the police station. 

Ông ãy (di) l~i d~n Nghla-Quân. 

Ai (di) l~i d~n Nghla-Quân~ 

Ai (di) lai nhà thudng? 

Tôi (di) l~i nhà thudng. 

Tôi (di) 1ai bót cAnh-sát. 

60 That girl is going to the police station.Cô dó (di) 1ai bót cAnh-sát • . 
7. That girl is going to Vo-Tanh School. 

8 0 Colonel Minh is going to Vo-Tanh 
School. 

90 Colonel Minh is going to the American 
Embassy. 

10. (1st) Lieutenant Hai is going to the 
American Embassy. 

11. (1st) Lieutenant Hai is going to the 
hamlet chiefls house o 

12. Captain Long is going to the hamlet 
chiefls house. 

13. Captain Long is going to the Regional 
Forces camp. 

14. Heis going to the Regional Forces camp. 

Cô dó (di) 1ai trudng VÕ-Tánho 

Q~i-tá Minh (di) l~i trudng VÕ-Tánho 

Dai-tá Minh (di) 1ai Toa D~i-Sti MY. 

Trung-úy HAi (di) 1ai Toa D~i-Sti MY. 

Trung-úy HAi (di) l~i nhà ông trubng ãp • 

Q~i-úy Long (di) l~i nhà ông trubng ãp • 

D~i-úy Long (di) l~i d~n D~a-PhUdng-Quân. 

Ông ãy (di) l~i d~n D~a-Phudng-Quân. 
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H. Substitution Drilll 

1. HeIs going to Bien-Hoa. ó ;t{ • • Â " Ong ay dl Blen-Hoa. 

20 HeIs going to the Popular Forces camp. ~ '" . ." "'" " Ong ay dl lal don Ngpl_a-=-Quan. 

3. Where is he going? 
tA ,..r • Ao 

Ong ay dl dau? 

4. HeIs going to Vo-Tanh School. ông ay di lai trUdng VÕ-Tánh. 

5. HeIs going to Viet-Nam. "" ;( • • A 

Ong ay dl Vl~t-Nam. 

6 0 HeIs going to America. Ông ay di !fr.. 

7. HeIs going to the Regional Forces camp. Ông ay di l~i d~n D~a-PhUdng-Quân. 

8. HeIs going to the Majestic Hotel. Ông â y di l~i khách-san Majestic. 

90 HeIs going to Can-Tho. Â,..t '" Ong ay di Can-Thd. 

10. HeIs going to the District Chiefls 
house. 

Ông ây di l~i nhà ông Qu~n-Trub.ng. 

11. HeIs going to the American Embassy. Ông â y di l~i Toa D~i-S~ MY. 
120 HeIs going to Da-Nang. Ông â y di Dà-N~g. 

13. HeIs going to Saigon. Ông â y di Sài-Gàn. 

140 HeIs going to Cho Ray Hospital. Ông ây di lai nhà thudng Ch~ Rây. 

lInclude lai wherever necessary. 
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10 Substitution Drill~ 

1. l'm going to the Popular Forces camp. 
And where are you going? 

20 Mr. Minh is going to Bien-Hoa. And 
where are you going? 

3. He's going to Vo-Tanh School. 
And where are you going? 

4. Captain Long is going to My-Tho. And 
where are you going? 

5. That lady is going to the American 
Embassy. And where are you going? 

6. The District Chief is going to the 
Regional Forces camp. And where are 
you going? 

70 Colonel Kim is going to Quang-Ngai. 
And where are you going? 

8. The hamlet chief is going to Can-Tho. 
And where are you going? 

Tôi di lai d~n Nghla-Quân. Can ông di dâu? 

Ông Minh di Biên-Haa. Can ông di dâu? 

Ông ãy di l~i tructng VÕ-Tánh. Can ông di dâu? 

D~i-úy Long di MY-Tho. Can ông di dâu? 

Bà dó di l~i Taa D~i-S~ MY. Can ông di dâu? 

A A 2 • • "'. A. 

Ong Qu~n-Truân5 dl l~l don D~a-PhUdng-Quan. 
Con ong di dau? 

D~i-tá Kim di Quãng-Ngãi. Can ông di dâu? 

A '2,<.,.. 'A. A 
Ong truâng ap dl Can-Thd. Con ong dl dau? 

9. l'm going to the Province Chief's house. TÔiAdi l~i nhà ông Tlnh-Trubng. Can ông di 
And where are you going? dau? 

10 0 Major Long is going to Nha-Trang. And 
where are you going? 

11nclude lai wherever necessary. 

Thiêu-tá Long di Nha-Trang. Can ông di dâu? 
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J. ResEonse Drill 

1. Ai có? D~ tôi có. 

Who has [it]? I have [it]. 

2. Ai không có? D~ tôi không có. 

Who doesn't have [any]? I don't have [any]. 

3. Ai có h?p qu~t? D~ tôi có h?p qu~t. 

Who has matches? I have matches. 

40 
• A , ~ ~ 

Al khong co dong-ho1 D~ tôi không có d~ng-h~. 

Who doesn't have a watch? I don't have a watch. 

50 Ai tên Smith? D~ tôi tên Smith. 

Who is (li to is named) Smith? I aro (lit. aro named) Smi th. 

60 Ai di? D~ tôi di. 

Who's going? I'm goingo 

7. Ai không di? D~ tôi không di. 

Who's not going? I'm not going. 

8 0 Ai di viêt-Nam? Da tôi di viêt-Namo 

Who's going to Viet-Nam? I'm going to Viet-Namo 

9. Ai không di Vüng Tàu? D~ tôi không di ~ung Tàu. 

Who's not going to Vung Tau? I'm not going to Vung Tau o 
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10 0 Ai là d~i-úy Smith? 

Who is Captain Smith, 

110 Ai di l~i dQn D~a-Phudng-Quân? 

Who is going to the Regional 
Forces camp? 

12. Ai không di l~i nhà ông Qu~n-Trubng? 

Who is not going to the District 
Chief's house? 

Ko Response Drill 

1. Dó lã d~i-úy Minh. 

That's Captain Minh. 

2. Ông Hài có xe. 

Mr. Hai has a vehicle. 

3. Cô Liên không có vieto 

Miss Lien doesn't have a pene 

Da tôi là d~i-úy Smith. 

I am Captain Smith. 

Da tôi di lai d~n D~a-Phudng-Quân. 

I'm going to the Regional Forces campa 

Da tôi không di l~i nhà ông Qu~n-Trubng. 

I'm not going to the District Chief's 
house. 

Dó là ai? 

Who's that? 

Da dó là d~i-úy Minh. 

That's Captain Minh. 

Ai có xe? 

Who has a vehicle? 

" ~ . , Da ong Hal co xe. 

Mr. Hai has a vehicle. 

Ai không có viet? 

Who doesn't have a pen? 

D~ cô Liên không có viêt. 

Miss Lien doesn't have a pene 
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4. Ngudi dó là cô Kim. 

That person is Miss Kim. 

5. Trung-tá Long di MY. 
(Lt.) Colonel Long is going to 

Arnerica. 

6. Dó lã thieu-tUdng Ch~n. 

That's (Maj.) General Chan. 

7. Chi Rue di l~i bót cãnh-sát. 

Miss/Mrs. Rue is going to the 
police station. 

Ngudi dó lã ai? 

Who is that person? 

Da ngudi dó lã cô Kim. 

That person is Miss Kim. 

Ai di My? 

Who's going to Arnerica? 

Da trung-tá Long di MY. 
(Lt.) Colonel Long is going to Arnerica. 

Dó lã ai? 

Who's that? 
,,, . ,..( , ~ 

D~ do la thleu-tudng Chan. 

That's (Maj.) General Chan. 

Ai di lai bót cãnh-sát? . 
Who's going to the police station? 

D~ ch~ Rue di lai bót cãnh-sát. 

Miss/Mrs. Rue is going to the police station. 
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8. Dàng kia lã trung-úy Liên. 

Over there is (1st) Lieutenant 
Lieno 

90 Anh Minh không di Quãng-Trt. 

Minh is not going to Quang-Tri. 

100 Ông Hài không di lai nhà ông Tlnh-
Tru&ng. . 

Mr. Hai is not going to the 
Province Chiefts house. 

A A~. , .,( , 

110 Ong Phudng khong phal la thleu-ta. 

Mr. Phuong is not a major. 

Dàng kia lã ai? 

Whots over there? 

D~ dàng kia lã trung-úy Liên. 

Over there is (1st) Lieutenant Lien. 

Ai không di Quãng-Trt? 

Whots not going to Quang-Tri? 

Da anh Minh không di Quãng-Trto 

Minh is not going to Quang-Tri. 

Ai không di lai nhà ông Tlnh-Tru&ng? 

Whots not going to the Province Chiefts 
house? 

A '2 • A • • "'" ~ '2 Da ong Hal khong dl l~l nha ong Tlnh-Truâng. 

Mr. Hai is not going to the Province 
Chiefts house. 

Ai không phài lã thiêu-tá? 

Who is not a major? 

D~ ông Phudng không phài lã thiêu-tá. 

Mro Phuong is not a majoro 
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Lo Response Drill 

lo Tôi lã d~i-úy Minh. Ông ay lã ai? 

I'm Captain Minh. Who is he? 

D~ ông ãy lã d~i-úy Minh. 

He's Captain Minh. 

20 Tôi có h?p qu~t. 
Â ,( ;, 

Ong ay co gl? 

I have matches. What does he have? 

'" ,( ; '" Da ong ay co h?p qu~t. 

He has matches. 

30 Tôi di Nha-Trango 
A ,;o( • A 

Ong ay dl dau? 

I'm going to Nha-Trang. Where is he going? 

Da ông ãy di Nha-Trang. 

He's going to Nha-Trang. 

40 Tôi tên Phudngo '" ,( '" , Ong ay ten gl? 

My name is Phuong. What is his name? 

Da ông ay tên Phudng. 

His name is Phuongo 
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5. Tôi không có ti~n. 
'-!<. ,,< A ,,, 

Ong ay khong co gl? 

1 donlt have any money. What doesnlt he have? 
A ,.c A , • .,.. 

D~ ong ay khong co tlen. 

He doesn't have any money. 

6 0 Tôi di lai nhà ông Long. Ông ay di dâu? 

11m going to Mr. Longls house. Where is he going? 

D~ ông ay di l~i nhà ông Long. 

HeIs going to Mr. Longls house. 

7. Tôi không di Dà-Nãng. 
6 ~ A • A 

Ong ay khong dl dau? 

1 1m not going to Da-Nang. Where isnlt he going? 

D~ ông ay không di Dà-Nãng. 

HeIs not going to Da-Nang. 

8 0 Tôi là thiêu-úy Hài. Ông ay là ai? 

11m (2nd) Lieutenant Hai. ~"ho is he? 

Da ông ay là thiêu-úy Hài. 

HeIs (2nd) Lieutenant Hai. 
A , ~ ~ 

90 Toi co dong-ho. 
A ,.c , '\ 
Ong ay co gl? 

1 have a watch. What does he have? 

Ao ,( ,).... '" 

D~ ong ay co dong-ho. 

He has a watch. 
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M. ResEonse Drill 

1. Dó lã d~i-úy Kim. Ông ay di dâu v~y? 

Thatrs Captain Kim. Where is he going (like that)? 

2. Dó lã cô Phlidng. "".c III" " Co ay dl dau v~y? 

That's Miss Phuong. Where is she going? 

3. Dó lã anh chân. Anh ay di dâu v~y? 

Thatrs Chan. Where is he going? 

4. Dó lã bã Huê. ,;I'l • " A Ba ay dl dau v~y? 

Thatls Mrs o Rue. Where is she going? 

5. Dó lã ông RAi. Ông ay di dâu v~y? 

That's Mr. Rai. Where is he going? 

6. Dó lã trung-tlidng Minh. A. tI"l • " Ao Ong ay dl dau v~y? 

Thatls (Lt.) General Minh. Where is he going? 

7. Dó lã ch~ Liên. Ch~ ay di dâu v~y? 

That's Miss/Mrs. Lien. Where is she going? 

8. Dó lã trung-úy Long. 6. " • A A Ong ay dl dau v~y? 

Thatls (2nd) Lieutenant Long. Where is he going? 

9. 
? 

Dó lã chuân-tlidng Smitho ~ ,t • A A 

Ong ay dl dau v~y? 

Thatls (Brig.) General Smith. Where is he going? 

66 



N. Transformation Drill 

1. Ông di Biên-Hoa không? 

Are you going to Bien-Hoa? 

2. Ong có súng không? 

Do you have a gun? 

3. ông di l~i tructng Võ-Tánh không? 

Are you going to Vo-Tanh School? 

40 ông có xe không? 

Do you have a vehicle? 

5. ông di Cam-Ranh không? 

Are you going to Cam-Ranh? 

6. Ông di l~i d~n Nghla-Quân không? 

Are you going to the Popular Forces 
camp? 

7. Ông có thuôc không? 

Do you have any cigarettes? 

8. Ông di Huê không? 

Are you going to Hue? 

9. Ông di l~i Tàa D~i-S~ MY không? 

Are you going to the American 
Embassy? 

Ai di Biên-Hoa? 

Who is going to Bien-Hoa? 

Ai có súng? 

Who has a gun? 

Ai di l~i tructng Võ-Tánh? 

Who is going to Vo-Tanh School? 

Ai có xe? 

Who has a vehicle? 

Ai di Cam-Ranh? 

Who is going to Cam-Ranh? 

Ai di l~i dôn Nghia-Quân? 

Who is going to the Popular Forces camp? 

Ai có thuôc? 

Who has cigarettes? 

Ai di Huê? 

Who is going to Hue? 

Ai di l~i Toa D~i-S~ MY? 

Who is going to the American Embassy? 
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OQ Response Drill 

1. Ông Hài không di Q /ông Minh/ 

Mr Q Hai is not going. 

2 Q Ông Long không có. /ai/ 

Mro Long doesn't have [it]. 

3. Cô Phudng không di }1y-Tho. /dâu/ 

Miss Phuong is not going to My-Tho. 

4. Bà ây không di l~i Toa D~i-SV MY. /dâu/ 

She is not going to the American 
Embassy. 

5. Dó không phài là d~i-úy Kim. /ai/ 

That's not Captain Kim. 

6. Ông Chân không có ti~n. /ông/ 

Mr. Chan doesn't have any money. 

7Q Tôi không có tV-di~n. /ông Smith/ 

I don't have a dictionary. 

8 Q Dai-tá Minh không di ~ung-Tàu. /ai/ 

Colonel Minh is not going to Vung-Tau. 

V~y ông Minh di không? 

Then is Mr. Minh going? 

V~y ai có? 

Then who has [it]? 

V~y cô Phudng di dâu? 

Then where is Miss Phuong going? 
A ,~ • ~ 

V~y ba ay dl dau? 

Then where is she going? 

V~y dó là ai? 

Then who is that? 

A A ,." " 

V~y ong co tlen khong? 

Then do you have any money? 
2 

V~y ông Smith có tu-diên không? 

Then does Mr. Smith have a diction
ary? 

V~y ai di ~ung-Tàu? 

Then who is going to Vung-Tau? 
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90 Anh ay không di Quãng-Ngãi. /dâu/ V%y anh ay di dâu? 

He is not going to Quang-Ngai. Then where is he going? 

10. Anh ay không di Quãng-Ngãi. /ai/ V%y ai di Quãng-Ngãij 

He is not going to Quang-Ngai. Then who is going to Quang-Ngai? 

11. Anh ay không di Quãng-Ngãi. /ông Long/ V%y ông Long di Quãng-Ngãi không? 

He is not going to Quang-Ngai. Then is Mr. Long going to Quang-
Ngai? 

12. Dây không phãi lã trung-úy Chân. /ai/ V%y dây lã ai? 

This is not (2nd) Lieutenant Chan o Then who is this? 
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EXERCI SES 

1. Using pictures as visual aids, practice the Basic Dialogue with appropriate variations. 

2. Using visual aids to represent the military ranks introduced in Drill A, practice 

verifying whether or not a particular rank is in fact the one being designated. 

Example: (pointing to a rank) 

Dây lã d~i-úy, phài không? 'This is a captain, right?' 

D~ phài. Dó lã d~i-úy. 'Yes. That's a captain.' 

or: Da không phài. (Dó không phài lã d~i-úy.) Dó lã 'No. (That's not 

a captain.) That's 

3. Practice asking and answering questions pertaining to identification of class members and 

pictures of famous people. Include both yes-or-no questions as well as 'who?' questions. 

4. Using a map of Viet-Nam to provide visual cues, practice asking and answering questions 

about where people are going. Include both yes-or-no questions as well as 'where?' 

questions. 

5. After indicating motion to a place by a certain person through the use of visual cues, 

ask appropriate 'who?', 'where?', and yes-or-no questions. 
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want 

want to read 

want to read this (thing) 

1. Do you want to read this? 

a1ready 

have read a1ready 

LESSON 6 

BASIC DIALOGUE 

Mr. Smith 

Mr. Hai 

have read that ( thing) a1r ea dy 

2. 

3. 

4. 

I've read that a1ready. 

yet [to happen] 

has [someone] read yet? 

And has Mr. Hieu read [it] yet? 

haven't read yet 

No. (Li t. Not yet.) (Mr. Hieu 
hasn~read that yet.) 

arrive or come 

haven't arrived yet 

5. He hasn't arrived yet. 

Mr. Smith 

Mr. Hai 

,.t 
muon 

muon doc 

muon doc ' . ~ 

cal nay 
,.. ,.t 

Ong muon d,?c cái nay không? 

~ . 
rOl 

doc r~i 

doc cái dó r~i 

"'. '.' ". Da tOl d,?c cal do rOl. 

chua 

doc chua 

"'" • ,.t Con ong Hleu d9c chua? 

chua doc . 
Da chua • (Ông Hieu chua d,?c cái dÓ.) . 

den 

chua den 

Ông ay chua den. 
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NOTES 

~ ~ 

1. Muon: GENERAL PATTERN: verbal ~ + verbal X = 'want to X', 'would like to X' 

Examples: 

Tôi muôn di Sài-Gàn. 'I want to go to Saigon.' 

Tôi không muôn d?c cái n~y. fI don't want to read this.' 

ông muon có súng không? 'Do you want (to have) a gun?' 

Note the immediately preceding example, in which muôn có + nominal X is equivalent to 

English 'want X' (lit. 'want to have X'). 

The short affirmative answer to a muôn + verbal + không question is: (D~) muon. 'Yes.' 

(Lit. 'Want.') This is typical of the general pattern of answering Verbal 1 + Verbal 2 

+ không questions with: (D~) + Verbal 1, as in: 

ông di lai nhà thudng không? 'Are you going to the hospital?' 

(D~) di. 'Yes.' 

Cái n~y 'this one', 'this thing' contrasts with cái dó 'that one', 'that thing' and 

cái dãng kia 'that one over there', 'that thing over there'. 

N~y 'this' is a demonstrative that follows nominaIs: 

Examples: 

cái n~y 'this thing' 

ngudi nây 'this person' 

ông n~y 'this man' 

but dây 'this (place)', 'here' is itself a nominal. Note the following examples of usage: 

ông Hãi b dây. 'Mr. Hai is here.' 

Tôi muon d?c cái nay. fI want to read this one.' 

Ông nay lã ông Minh. 'This gentleman is Mr. Minh.' 

Dây lã ông Minh. 'Here is Mr. Minh' or 'This (here) is Mr. Minh.' 
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Contrasting with both nay and dây is dó and dãng kia: 

ông Hài & dó. ông Hài & dãng kia. , 
'Mr. Hai is there. 

Tôi muôn doc cái dó • . 
II want to read that one.' 

Ông dó là ông Minh. 

'Mr. Hai is over there.' 

Tôi muôn d?c cái d~g kia. 

'I want to read that one ove r there.' 

Ông dãng kia lã ông Minh. 

'That gentleman is Mr. Minh.' 

Dó là ông Minh. 

'That gentleman over there is Mr. Minh.' 

Dãng kia lã ông Minho 

'There is Mr. Minh' or 'That 

(there) is Mr. Minh.' 

'Over there is Mr. Minh' or 'That (over there) 

is Mr. Minh.' 

2,3,4,5. Chua and r~i 
GENERAL PATTERN: Statement + ehua = eorresponding 'yet' question 

Examples: 

(ông Hieu doe eái nay. 'Mr. Hieu read this.' 

lông Hieü d<;>e eái nay ehua? 'Has Mr. Hieu read this (yet)?' 

~Dai-úy Minh có xe. 'Captain Minh has a vehiele.' 

LD~i-úy Minh eó xe ehua? 'Does Captain Minh have a vehiele yet?' 

When referring to past time, the differenee between a không question and a ehua question 

eorresponds to the differenee in English betweeL a 'did ___ I question and a 'have 

question: 

Ông di không? 'Did you go?' (i.e. on a speeifie oeeasion understood by the context) 

Ông di ehua? 'Have you gone?' or 'Have you gone yet?' (i.e. at any time up to 

the present) 

The differenee between không and ehua statements referring to the past is parallel: 

Tôi không di. II didnlt gO.1 

Tôi ehua di. II havenlt gone.' or 'I haven't gone yet.' 
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The short a~~irmative answer to a chua question is (D~) 
,.. . 

rOl. , [It happened] already.' 

The short negative answer to a chua question is (D~) chua. 'Not yet.' 

At the end o~ a statement, r~i means 'already'. 

Examples: 
A. • "'. TOl dl rOl. 'I've gone already.' 

Tôi biet r~i. 'I already know.' 

Chua preceding a verbal means 'not yet'. 

Example: 

Tôi chua di. 'I haven't gone (yet).' ~ 'I'm not going yet.' 

Note the di~~erence in meaning that results ~rom a di~~erence o~ word order: 

Ông Hieu chua d9c cái nay. 'Mr. Hieu hasn't read this (yet) • ' 
~.~ '. ~ Ong Hleu d?C cal nay chua? 'Has Mr. Hieu read this (yet) ?' 
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DRILLS 

A. Substitution Drill 

1. Do you want to read it? " ,,( I không? Ong fiuon doc 

2. Do you want to write it? viet 

3. Do you want to look at it? coi 

40 Do you want to listen to (ar I nghe 
hear) it? 

5. Do you want to know? biet 

6. Do you want to do it? lrun 

7. Do you want to eat it? an 

8 0 Do you want to drink it? 
Á 

uong 

9. Do you want to buy it? I m~a 
10. Do you want to sell it? ban 

B. ExEansion Drill 

1. Ông d?c không? 
",,( '" Ong fiuon d?c khong? 

Are you going to read it? Do you want to read it? 

20 " ;< ;( Ong ay biet. 
A. ;( ;< .I'l 
Ong ay muon blet. 

He knows. He wants to know o 
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30 Ông ây không di. 

HeIs not going. 

4. Ông mua, ph~i không? 

You're going to buy it , right? 

5. A .;< , '. '" Ong Hleu Iam cal nay. 

Mr. Hieu is going to do this o 

6. Ông coi cái nay không? 

Are you going to look at this? 

70 Ông Qu~n-Tru&ng di Sài-Gon. 

The District Chief is going to 
Saigon. 

8 0 Tôi không ãn cái nay. 

1'm not going to eat thiso 

,;< , , "" " A 90 Ba ay ban cai nay, phai khong? 

She's selling this, right? 

10. Ông nghe cái 
~ ... 

nay khong? 

Are you going to listen to this? 

11. D~i-úy Minh viêt cái nayo 

Captain Minh is going to write this. 

Ông ây không muôn di. 

He doesn't want to go. 

...,< ~ • ... 
Ong muon mua, phal khong? 

You want to buy it , right? 

Â .;< ,.t , '. '" Ong Hleu muon Iam cal nay. 

Mr. Hieu wants to do this. 

" "t .' • ')o... A Ong muon COl cal nay khong? 

Do you want to look at this? 

Ông Qu~n-Trud.ng muôn di Sài-Gon o 

The District Chief wants to go to 
Saigon. 

"." ;< '. "" TOl khong muon an cal nay. 

1 don't want to eat this. 

,ti"< ;< , '. '" ~." Ba ay muon ban cal nay, phal khong? 

She wants to sell this, right? 

A,..t , • '" " Ong muon nghe cal nay khong? 

Do you want to listen to this? 

D~i-úy Minh muôn viêt cái nay. 

Captain Minh wants to write thiso 
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c. Transforffi~tion Drilll 

Ao,.c " 1. ung muon d9c khong? 

Do you want to read it? 

20 Ông ãy có không? 

Does he have it? 

30 Ông biet ông Hieu không? 

Do you know Mr. Hieu? 

4. " ,<" '. ~ " Ong muon Iam cal nay khong? 

Do you want to do this? 

5. Ông muôn mua xe không? 

Do you want to buy a vehicIe? 

6. Cô di I~i Tàa D~i-S~ MY không? 

Are you going te go to the American 
Embassy? 

" ,(" , "'" " 7. Ong muon uong cai nay khong? 

Do you want to drink this? 

8. Ông TI~~-Tru&ng muôn coi cái n~y không? 

Does the Province Chief want to Iook 
at this? 

ông muôn d9c, phài không? 

You want to read it, right? 
~ 

Ông ãy có, phái không? 

He has it, right? 
-====== 

A ~ A ~ ~ " 

Ong biet ong Hieu, phai khong? 

You know Mr. Hieu, right? 

A .,..:, '. ~ 7. '" 
Ong muon Iam cal nay, phal khong? 

You want to do this, right? 

Ông muôn mua xe, phAi không? 

You want to buy a vehicIe, right? 

Cô di lai Tàa Dai-S~ MY, phái không? 

You're going to the American 
Ernbassy, right? 

A ,.t,( '. ~ ,. A 

Ong muon uong cal nay. phal khong? 

You want to drink this, right? 

,... , ., ,.t .'. ~ ,. 

Ong Tlnh-Trl.io'ng rluon COl cal nay, phal 
không? 

The Province Chie! wants to look at 
this, right? 

===== 

lAll the sentences on the right emphasize a particular part of the sentence. As recorded 
on tapes accompanying this course, the underlined segments are being emphasized. 
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D. Transformation Drill 

1. " . , . """ TOl doc cal nay. 

1'm going to read this. 

'-!.. " A , '. '" 2. Ong ay khong ban cal nay. 

He's not selling this. 

" , '. '" " 3. Ong Iam cal nay khong? 

Are you going to do this? 

4 ~ H·~ ·~t '. ~ h~· khA 

• Ong leu Vle cal nay, p al ong? 

Mr. Hieu wrote this, right? 

5 
'. ~ ,~ ~ 

• Cal nay la dong-ho. 

This is a watch. 

6. ".'< '."..... TOl muon d?c cal nay. 

1 want to read this. 

" ;< .'. '" A 7. Ong mupn COl cal nay khong? 

Do you want to look at this? 

8. A ~ " ~ '. ~ Ong ay khong muon ãn cal nay. 

He doesn't want to eat this. 

9. Cái nay không phài lã súng. 

This is not a gun. 

~ ~ '. ~ 2. ~ 10. Ong muon mua cal nay, phal khong? 

You want to buy this, right? 

Tôi doc cái dó. 

1'm going to read that. 

ông &y không bán cái dó. 

He's not selling that. 

Ông làm cái dó không? 

Are you going to do that? 

ông Hieu viet cái dó, phài không? 

Mr. Hieu wrote that, right? 

'. , ,~ ~ 

Cal do la dong-ho. 

That is a watch. 

Tôi muon d?c cái dó. 

1 want to read that. 

Ông muon coi cái dó không? 

Do you want to look at that? 

ông ay không muon ãn cái dó. 

He doesn't want to eat that. 

Cái dó không phài là súng. 

That is not a gun. 

Ông muôn mua cái dó, phài không? 

You want to buy that, right? 

D.l. Repeat drill, substituting dãng kia for dó in student sentences. 78 



Eo Transformation Drill 

1. Cái dó là gl? 

What is that (thing)? 

2. Ông dó là ông Minh. 

That gentleman is Mr. Minh. 

3. Bà dó là ai? 

Who is that lady? 

4. Anh dó tên Hieu. 

That fellow's name is Hieu. 

50 Cô dó muôn di. 

That girl wants to go. 

6. Tôi không biet ngudi dó. 

I don't know that person. 

7. ông dó có xe, phai không? 

That man has a vehicle, right? 

8. Bà dó biet ông Long. 

That lady knows Mr. Long. 

9. Cht dó không phai là chi Liên. 

That girl/woman is not Miss/Mrs. 
Lien. 

, . "" " " Cal nay la gl? 

What is this (thing)? 

" "" "A • Ong nay la ong Mlnh. 

This gentleman is Mr. Minh. 

Bà nay là ai? 

Who is this lady? 

'" " ,.( Anh nay ten Hieu. 

This fellow's name is Hieu. 

A ~ ,( • 

Co nay muon dl. 

This girl wants to goo 
, ~ 

Tôi không biêt ngudi nay. 

I don't know this person. 

6 ~, ./. A 

Ong nay co xe, phal khong? 

This man has a vehicle, right? 

, '" • ,( A Ba nay blet ong Long. 

This lady knows Mr. Long. 

Cht nay không phai là cht Liên. 

This girl/woman is not Miss/Mrs. Lien. 
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F. Transformation Drill 

1. Dó lã ông Hiêu. 

That's Mr. Hieu. 
, , ~ ? , ~ 

2. Co nudc uong a do khong? 

Is there any drinking water there? 

3. Ông dó lã ai? 

Who's that man? 

4. Dó lã d~n D~a-PhUdng-Quân, phAi không? 

That's a Regional Forces camp, right? 

5. Không có sân máy bay & dó. 

There's no airport there. 

6. Ngudi dó không phAi lã d~i-tá Long. 

That person is not Colonel Long. 

, '" ?"" ~ ? ~ 7. Do khong phal la nha ong trudng ap. 

That's not the hamlet chief's house. 

8. Có nhà thudng & dó. 

There's a hospital there. 
, ~ . ,.. 

9. Anh do muon dl Can-Thd. 

That fellow wants to go to Can-Tho. 

,... ",.. • ;l 

Day la ong Hleu. 

This is Mr. Hieu. 
, , ~ ? ~ ~ 

Co nudc uong a àay khong? 

Is there any drinking water here? 

"" ,.. " . Ong nay la al? 

Who's this man? 

Dây lã d~n D~a-Phudng-Quân, phAi không? 

This is a Regional Forces camp, right? 

Không có sân máy bay & dây. 

There's no airport here. 

Ngudi nay không phAi lã à~i-tá Long. 

This person is not Colonel Long. 

~ ~ ?"" ~ ? ~ 
Day khong phal la nha ong trudng ap. 

This is not the hamlet chief's house. 

cá nhã thudng & àây. 

There's a hospital here. 
,.. ~ . ,.. 

Anh nay muon àl Can-Thd. 

This fellow wants to go to Can-Tho. 
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G. Transformation Dri11 

1. Ông d~c không? 

Are yo~ going to read it? 

2. ông ay muón di không? 

Does he want to go? 

3. ông 1àm cái dó không? 

Are you going to do that? 

4. ông Hieu muón nghe cái nay không? 

Does Mr. Hieu want to listen to 
this? 

5. D~i-úy Kim d?c cái dó không? 

Did Captain Kim read that? 

6. Bà Liên biet cái dó không? 

Does Mrs. Lien know that? 

ó , • ~ A 7. Ong ãn cal nay khong? 

Are you going to eat this? 

8. Ông mua cái dó không? 

Are you going to buy that? 

9. Ông muón di l~i nhà ông Hãi không? 

Do you want to go to Mr. Hai's 
house? 

ông d?c chlia? 

Have you read it yet? 

Ông ay muón di chua? 

Does he want to go yet? 

Ông 1àm cái dó chua? 

Have you done that yet? 

A .~ ~ '. ~ Ong Hleu muon nghe cal nay chua? 

Does Mr. Hieu want to 1isten to this yet? 

D~i-úy Kim d?c cái dó chua? 

Has Captain Kim read that yet? 

Bà Liên biet cái dó chua? 

Does Mrs. Lien know that yet? 

ông ãn cái n~y chua? 

Have you eaten this yet? 

Ông mua cái dó chua? 

Have you bought that yet? 

Ông muón di l~i nhà ông Hai chua? 

Do you want to go to Mr. Hai's house 
yet? 
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H. Transformation Dri11 

1. Tôi không d~c. 

I didn1t read it. 

2. 5ng ây không muôn mua. 

He doesn't want to buy it. 
A J 2 A • ~ 3. Ong Tlnh-Truâng khong blet. 

The Province Chier doesn't know. 

4. Tôi không muon bán cái dó. 

I don't want to se11 that. 

5. D~i-tá Minh không d?c cái nay. 

Co1one1 Mính didn't read thi~. 

6. cô ây không lrum cái dó. 

She didn't do that. 

'7 
I • Tôi không nghe cái dó. 

I didn't hear that. 

'" "t ii. "t Ong ay khong muon ãn. 

tie doesn't want to eat. 
A '2. " ,: 9. Ong Hal khong den. 

}ir. Hai didn't come. 

Tôi chua d,?c. 

I haven't read it yet. 

Ông ây chua muon mua. 

He doesn't want to buy it yet. 
A ~ ~ .~ Ong Tlnh-Trudng chua blet. 

The Province Chier doesn't know yet. 

Tôi chua muon bán cái dó. 

I don't want to sell that yet. 

Dai-tá ~·1inh chua d,?c cái nay. 

Colonel Minh hasn't ~ead this yet. 

Cô ây chua làm cái dó. 

She hasn't done that yet. 

Tôi chJa nghe cái dó. 

I haven't heard that yet. 
Ao,( ",( 

Ong ay chua muon ~. 

Ee doesn't want to eat yet. 
~ ~ ~ 

Ong Hai chua ~en. 

Mr. Hai hasn't come yet. 
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I. Response Dri11 
A .;< ;< 

1. Ong ay den ehua? 

Has he arrived yet? 

2. Ông Long biêt ehua? 

Does Mr. Long know it yet? 

30 Ông doe eái dó ehua? 

Have you read that yet? 

4. Ông â y muón di ehua? 

Does he want to go yet? 

5. Cô Phudng 1àm eái dó ehua? 

Has Miss Phuong done that yet? 

6. Ông an eái nay ehua? 

Have you eaten this yet? 
,.... .;< , , • , 7. Ong ay ban cal do chua? 

Has he sold that yet? 

8 0 Ông muón nghe eái nay ehua? 

Do you want to hear this yet? 

9. Ông Smith di Viêt-Nam chua? 

Has Mr. Smith gone to Viet-Nam yet? 

Da ehua. (Ông ây ehua dên.) 

No. (Lit. Not yet.) (He hasn't arrived 
yet~-)--

D~ ehua. (Ông Long ehua biêt.) 

No. (Mr. Long doesn't know it yet.) 

Da ehua. (Tôi ehua doe eái dó.) 

No. (I haven't read that yet.) 

Da ehua. (Ông ây chua muón di.) 

No. (He doesn't want to go yet.) 

D~ ehua. (Cô Phudng ehua làm eái dó.) 

No. (Miss Phuong hasn't done that yeto) 

Da ehua. (Tôi ehua an eái nay.) 

No. (I haven't eaten this yet.) 

Da ehua. (Ông ây ehua bán eái dó.) 

No. (He hasn't sold that yet.) 

Da chua. (Tôi ehua muón nghe cái nay.) 

No. (I don't want to hear this yet.) 

D~ chua. (Ông Smith chua di vi~t-Nam.) 

No. (Mr. Smith hasn't gone to Viet
Nam yet.) 
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J. Response Dri11 

1. 
A ;< ,K 

Ong ay den chua? D~ r~i. (Ông ây dên r~i.) 

Has he arrived yet? Yes. (Lit. A1ready. ) (He has arrived 
a1ready. ) 

2. Ông Hieu biet chua? Da r~i. (Ông Hieu biet r~i.) 

Does Mr. Hieu know it yet? Yes. (Mr. Hieu knows it a1ready.) 

3. ông d~c cái nay chua? D~ r~i. (Tôi d~c cái nay r~i.) 

Have you read this yet? Yes. (Irve read this a1ready.) 

4. Bà Kim biet cái dó chua? '" . D~ rOl. (Bà Kim biet cái dó r~i.) 

Does Mrs. Kim know that yet? Yes. (Mrs. Kim knows that a1ready.) 

c::' 
./. Ông coi cái dó chua? Da r~i. (Tôi coi cái dó r~i.) 

Have you looked at that yet? Yes. (Irve looked at that a1ready.) 

6. Cô Liên 1àm cái dó chua? Da r~i. (Cô Liên 1àm cái dó r~i.) 

Has Miss Lien done that yet? Yes. (Miss Lien has done that a1ready.) 

Ông nghe cái nay chua? '" (Tôi nghe cái nay r~i.) 7. D~ roi. 

Have you 1istened to this yet? Yes. (I've 1istened to this already.) 

8. Ông ây di MY chua? '" (Ông ây di MY r~i.) D~ roi. 

Has he gone to America yet? Yes. (He has gone to America a1ready.) 

9. Ông Minh bán cái dó chua? Da r~i. (Ông Minh bán cái dó r~i.) 
o 

Has Mr. Minh sold that yet? Yes o (Mr. Minh has sold that a1ready.) 
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K. Response Drill 

lo 
"",-( A 

Ong muon doc khong? D~ không. (Tôi không muôn d?c.) 

Do you want to read it? No. (I don't want to read it.) 

2. Ông Minh biêt không? D~ khôngo (Ông Minh không biêt.) 

Does Mr. Minh know it? No. (Mr. Minh doesn't know it.) 

3. 
Â ;< ,.,,, 

Ong muon mua cal do khong? Dt?- không. (Tôi không muon mua cái dó.) 

Do you want to buy that? No. (I don't want to buy that.) 

4. ông â y biêt ông không? D~ không. (Ông ây không biêt tôi.) 

Does he know you? No. (He doesn't know me.) 

5. Ao ;( '. ~ A 

Ong muon an cal nay khong? D~ không. (Tôi không muon ãn cái n~y.) 

Do you want to eat this? No. (I don't want to eat this.) 

6. ông d~i-tá di Sài-Gon không? D~ không. (Ông d~i-tá không di Sài-gàn.) 

Is the Colonel going to Saigon? No. (The Colonel is not going to 
Saigon. ) 

70 '" " , . '" ,.. Ong Iam cal nay khong? D~ không. (Tôi không làm cái n~y.) 

Are you going to do this? No. (I'm not going to do this.) 

8. Bà â y muon bán không? D~ không. (Bà â y không muon bán.) 

Does she want to sell it? No. (She doesn't want to sell it.) 

9. Ông nghe cái dó không? D~ không. (Tôi không nghe cái dÓ.) 

Did you hear that? No. (I didn't hear that.) 
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L. ResEonse Dri11 

1. 
A;( A-

Ong muon dc;c khong? Da muôn. (Tôi muôn dc;c.) . 
Do you want to read it? Yes. (Lit. Want.) (I want to read i·t.) 

2. Ông ây biet cái dó không? Da biet. (Ông ây biet cái dó.) . 
Does he know that? Yes. (He knows that.) 

30 Ông mu~n mua không? D~ muon. (Tôi muon mua. ) 

Do you want to buy it? Yes. (I want to buy it.) 

4. Ông muon doc cái dó không? Da muon. (Tôi muon dc;c cái dÓ.) 

Do you want to read that? Yes. (I want to read that.) 

5. Ông Smith di Vi~t-Nam không? Da di. (Ông Smith di Vi~t-Namo) 

Is Mr. Smith going to Viet-Nam? Yes o (Mr. Smith is going to Viet-Nam.) 

6. ~ ,t , '. , A 

Ong ay ban cal do khong? D~ bán. (Ông ây bán cái dÓ.) 

Is he going to se11 that? Yes. (He's going to se11 that.) 

7. Ông biet ông Hieu không? D~ biet. (Tôi biet ông Hieu.) 

Do you know Mr. Hieu? Yes. (I know Mr. Hieu.) 

8. Ông mu~n coi cái dó không? D~ muon. (Tôi mu~n coi cái dó.) 

Do you want to look at that? Yes. (I want to look at that.) 

90 Ông mu~n nghe cái n~y không? 
;( 

Da muon. (Tôi mu~n nghe cái nay.) 

Do you want to 1isten to this? Yes. (I want to 1isten to this.) 
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Mo Response Drill 
A. '. , Ao;< A-lo TOl chua doc cal do. Ong muon d?c khong? 

I haven't read that yet. Do you want to read it? 

2. Tôi chua di ~ung Tàu. Ông muôn di không? 

I haven't gone to Vung Tau yet. Do you want to go? 
A. '. ~ Ao tI"l __ A 3. TOl chua an cal nay. Ong muon an khong? 

I haven't eaten this yet. Do you want to eat it? 

4. Tôi chua có cái dó. Ông muôn có không? 

I don't have that yet. Do you want (to have) it? 

5. Tôi chua làm cái dó. Ông muôn làm không? 

I haven1t done that yet. Do you want to do it? 

6. Tôi chua nghe cái n~y. Ông muon nghe không? 

I haven't Iistened to this yet. Do you want to Iisten to it? 

70 Tôi chua coi cái dó. Ông muon coi không? 

I haven't Iooked at that yeto Do you want to look at it? 

8. Tôi chua uông cái n~y. Ông muon uông không? 

I haven't drunk this yet. Do you want to drink it? 

". ".' A ,.t, Ao 90 TOl chua Iam cal do. Ong muon Iam khong? 

I haven't done that yet. Do you want to do it? 
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N. Response Dri11 

1. Ông Minh d?c không? 

Is Mr. Minh going to read it? 

2. Ông Hài biet chua? 

Does Mr. Hai know it yet? 

3. Ông Hieu có, phài không? 

Mr. Hieu has it, right? 

4. Ô~g mua cái nay không? 

Are you going to buy this? 

5. Ông ay bán cái dó chua? 

Has he sold that yet? 

6. Thieu-tá Long viet cái dó, phài không? 

Major Long wrote that, right? 

" ,( 7. Co Phudng den chua? 

Has Miss Phuong arrived yet? 

8. Ông muon d~c cái dó không? 

Do you want to read that? 

9. Bà Kim 1àm cái nay, phãi không? 

Mrs. Kim is going to do this, 
right? 

Da doc. (Ông Minh doc.) . . . 
Yes. (Mr. Minh is going to read it.) 

Da r~i. (Ông Hãi biet r~i.) 

Yes. (Mr. Hai knows it already.) 

D~ phãi. (Ông Hiêu có.) 

Yes. (Mr. Hieu has it.) 

D~ mua. (Tôi mua cái nay.) 

Yes. (Ifm going to buy this.) 

D~ r~i. (Ông ay bán cái dó r~i.) 

Yes. (He has sold that already.) 

D~ phài. (Thieu-tá Long viet cái dÓ.) 

Yes. (Major Long wrote that.) 

D~ r~i. (Cô Phudng den r~i.) 

Yes. (Miss Phuong has arrived already.) 

D~ muon. (Tôi muon d?c cái dÓ.) 

Yes. (I want to read that.) 

D~ phAi. (Bà Kim làm cái nay.) 

Yes. (Mrs. Kim is going to do this.) 
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O. Response Drill 
,,;< ,.. 

1. Ong muon d?c khong? 

Do you want to read it? 

2. Ông ay biet chua? 

Does he know it yet? 

3. Ông Minh có, phãi không? 

Mr. Minh has it, right? 

4. Ông biet ông Hieu không? 

Do you know 1-1r. Hieu? 

50 Ông lã ông Smith, phãi không? 

You are 1-1r. Smith, right? 

6. Ông Long mua xe chua? 

Has Mr. Long bought a vehicle yet? 

, ,.,.. "" " '2." 7. Do la don Nghla-Quan, phal khong? 

T.hat's a Popular Forces camp, right? 

8 0 Ông ãn chua? 

Have you eaten yet? 

.... ;<, '. , '" 90 Ong muon Iam cal do khong? 

Do you want to do that? 

Da không. (Tôi không muôn d9c.) 

No. (I don1t want to read it.) 

Da chua. (Ông ay chua biet.) 

No. (He doesn't know it yet.) 

Da không (phãi). (Ông Minh không có.) 

No. (Mr. Minh doesn't have it.) 

D~ không. (Tôi không biet ông Hieu.) 

No. (I don't know Mr. Hieu.) 

Da không(phãi~ (Tôi không phãi lã ông Smith.) 

No. (I'm not Mr. Smith.) 

D~ chua. (Ông Long chua mua xe.) 

No. (Mr. Long hasn't bought a vehicIe 
yet.) 

Da không(phã~. (Dó không phãi lã dtn Nghla
eQuân.) 

No. (That's not a Popular Forces camp.) 

D~ chua. (Tôi chua arr.) 

No. (I haven't eaten yet.) 

Da không. (Tôi không muôn làm cái dó.) 

No. (I don't want to do that.) 
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P. Response Drill 

1. Ông Minh không den. 

Mr. Minh is not coming. 

2. Ông Hiêu chua biet cái dó. 

Mr. Hieu doesn't know that yet. 

3. Dó không phài lã ông Long. 

That's not Mr. Long. 

4. Ông Qu%n-Tru&ng không có xe. 

The District Chief doesn't have 
a vehicle. 

Ông Minh den không? 

Is Mr. Minh coming? 

Da không. (Ông Minh không den.) 

No. \Mr. Minh is not coming.) 

Ông Hiêu biet cái dó chua? 

Does Mr. Hieu know that yet? 

Da chua • (Ông Hieu chua biet cái dÓ.) . 
Noo (Mro Hieu doesn't know that yetJ 

Dó lã ông Long, phài không? 

That's Mr. Long, right? 

Da không (phài). 
/,,,, 2 • ",.. 
{Do khong phal la ong Long. 
\ 

No. (That's not Mr. Long.) 

Ông Qu%n-Tru&ng có xe không? 

Does the District Chief have a vehicle? 

Da không. (Ông Quân-Tru&ng không có xe.) . . 
No. (The District Chief doesn't have a 

vehicleo) 
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50 6ng ây chua làm cái dóo 

He hasnft done that yet. 

6 0 6ng Kim không phài lã trung-tá. 

Mr. Kim is not a lieutenant 
colonel o 

7. 6ng Hài chua muon di. 

Mr. Hai doesn't want to go yet. 

8. 6ng ây không muon bán cái nay. 

He doesn't want to sell this. 

~ ;.( , , . , 
Ong ay Iam cal do chua? 

Has he done that yet? 

Da chua o (6ng ay chua làm cái dÓ.) . 
No. (He hasn't done that yet.) 

6ng Kim lã trung-tá, phài không? 

Mro Kim is a lieutenant colonel, right? 

Da không (phài)o (6ng Kim không phài lã trung
• tá.) 

Noo (Mro Kim is not a lieutenant colonel~ 

6ng Hài muôn di chua? 

Does Mr. Hai want to go yet? 

Da chua • (6ng Hài chua muon di.) . 
No. (Mr. Hai doesn't want to go yet.) 

ó ,( ,( , ,.,... ;-. 

Ong ay muon ban cal nay khong? 

Does he want to sell this? 

D~ không. (ông ây không muon bán cái nayo) 

No. (He doesn't want to sell thiso) 
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1. 

EXERCISES 

Practice the Basic Dialogue, replacing doe cái nay 'read this' in Sentence 1 with: 

(a) viet cái nay Iwrite this l 

(b) coi cái nay 'look at this' 

(c) nghe cái nay 'listen to this' 

(d) 

( e) 

( f) 

làm cái nay 'do this' 

di l~i nhà ông Qu~n-Tru&.ng 

doe báo 'read the paper' 

Make other changes as appropriate. 

'go to the District Chief's house' 
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buy 

donrt buy! 

lo Donrt buy that one! 

how come? or why? 

(lit. because why?) 

2. How come (like that)? 

is of bad quality 

is bad or is very bad 

3. (Because) that one is no good. 

is of good quality 

is [it] good, or bad? 

4. (And) is this one good, or bad? 

LESSON 7 

BASIC DIALOGUE 

Mr. Hai 

Mr. Smith 

Mr. Hai 

Mr. Smith 

mua 

d-ltng mua 

(Ông) d~ng mua cái dó. 

sao 

tai sao . 
( T~i) sao v~y? 

,( 

xau 
,( , 

xau Iam 

(T~i) cái dó xâu lãm. 

tôt 

,( ,( 

tot hay xau 

, '. "',t ;< Con cal nay tot hay xau? 
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is alI right ar is O.K. 

50 This ane's O.K. 

buy! ar buy, huh? ar 
haw-abaut buying~ 

6 0 Buy it! 

Mr. Hai 

dudc . 
'. "" Dc;t cal nay du?,c. 

mua di 

(Ông) mua di. 
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NOTES 

1. D~ng: GENERAL PATTERN: d~g + verbal X = general prohibition: 'don't X', 'you 

mustn't X'. 

The subject (i.e. the person addressed) may or may not be expressed in Vietnamese. Its 

occurrence makes the command less abrupt, except in those few patterns where it is 

required (i.e. in cüng patterns -- cf. the third example, following). 

Examples: 

(Ông) ô~ng di. 'Don't (you) go.' 

(Ông) drtng ãn cái dó. 'Don't (you) eat that.' ~ 'You mustn't eat that.' 

Ông cÜDg d~g ãn cái dó. 'Don't you eat that either.' 

2. Sao 'how come?' or 'why?', like Bl 'what?', ai 'who?' and dâu 'where?', is a question 

word. It regularly occurs either in initial position or preceded by !~l 'because'. 

Examples: 

(Tai) sao ông mua cái nay? 'How come you bought this?' or 'Why did you buy this?' . -
(T~i) sao ông ay chua den? 'How come he hasn't arrived yet?' 

(T~i) sao ông ay không di? 'How come he's not going?' 

Tai 'because' introduces a statement or question of cause. It may occur initially or 

medially in a sentence, as in the following examples: 

Tôi không di tai tôi không có xe. 'I'm not going because I don't have a vehicle.' . 
(T~i) sao ông không di? 'How come you're not going?' 

T~i tôi không có xe. 'Because I don't have a vehicle.' 

Ông ay không mua tai cái dó xau làm. 'He didn't buy that because it was no good.' . 
(T~i) sao ông ay không mua? 'How come he didn't buy it?' 

T~i cái dó xau lãm. 'Because it was no good.' 
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3. xãu: Words like xãu 'is bad' and tôt 'is o~ good quality' belong to a sub-class of verbaIs 

which will herea~ter be called STATlVE VERBALS. Non-stative verbaIs will hereafter be 

called ACTION VERBALS. 

Stative verbaIs rarely occur alone in a sentence or phrase. They are usually at least 

~ollowed by a quali~ying word and/or preceded by da. One such qualifier is lãm, which, _e_ __ 
unless stressed, is a very weak 'very'; with stress, it corresponds to a stronger 

Ehglish 'very' o 

Example: 

xãu lãm. '[It] is (very) bad.' or (with stressed lãm) '[It] is very bad.' 

The yes-or-no question pattern consisting o~ a verbal expression + không is already 

~amiliar (~or example, Ông biet không? 'Do you know?'). ln this pattern, the verbal 

may be preceded by unstressed có as an indication of emphasis on the immediately 

~ollowing word (for example, Ông có biet không? 'Do you ~?'). The pattern with có 

is particularly common when the verbal is a stative verbal o 

Examples: 

(Có) tót không? 'Is [it] good?' 

Cái nay (có) tót không? 'Is this one good?' 

ln the a~~irmative answer, the stative verbal is repeated with a preceding da and/or 

a ~ollowing quali~ier like lãm: 
,.c 

~ tot o 

or (D~) tót lãmo 

The short negative answer is: 

(D~) khôngo 
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4 '" '" o Tot hay xau? 

Two statements joined by hay form an alternate question in Vietnamese. Overlapping is 

usually but not always eliminated, with hay occurring between the parts on which the 

questioning focuses. 

Examples: 

\
C~~ 
Cal 

cái 

\
~ng 
Ong 

Ông 

nay tôt. 'This is good.' 

nay xau. 'This is bad.' 

nay tôt hay (cái nay) xau? 'Is this good, or (is this) bad?' 

Hài di. 'Mr. Hai is goingo' 

Minh di. 'Mr. Minh is going.' 

Hài (di) hay ông Minh di? 'Is Mr. Hai (going), or is Mr. Minh going?' 

60 mua di: Affirmative command patterns in Vietnamese include an action verbal expression 

with or without an expressed subject (cf o the description of the negative command 

pattern above). 

Example: 

(Ông) d?C cái nayo '(You) read this one.' 

The occurrence of unstressed di at the end of the sentence softens an affirmative 

command, making it less abrupt and more like a suggestion o 

(Ông) mua cái nay di. '(You) buy this one, huh?' or 'How about buying this one?' 
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DRILLS 

A. Substitution Dri11 

1. Don't I buy I that. Dltng mua cái dó. 

2. se11 bán 

30 eat an 

4. drink 
,t 

uong 

50 do 1àm 

60 ' . say nOl 

7. study I h<;>c 

8 0 use dUng 

90 ask for or xin 
request 

10 0 forget I quên 

B. Substitution Dri11 

1. Don'tl go Dltng di 

20 come dên 

30 sit 
)-. . 

ngol 

40 stand dÚTIg 

50 wait ddi 
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c. Response Dri11 

1. Tôi mu5n mua. (Ông) dltng mua. 

I want to buy it. Don't buy it. 

2. Tôi mu5n ddi. (Ông) d1tng d<;>,i. 

I want to wait. Don't wait. 

30 Tôi mu5n dên. (ông) " ,t dung den. 

I want to come. Don't come. 

4. Tôi mu5n xin cái dó. (Ông) dltng xin cái dó. 

I want to request that. Don't request that. 

5. A. ,-( """. Tal muon ngol. (Ông) dilng ng~i. 

I want to sit. Don't sit. 

6. Tôi mu5n nói cái dó. (Ông) d1tng nói cái dóo 

I want to say that. Don't say that. 

7. Tôi mu5n dling. (Ông) dltng dling. 

I want to stand. Don't stand. 

8. Tôi mu5n dUng cái dó. (Ông) dilng dUng cái dó. 

I want to use that. Don't use that. 

9. ". " " '."..... Tal muon Iam cal nayo (Ông) d1tng làm cái n~yo 

I want to do this. Don' t do this. 
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D. Expansion Drill 

1. Tôi không mua cái dó. 

1'm not going to buy that. 

2. Ông Minh không di. 

Mr. Minh is not going. 

3. Tôi không d?,i. 

1'm not going to wait. 

4. Tôi không ng~i. 

1'm not going to sit. 

5. Ao ;< A " '.' Ong ay khong dung cal do. 

He's not going to use that. 

6. Ông Hiêu không nói cái dó. 

Mr. Hieu is not going to say 
that. 

7. Ông ây không làm cái nay. 

HeIs not going to do this. 

Tôi không mua cái dó. Ông cling d~g mua cái dó. 

1'm not going to buy that. Don't you buy 
that, either. 

Ông Minh không di. Ông cling d~ng di. 

Mr. Minh is not going. Don't you go, either. 

Tôi không d?,i. ông cling d~ng d?,i. 

1'm not going to wait. Don't you wait, 
either. 

Tôi không ng~i. Â ,..". " '" • Ong cung dung ngol. 

1'm not going to sit. Don't you sit, either. 

A tI"l A "\ '.' A ,-..,J , " '. Ong ay khong dung cal do. Ong cung dung dung cal 
dóo 

He's not going to use that. Don't you use 
that, either. 

Ông Hiêu không nói cái dó. Ông cÜllg d~ng nói cái 
dó. 

Mr. Hieu is not going to say that. Don't you 
say that, either. 

A "".( A " '. '" A rY " " '. Ong~ay khong Iam cal nay. Ong cung dung Iam cal 
nay. 

He's not going to do this. Don't you do this, 
either. 
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E. Response Drill 

1. 5ng ãy không muôn mua. ( T~i) 
A ,.t A ,t 

sao ong ay khong muon mua? 

He doesn't want to buy it. How come he doesn't want to buy it? 

2. Tô i quên cái 'dó. (T~i) sao ông quên cái dó? 

I forgot that. How come you forgot that? 

3. 5ng Hieu chua den. ( T~i) 
A".t tI"l 

sao ong Hieu chua den? 

Mr. Hieu hasn't arrived yet. How come Mr. Hieu hasn't arrived yet? 

4. 5ng d~i-tá không muôn di. (T~i) sao ông d~i-tá không muôn di? 

The Colonel doesn't want to go. How come the Colonel doesn't want to go? 

5. " .,( " , . ').., Ong ay Iam cal nay. ( T~i) 
" .,( " , . ').., sao ong ay Iam cal nay? 

He did this. How come he did this? 

6. A A ~ • '. , 

Ong Qu~n-Truang Xln cal do. ( T~i) sao ông Qu~n-Trub.ng xin cái dó? 

The District Chief requested How come the District Chief requested 
that. that? 

7. 5ng Minh d ç1i • ( T~i) sao ông Minh d~i. 

Mr. Minh is going to wait. How come Mr. Minh is going to wait? 

8. Ông ãy chua nói cái dó. ( T~i) sao ông ãy chua nói cái dó? 

He hasn't said that yet. How come he hasn't said that yet? 

9. Ông ây biet r~i. ( T~i) " ;( ;< " sao ong ay biet roi? 

He knows already. How come he knows already? 
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F. Substitution Dril1 

That one's no good. (Lit. That one is of bad quality.) Cái dó 
;( 

I lfun. 1. xau 

20 That one' s good. (Lit. That one is of good quality.) tot 

3. That one's big. lÓ'n 

4. That one's small. nh6 

50 That one's longe dài 

6 0 That one's short. .L, ngan 

70 That one's new. mÓ'i 

8 0 That one' s old. cü 

9. That one's expensive. .L, mac 

10 0 That one's cheap. '2 re 

11. That one's tasty. ngon 

120 That one's not tasty. (Lit. That one's bad-tasting.) d& 

130 That one' s hot. , 
nong 

14. That one' s cold. lanh . 
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G. Substitution Drill 

1. Is that good, or bad? Cái dó I t~t hay 
,r( 

? xau 

2. Is that big, or small? lÓ'n nh6 

3. Is that long, or short? dài I ngãn 

4. Is that old, or new? cu mÓ'i 

5. Is that expensive, or cheap? .f. '2 mac re 

6. Is that tasty, or not tasty? ngon dÓ' 

7. Is that hot, or cold? I nóng I Ilanh 

H. Response Drill 

1. Cái nay tôt. Con cái dó tôt hay xâu? 

This one' s goo d. And is that one good, or bad? 

2. Cái nay mãe. " , • ,..!, ~ Con cal do mac hay re? 

This one's expensive. And is that one expensive, or cheap? 

3. Cái nay dài. Con cái dó d.ài hay ng ãn ? 

This one's longo And is that one long, or short? 

4. , . '" , Cal nay nong o Con cái dó nóng hay l~nh? 

This one's hoto And is that one hot, or cold? 

5. , . ~ , . 
Cal nay mdl o Con cái dó mÓ'i hay cu? 

This one's new. And is that one new, or old? 
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6. ' ,... Cai nay ngon o 
" , . , ~ Con cal do ngon hay da? 

This onets tasty. And is that one tasty, or not tasty? 

7. ' . "... , Cal nay 100. " '. " ~ Con cal do 100 hay nho? 

This onets big. And is that one big, or small? 

I. Response Drill 

1. 
' . ,;.( ".( Cal do tot hay xau? D~ (cái dÓ) tót lãm. 

Is that one good, or bad? (That one)ts good. 

2. Cái dó mãe hay ré? D~ (cái dó) mãe lãm. 

Is that one expensive, or cheap? (That one)'s expensive. 

30 Cái dó dài hay ngãn? D~ (cái dÓ) dài lfun. 

Is that one long, or short? (That one)ts longe 

40 Cái dó mdi hay cu? D~ (cái dó) mdi lfun. 

Is that one new, or old? (That one)ts new. 

5. Cái dó nóng hay l~nh? D~ (cái dÓ) nóng lãm. 

Is that one hot, or cold? (That one)'s hot. 

6. Cái dó ngon hay db? D~ (cái dÓ) ngon lãm. 

Is that one tasty, or not tasty? (That one)'s tasty. 

7. Cái dó 1dn hay nh6? D~ (cái dÓ) 1dn 1ãm. 

Is that one big, or sma11? (That one)'s big o 
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1.1. Repeat drill, using opposite stative verbal in student responses. 

EXAMPLE: 1. Da (cái dó) xãu lãm. . 
(That one)'s bad. 

J. Trans~ormation Drill 

1. 
'. ,;< ,( Cal do tot hay xau? Cái dó (có) tôt không? 

Is that one good, or bad? Is that one good? 

2. '. ~ ~ 2 Cal nay mac hay re? cái nay (có) mãc không? 

Is this one expensive, or aheap? Is this one expensive? 

3. Cái dó ldn hay nh6? Cái dó (có) ldn không? 

Is that one big, or small? Is that one big? 

4. ' ~ 2 Cai nay ngon hay da? cái nay (có) ngon không? 

Is this one tasty, or not tasty? Is this one tasty? 

5. Cái dó dài hay ngãn? Cái dó ( có) dài không? 

Is that one long, or short? Is that one long? 

6. Cái nay nóng hay l~nh? Cái nay (có) nóng không? 

Is this one hot, or cold? Is this one hot? 

7. Cái dó mdi hay cü? Cái dó (có) mdi không? 

Is that one new, or old? Is that one new? 
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K. Response Dri11 

lo 
'. , ,,( A. 

Cal do co tot khong? D~ (cái dó) tôt lãm. 

Is that one good? (That one)' s good. 

2. ' . ."... '" Cal nay ngon khong? D~ (cái n~y) ngon lãm. 

Is this one tasty? (This one)'s tasty. 

3. Cái dó có ldn không? D~ (cái dó) ldn lãm. 

Is that one big? (That one)rs big. 

4. Cái n~y mdi không? D~ (cái n~y) mdi 1ãmo 

Is this one new? (This one)'s new. 

5. Cái dó có dài không? D~ (cái dó) dài lãm. 

Is that one long? (That one)ts longe 

6. ' . )-.. , " Cal nay mac khong? D~ (cái nay) mãc lãm. 

Is this one expensive? (This one)ts expensive. 

7. '. ~ Â Cal nay du~c khong? D~ (cái nay) du?c lãm. 

Is this one O.K.? (This one)'s O.K. 

8. Cái dó có nóng không? D~ (cái dó) nóng lãm. 

Is that one hot? (That one)rs hot. 

106 



L. Transformation Drill 

1. Cái dó xau. '. , " ,< Cal do khong tot. 

That one's bad. That one's not good. 

2. 'o ~ 'l Cal nay re. , • '" " ..!. Cal nay khong maco 

This one's cheapo This one's not expensive. 

3. Cái dó nh6. Cái dó không ldn. 

That one's smallo That one's not big. 

4. Cái dó ngãn. Cái dó không dài. 

That one's shorto That one's not long. 

5. ' • "" IY Cal nay cu. Cái nây không mdi. 

This one' s old. This one's not new. 

6. Cái dó dbo Cái dó không ngon. 

That one tastes bad (lit. is That one's not tastyo 
bad-tasting) o 

70 'o ~ Cal nay ~~nh. , . "" " , Cal nay khong nong. 

This one's cold. This one's not hot. 

Lol. Repea t drill, reversing roles o 
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Me Combination Dri11 

" ,.( Ao".( '.' "t '- e.. ,r( A;II{ .'.' ,.t '-1. Ong ay khong muon mua. Cal do xau 1am. Ong ay khong muon mua t~l cal do xau 1am. 

He doesn't want to buy it. That's 
no good. 

2. Tôi muôn mua. Cái dó r~ 1ãm. 

r want to buy it. That's cheap. 

A ;( Â';< '. '" '2 , 3. Ong ay khong muon an. Cal nay dd 1am o 

He doesn't want to eat it o This is 
not tasty. 

He doesn't want to buy that because it's 
no good. 

Tôi muôn mua t~i cái dó rê 1ãmo 

r want to buy that because it's cheap. 
ó ;( '" ;< __ .,.,.... -2 .L. 
Ong ay khong muon an t~l cal nay dd 1am. 

He doesn't want to eat this because it's 
not tasty. 

40 Bng Hieu không di. Ông ay không có xe. Ông Hieu không di t~i ông ay không có xe. 

Mr. Hieu is not going. He doesn't 
have a vehic1e. 

5. Tôi không biet. Tôi chua doe báo. 

r don't know. r haven't read the 
newspapers o 

6. Cái nay mãe. '. ~ A .L.-Cal nay tot 1am. 

This is expensive. This is good. 

7. Tôi chua uông. Cái dó nóng 1ãm. 

Mr. Hieu is not going because he doesn't 
have a vehic1e. 

Tôi không biet t~i tôi chua doe báo. 

r don't know because r haven't read the 
newspapers. 

Cái nay mãe t~i cái nay tôt 1ãm. 

This is expensive because it's good. 

Tôi chua uông t~i cái dó nóng 1ãm. 

r'm not going to drink it yet. That's 1'm not going to drink that yet because 
ho t. it's hot. 

8. Ông ay không den. " ,.( " Ong ay quen. " ,( '" ;< .A ,.t '" Ong ay khong den t~l ong ay quen. 

He didn't come. He i'orgot. He didn't come because he f'orgot. 
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N. Response Drill 

'" ,r A· .'.' ,r ..r-I. Ong ay khong mua t~l cal do xau Iam. 

He didn't buy that because it was no 
good. 

20 Ông ay xin cái dó t~i ông ay chua có. 

He's going to ask ~or that because 
he doesn't have it yeto 

30 Cô ay không nói tai ông ay biet r~io . 
She didn't say because he knew a1ready. 

40 Ông ay không den tai ông ay quêno . 

50 

He didn't come because he ~orgot. 

Ông ay không di tai ông Smith cling không 
di. • 

He's not going because Mr. Smith is 
not going either. 

Tai 
A ,r A 

· sao ong ay khong mua? 

How come he di dn I t buy i t ? 

Da tai cái dó xau 1fun. . 
Because it was no good. 

Tai sao ông ay xin cái dó? 

How come he's going to ask ~or that? 

D~ t~i ông ay chua có. 

Because he doesn't have it yet. 

Tai 
A;ot Ao , • 

· sao co ay khong nOl? 

How come she didn' t say? 

Da tai ông ay biet r~io · . 
Because he knew a1ready. 

• A,r A ,r 
T~l sao ong ay khong den? 

How come he didn't come? 

• A ~ Ao 

Da t~l ong ay quen. 

Because he ~orgot. 

T~i sao ông ãy không di? 

How come he's not going? 

Da t~i ông Smith cting không di. 

Because Mro Smith is not going 
either. 
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6. 

70 

8. 

" ,( " ,( .. " ,( " , Ong ~y khong muon dl t~l ong ay khong co 
tien. 

He doesn't want to go because he doesn't 
have any money. 

" 'l '2 • ,( ." ,( • Ong Tlnh-Truâng chua blet tal ong ay dl 
Sài-Gon r~i. • 

The Province Chief doesn't know yet 
because heIs gone to Saigon aIready. 

,., ,(,( .",( 
Ong ay muon d9c t~l ong ay chua d9c. 

He wants to read it because he hasn't 
read it yet. 

~ ;( A. ;( _ .'.' '2 .L. 90 Ong ay khong muon an tal cal do da Iam. 

He doesn't want to eat that because it's 
not tasty. 

T~i sao ông ãy không muôn di? 

How come he doesn't want to go? 

." ;( " ,.'" 
D~ t~l ong ay khong co tlen. 

Because he doesn't have any money. 

T~i sao ông Tinh-Trudng chua biêt? 

How come the Province Chief doesn't 
know yet? 

.,.... ti'< • '. ' "" • 
D~ t~l ong ay dl Sal-Gon rOl. 

Because heIs gone to Saigon aIready. 

Tai sao ông ãy muôn d9c? 

How come he wants to read it? 

." ,( 

D~ t~l ong ay chua doc. 

Because he hasn't read it yet. 

. ",( " ,( Tal sao ong ay khong muon àn? 

How come he doesn't want to eat it? 

Da tai cái dó d& Iãm. 

Because it's not tasty. 
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o. Trans~ormation Dri11 

1. Ông drtng mua cái dó. ông mua cái dó di. 

Don't buy that. Buy that. 

2. Dltng di o Di di. 

Don't goo GO. 

3. A" " , • ~ Co dling dung cal nayo A" , • '" • Co dung cal nay dl. 

Don't use this. Use this. 

4. " ~. Anh dung ngol. Anh ng~i di. 

Don' t si t. Si t. 

5. Dltng nói. Nói di. 

Don't say it. Say it. 

6. các ông dltng d~i. các ông d~i di. 

Don'twait. Wai t. 

70 Cht dltng d1ing. Cht d1ing di. 

Don' t stand. Stand. 

8 0 
" " , . ~ Dung Iam cal nay. " , . '" . Lam cal nay dl. 

Don't do this. Do this. 

9. ông dltng di l~i nhà ông Minh. Ông di l~i nhà ông Minh di. 

Don't go to Mr. Minh's house. Go to Mro Minh's house. 

N.l. Repeat drill, reversing roles. 
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P_ Response Drill 

1. Tôi không muôn mua cái dó. 

I donft want to buy that. 

20 ".;l '. '" TOl muon mua cal nayo 

I want to buy this. 

3. Tôi không muôn di MY-Tho. 

I donft want to go to My-Tho. 

40 Tôi muôn làm cái nay. 

I want to do this. 

5. Tôi muôn xin cái dó. 

I want to request that. 

60 Tôi không muôn bán cái dó. 

I don't want to sell that. 

7. " • A ".(.......' • '" TOl khong muon an cal nay. 

I don't want to eat this. 

8. Tôi muôn nói cái dó. 

I want to say that. 

90 Tôi không muôn l~i nhà ông Long. 

I donft want to go to Mro Longfs 
house. 

V~y (ông) dting mua. 

Then don't buy it. 

V~y (ông) mua di. 

Then buy it. 

V~y (ông) dting di. 

Then don f t go. 

V~y (ông) làm di. 

Then do it. 

V~y (ông) xin di. 

Then request it. 

V~y (ông) drtng bán. 

Then donft sell it. 

V~y (ông) d~ng ãn. 

Then donft eat it. 

V~y (ông) nói di. 

Then say it. 

V~y (ông) drtng l~i. 

Then don f t go o 
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Q. Transrormation Drill 

~ ~ ~ '.' 1. Ong ay muon mua cal do. 

Re wants to buy that. 

20 Ông ãy biet eái dó r~i. 

Re knows that already. 

3. Ông mua eái dó di. 

Buy that. 

4 '.'" ~ • Cal nay tot. 

This is good. 

5. Ông Minh lã trung-tá. 

Mr. Minh is a lieutenant eolonel o 

6. Tôi nói eái dó. 

I said that. 

7. Cái dó ngon lãm. 

That's tasty. 

8. Mãe lfun. 

It's expensive. 

90 Làm eái dó di. 

Do that o 

~ ~ " ~ '.' Ong ay khong muon mua cal do. 

Re doesn't want to buy that. 

Ông ãy ehua biet eái dó. 

Re doesn't know that yet. 

Ông d~ng mua eái dó. 

Don't buy that o 
,.'" A ~ Cal nay khong tot o 

This is not good. 

Ông Minh không phài lã trung-tá. 

Mr. Minh is not a lieutenant eolonelo 

Tôi không nói eái dó. 

I didn't say that. 

Cái dó không ngon lãm. 

That's not tasty. 

Không mãe lfun. 

It's not expensive. 

Dling 1àm eái dó. 

Don't do that. 
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10. Ông Hieu an r~i. 

Mr. Hieu has eaten already. 

11. Dudc. 

It's O.K. 

12. Có nhã thudng b dó. 

There's a hospital there. 

13. 
~ ".{ ;< 

Ong ay muon h9c. 

He wants to study. 

14. 
A ,.( ;< 

Sao ong ay biet? 

How come he knows? 

15. Cái dó lÓ'n 1 fun. 

It's big. 

16. Ông dUng cái nay di. 

Use this. 

17. Dó lã trUdng h9c. 

That's a school. 

18. Sài-Gàn nóng lãm. 

Saigon is hot. 

19. các anh ngôi di. 

Sit. 

Ông Hieu chua an. 

Mr. Hieu hasn't eaten yet. 

Không du?,c. 

It's not O.K. 

Không có nhà thudng b dó. 

There's no hospital there. 

Ông ãy không mu5n hc:c. 

He doesn't want to study. 

" ,.( Â • ,..: 

Sao ong ay khong blet? 

How comes he doesn't know? 

Cái dó không lÓ'n lãm. 

It's not big. 

õ , " , • '" Ong dling dung cal nay. 

Don't use this. 

Dó không phài lã trUdng h9c. 

That's not a school. 

Sài-Gàn không nóng lfun. 

Saigon is not hot. 

các anh d~ng ng~i. 

Don't sit. 
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EXERCISES 

1. Practice the Basic Dialogue, replacing ~ in Sentence 1 with: 

(a) ãn ' eat' 
(b) 

,( 

, drink' uong 

( c) dUng 'use' 

Make any other changes that are appropriate. 

2. Tell Mr. Hai to: 

(a) wait. (g) buy cigarettes. 

(b) sit. ( h) drink wa ter. 

( c) stand. ( i ) eat this. 

( d) go to the village chief's house. ( j ) ask for a gun. 

( e) use this. (k) read that. 

( f) study that. (1 ) do this. 

30 Tell Mro Hai not to do the things listed immediately above o 

4. Ask Mr. Hai: Mro Hai replies that it's because: 

(a) why he doesn't want to buy this. 

(b) why he doesn' t kno'{iv this. 

(c) why he isn1t going to Dalat o 

(d) how come he knows that. 

(e) why he didn't go to Mr. Hieu's house. 

(f) why he doesn't want to eat this o 

he doesn't have any moneyo 

he hasn't studied it yet. 

he doesn't want to goo 

Mr. Minh said it. 

he forgot. 

it isn't tastyo 
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5. Check on whether this is: 

( a) good. ( i) cheap. 

(b) big. ( j ) good or bad. 

( c) long.' (k) hot or cold. 

( d) new. ( 1 ) tasty or not tasty. 

( e) cold. (m) expensive or cheap. 

( f) expensive. (n) old or new. 

(g) tasty. ( o ) long or short. 

( h) hot. (p) big or small. 

Answer each question appropriately. 
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allow ~ permit ~ let 

allow me to look 

allow me to look at that 

LESSON 8 

BASIC DIALOGUE 

Customer 

lo Let me see that.or Nay I see that? 

which one? 

2. Which one would you like to see? 

30 That one. 

how much? 

4. How much is this? 

5. 50$. 

5 

50 (lit. 5 tens) 

50 piasters 

Clerk 

Customer 

. ...... . 

Clerk 

cho 

cho tôi coi 

cho tôi coi cái dó 

(Ông) cho tôi coi cái dó. 

, . " cal nao 

A ,;-( .' • , 

D~ ong muon COl cal nao? 

Cái dó. 

bao nhiêu 

Cái n~y bao nhiêu? 

nam 

nam chuc . 
~ 

nam chuc dong 

Da nam chuc (d~ng). 
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how many (units of things)? 
,( , 

may cai 

6. How many do you want (lit. are you Ông mua mây cái? 

going to buy)? 

Customer 

2 hai 

2 (units of things) hai cái 

70 I'll take (lit. buy) two. Tôi mua hai cái. 

C1erk 

1 môt . 
1 hundred môt tram 

80 Here. 100[$J. D~ dây. Môt trame 
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NOTES 

COUNTERS: The use of a nominal in many Vietnamese contexts indicates an unspecified nominal 

unspecified even as to number. For example, Ông có d~ng-h~ không? means 'Do you have 

watch/es/?' -- i.e. a watch or several watches but not any particularly designated one/s/. 

Moving from the general to the specific in Vietnamese -- i.e. moving from 'a watch or 

watches in general' to 'this watch' or 'that watch' or fone watch' or 'two watches' or 

'these two watches' usually involves the use of auxiliary nominaIs indicating types of 

units. These words will be called COUNTERS. The use of counters in Vietnamese is 

comparable to the use in English of 'head' in '5 head of cattle', 'loaf' in fone loaf of 

bread', etc. While such patterns are comparatively rare in English, compared with the 

usual direct counting pattern (as in 'two watches', 'three friends', etc.), they represent 

the normal pattern in Vietnamese. 

One such counter is cái, used to count units of inanimate objects belonging to no designated 

class. Included in this group are clocks or watches, tables, chairs, radios, and conical 

straw hats. 

ln the usual Vietnamese counting pattern, a numerall + counter precedes the general nominal. 

Thus: hai cái d~ng-h~ 'two (units of) watches' 

When the context makes the referent clear, numeral + counter -- BUT NOT NUMERAL ALONE -

occurs without a following general nominal. 

Thus: Tôi mua hai cái. 'I bought two (of whatever is under discussion).' 

The corresponding question word is may 'how many?' : 

ông mua may cái (d~ng-h~)? 'How many (watches) did you buy?' 

lFor numeraIs from 1 to 10, see Drill A, following. 
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The demonstrative dó 'that , nay 'this and dãng kia 'over there', and their 

corresponding interrogative nào 'which ___ ?', occur following a counter or counter + nominal. 

Without a numeral indicating more than one, such combinations regularly refer to the 

singular only. 
, . "" '" '" . Examples: cal dong-ho nay 'thlS watch' 

cái dó 'that one (referent known by context), 

cái dãng kia lthat one over there (referent known by context), 
, . "'" "''' . cal dong-ho nao? 'WhlCh watch?' 

cái nào? 'which one? (referent known by context)t 

Only with certain nominals is the use of a counter not required. For example, words 

indicating buildings (for which the counter is cái insofar as it occurs) commonly occur in 

the various patterns described above without a counter. 

Examples: hai khách-san or hai cái khách-san ltwo hotels' . . 
ti~m an nay ~ cái ti~m an nay lthis restaurant' 

For further examples of this usage, see Drill N, following. 

4. Bao nhiêu 'how much?' refers to quantity in general. Its use is not limited to questions of 

price. 

5. Nam ch~c d~ng: The counter for piasters, the monetary unit of Viet-Nam, is d~ng. Its special 

symbol is a dollar-sign following a number. Thus: 5$ = 5 piasters. One American dollar 

is equivalent to about 115 piasters. When quoting prices in Vietnamese, the word d~ng is 

frequently dropped, with the result that a number may then occur within a sentence without 

u following nominal. 

A sentence consisting of a nominal expression followed by a money expression indicates cost. 

Example: Cái nay nam ch~c (d~ng). lThis is (i.e. costs) 50$.' 
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Ch~~ is a counter for units of tens. Thus: 

môt chuc '10 (i.e. 1 ten)' . . 
hai chuc . '20 (i.e. 2 tens)' 

ba chuc '30 (i. e. 3 tens)', etc. '. 
Similarly, tram (Sentence 8) is the counter for units of hundreds, and ngàn for units of 

thousands. 

The numeral mudi 'lO' (cf. Drill A, following) occurs as an alternant of ~?t ch~~ '1 unit of 

ten' in many, but not alI, contexts. For example: 
'. ~ mudl dong 

or môt chuc d~ng '10$' . . 
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DRILLS 

A. Substitution Drill 

1. He's going to buy one (lit. one unit). 6ng ãy mua môt ' . cal. 

2. two hai 

3. three ba 

4. four bon 

5. five nãm 

6. six 
, 

sau 

7. seven bày 

8. eight tám 

9. nine chín 

10. ten mudi 

11. How many is he going to buy? 
"l 

I ? may 

B. Substitution Drill 

1. This one is ten piasters I • Cái nayl mªt ch~c (d~ng) 
2. twenty piasters hai chuc (d~ng) 

3. thirty piasters ba chuc (d~ng) . 
4. forty piasters bôn ch~c (d~ng) 

5. fifty piasters nãm ch1:lc (d~ng) 
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6. This one is sixty piasters i · Cái nay I sáu chuc (d~ng) . 
7. seventy piasters bày chl;lc (d~ng) 

8. eighty piasters ' ~ ) taro chl;lc (dong 

9. I ninety piasters I chín chl;lc (d~ng) 

10. How much is this one? I bao nhiêu ? 

C. Substitution Drill 

1. He has I one hundred piasters Ông ãy có I m9t tram (d~ng) 
2. I two hundred piasters I hai tram (d~ng) 

3. I three hundred piasters ba trãm (d~ng) 

4. I four hundred piasters bôn trãm (d~ng) 

5. I fi ve hundred piasters nam tram (d~ng) 

6. I six hundred piasters ' ~ ) sau trarn (dong 

7. I seven hundred piasters bày tram (d~ng) 

8. eight hundred piasters tám tram (d~ng) 

9. I nine hundred piasters chfn tram (d~ng) 

10. I one thousand piasters ~ '( ~ ) m<;>t ngan dong 

11. How much does he have? bao nhiêu ? 
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D. Response Dri11 

A",.! A,. 2. A 

1. Ong ay mua m~t cal, phal khong? 

He's going to buy one, right? 
, • ,.. ,.. Z • A 

2. Cal nay nam ch~c dong, phal khong? 

This one is fifty piasters, right? 

'.' __ "'" 2." 3. Cal do ba trrun dong, phal khong? 

That one is three hundred piasters, 
right? 

4. 5ng CÓ chín cái, phài không? 

You have nine, right? 

5. Ông muon 1àm bon cái, phài không? 

You want to do four, right? 

6. Ông ây xin hai ngàn, phài không? 

He's asking for two thousand [piasters], 
right? 

A " ~. A 70 Ong co sau tram, phal khong? 

You have six hundred [piasters], right? 

8 0 Cái dó chín trãm d~ng, phài không? 

That one is nine hundred piasters, 
right? 

Da không (phài). Ông ây mua hai cái. 

No. He's going to buy two. 

Da không (phài). Cái nay sáu ch~c d~ng. 

No. This one is sixty piasters. 

Da không (phài). Cái dó bon tram d~ng. 

No. That one is four hundred 
piasters o 

D~ không (phài). Tôi có mudi cái. 

No. I have ten. 

Da không (phài). Tôi muôn 1àm nam cái. 

Noo I want to do five. 

D~ không (phài)o Ông ây xin ba ngàn. 

No. He's asking for three thousand 
[piasters]o 

Da không (phài)o Tôi có bày trame 

No. I have seven hundred [piasters]. 

D~ không (phài)o Cái dó m9t ngàn d~ngo 

No. That one is one thousand 
piasters o 
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9. Ông ây bán tám cái, phãi không? Da không (phãi) • Â ~ , , '. Ong ay ban chln ca~_ 

Hefs going to sell eight, right? No. Hefs going to sell nine. 

10. 
' ..,...., '2 • A 

Cal nay chln ch~c, phal khong? Da không (phfti). ' • '" A Cal nay mot trame 

This one is ninety [piasters], right? No. This one is one hundred 
[piasters]. 

11. Ông có bãy cái, phãi không? D~ không (phãi). Tôi có tám cáio 

You have seven, right? Noo I have eight. 

Eo Response Drill 

1. Ông ây mua hai cáio Ông â y mua mây cái? 

Hefs going to buy two. How many is he going to buy? 

D~ ông ay mua hai cái. 

Hefs going to buy two. 

2. Có nam cái & dây. , ,.( '. II " Co may cal a day? 

There are five here. How many are there here? 

, ...., '. '2 A 

D~ co nam cal a day. 

There are five here. 

3. Ông â y dting ba cái. " ,.( , "" , . Ong ay dung may cal? 

Hefs going to use three. How many is he going to use? 

" ".(, , . 
D~ ong ay dung ba cal. 

Hefs going to use three o 
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4. Ông ây muôn bán mudi cái. 

He wants to se11 ten. 

5. Có bôn cái & dãng kia. 

There are four over there. 

6. Ông Minh có tám cái. 

Mr. Minh has eight. 

70 Ông trub.ng ap xin bãy cáio 

The hamlet chief requested seven. 

8 0 Ông ây ãn môt cái. 

He ate one o 

ó ~ ~ , ~ '. Ong ay muon ban may cal? 

How many does he want to se11? 

D~ ông ây muôn bán mudi cái. 

He wants to se11 ten. 

Có mây cái & àãng kia? 

How many are there over there? 

D~ có bôn cái & àãng kia. 

There are four over there. 

A. • ,;< '. Ong Mlnh co may cal? 

How many does Mr. Minh have? 

D~ ông Minh có tám cái. 

Mr. Minh has eight. 

Ông trub.ng ap xin mây cái? 

How many did the hamlet chief 
request? 

" '2"":. 'l , • Da ong trudng ap Xln bay calo 

The ham1et chief requested seven o 

ó ~ '<'. Ong ay ãn may cal? 

How many did he eat? 
"".( A.,_ 

Da ong ay ãn mot cal. 

He ate one. 
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F. Substitution Drill 

1. Let me look at I that. (6ng) cho tôi I coi cái dó. 

2. read doc 

3. listen to nghe 

4. say nói 

5. do làm 

6. use dUng 

7. have (lit. ask for) xin 

8. borrow mudn . 
G. Response Drill 

1. 
.... ".c ".c • 
Ong ay muon COl cái dó. Cho ông ay coi. 

Be wants to look at that. Let him look at it. 

2. A,(;< '. '" Co ay muon d?C cal nay. 
.... ".c 

Cho co ay d?c. 

She wants to read this. Let her read it. 

3. Bà ay mu5n muv-n cái nay. " ".c Cho ba ay muv-n. 

She wants to borrow this. Let her borrow it. 

4. Anh ay mu5n làm cái dó. ".c " Cho anh ay lama 

Be wants to do that. Let him do it. 
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5. ông ay muon nói cái dó. Cho ông ay nói. 

He wants to say that. Let him say it. 

6. ,.. ,(,( , o '" Ong ay muon nghe cal nay. 
Â ,( 

Cho ong ay nghe. 

He wants to listen to this. Let him listen to it. 

70 
"" ,( ,( ,( Ong ay muon den. 

Â ,( ,( 

Cho ong ay den. 

He wants to come. Let him come. 

8. "',( ,( dO Co ay muon l. "',( o Cho co ay dl. 

She wants to go. Let her go. 

90 ông ay muôn uông. Cho ông ay uong. 

He wants to drink it o Let him drink it. 

10 0 

,,,.t A • "'" Ba ay muon blet. b' ,( b°,(t Cho a ay le. 

She wants to know. Let her know. 

Ho Response Drill 

lo ông ay muôn coi cái dó o ' '" ~ o Dung cho ong ay COlo 

He wants to look at that. Dontt let him look at it. 

20 
ó ".( ;1'l • ,c 
Ong ay muon blet. , '" ~ o~ Dung cho ong ay blet. 

He wants to know. Don't let him know. 

3. Ã,c,c '.' Co ay muon d9C cal do. , '" ~ Dung cho co ay d9c. 

She wants to read that. Don't let her read it. 

128 



4. ông Long muôn di. 

Mr. Long wants to go. 

50 ông ay muôn muq.n cái nay. 

He wants to borrow this. 

6. ,,( ,;< " Anh ay muon Iam. 

He wants to do it. 

7. Ông ay muôn nói cái dó. 

He wants to say that. 

8. Ông Hieu muôn nghe o 

Mr. Hieu wants to listen to it. 

10 Response Drill 

1. ó .;< . ' • " Ong muon COl cal nao? 

Which one do you want to look at? 

20 , " ,,( Cai nao tot? 

Which one is good? 

30 ông ay chua làm cái nào? 

Which one hasn't he done yet? 

40 6 .;< '.' Ong muon mua cal nao? 

Which one do you want to buy? 

D~ng cho ông Long di. 

Don't let Mr. Long go. 
, A ~ 

Dmg cho ong ay muçt.n. 

Don't let him borrow it. 

D~ng cho anh ay làm. 

Don't let him do it. 

, A ~ '. Dung cho ong ay nOl. 

Don't let him say it. 

" ~ ~ Dung cho ong Hieu nghe. 

Don't let Mr. Hieu listen to it o 

'" • ,t .' • , 
D~ tOl muon COl cal do. 

1 want to look at that one o 

Da cái dó tôt. . 
That one is good. 

D~ ông ay chua làm cái dó. 

He hasn't done that one yet. 

D~ tôi muôn mua cái dó. 

1 want to buy that one o 
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5. Cái nào mdi? 

Which one is new? 

6. Ông muôn xin cái nào? 

Which one do you want to have 
(lit. ask f'or)? 

7. Ông dUng cái nào? 

Which one are you going to use? 

8. Cái nào rê? 

Which one is cheap? 

9. Ông không muôn bán cái nào? 

10. 

Which one don't you want to se11? 
,.. ,.. ~.-< , • , 
Ong Qu~n-Trud.ng muon mu~ cal nao? 

Which one does the District ChieI' 
want to borrow? 

Da cái dó mdi • . 
That one is new. 

D~ tôi muôn xin cái dó. 

I want to have (lit. ask I'or) that one. 

Da tôi dUng cái dó. 

I'm going to use that one. 

Da cái dó rê • . 
That one is cheap. 

D~ tôi không muôn bán cái dó. 

I don't want to se11 that one. 

A A 2 ~ '.' Da ong Qu~n-Truâ.ng muon mu~ cal do. 

The District ChieI' wants to borrow 
that one. 

1.1. Repeat dri11, substituting I'irst nay and then dãng kia I'or dó in student responses. 

J. Response Dri11 

1. Ông ay muôn coi cái dó. OA .-< .-< . '.' ng ay muon COl cal nao? 

He wants to look at that one. Which one does he want to look at? 

D~ (ông ãy muôn coi) cái dó. 

(He wants to look at) that one. 
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, . "" ;{ 20 Cal nay tot. 

This one is good. 

3. Bng Minh 1àm cái dó. 

Mro Minh's going to do that one o 

40 Cái dó mÓ'i. 

5. 

That one is new. 

Bng ay muon muq.n cái dãng kia. 

He wants to borrow that one over 
there. 

'. "";{ "" 6 0 Cal nay bon tram dongo 

This one is four hundred piasters. 

Cái nào tot? 

Which one is good? 

'. "" (;{) D~ cal nay tot. 

This one (is good). 

Bng Minh 1àm cái nào? 

Which one is Mr. Minh going to do? 

D~ (ông Minh 1àm) cái dó. 

(Mr. Minh's going to do) that one. 

Cái nào mÓ'i? 

Which one is new? 

Da cái dó (mÓ'i). 

That one (is new). 

... ;{;{ '.' Ong ay muon muq,n cal nao? 

Which one does he want to borrow? 

D~ (ông ay muon muq.n) cái dãng kia. 

(He wants to borrow) that one over there. 

'." ;< - " Cal nao bon tram dong? 

Which one is four hundred piasters~ 

, . "";( "") Da cal nay (bon tram dong o 

This one (is four hundred piasters). 
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K. 

L. 

Substitution Drill 

1. I want to buy a watch 

2. conical straw hat 

3. table 

40 Ichair 

50 Iradio 

Transformation Drill l 

, ti< '2 ~ • 
1. Co ghe â dang kla. 

2. 

There are chairs over there. 

A ,;<. • "" Ong ay Xln ra-dl-o. 

Heis going to request some 
radios. 

A.;< " 3. TOl muon mua non la o 

I want to buy some conical 
straw hats. 

4 
,,, \I ,.. 

• Co ban â day. 

There are tables here. 

50 Ông ây có d~ng-h~. 

He has watches. 

Tôi mu5n mua môt cái 
,.. ,.. 

dong-ho 

nón lá 

bàn 

ghe 

ra-di-ô 

Có hai cái ghe & dãng kia. 

There are two chairs over there. 

Ông â y xin hai cái ra-di-ô. 

He's going to request two radios. 

Tôi mu5n mua hai cái nón lá. 

I want to buy two conical straw hats. 

Có hai cái bàn & dây. 

There are two tables here. 

Ông â y có hai cái d~ng-h~. 

He has two watches o 

lThe Vietnamese nominaIs in the sentences on the left do not distinguish between singular 
and plural. Thus the English equivalent of the first sentence, for example, could also 
be I There is a chair over there.' 
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M. Response Drill 

A ,.r;( '."", 1. Ong ay muon mua cal dong-ho do. 

He wants to buy that watch. 

, • • A "" , ........ ~ 2. Cal ra-dl-o nay taro tram dong. 

This radio is eight hundred 
piasters. 

30 Ông ây muôn mugn cái bàn dãng kia. 

He wants to borrow that table 
over there. 

40 Cái nón lá nay tôt. 

This conical straw hat is good. 

Ông ây muôn mua cái (d~ng-h~) nào? 

Which (watch) does he want to buy? 

", "" "" '. ("" "")' Da ong ay muon mua cal dong-ho do. 

He wants to buy that (watch). 

Cái (ra-di-ô) nào tám tram d~ng? 

Which (radio) is eight hundred piasters? 

Da cái ( ."') "", "" ra-dl-O nay taro tram dong. 

This (radio) is eight hundred piasters. 

Ông ây muôn mu~ cái (bàn) nào? 

Which (table) does he want to borrow? 

Da ông ây muôn muq.n cái (bàn) dãng kia. 

He wants to borrow that (table) over there. 

Cái (nón lá) nào tôt? 

Which (conical straw hat) is good? 

Da cái (nón lá) nay tôt. 

This (conical straw hat) is good. 
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50 Ông ãy dung cái ghe dó. 

Heis going to use that chair. 

N. Response Drill 

1. Ông ãy di l~i trUdng VÕ-Tánh. 

He's going to Vo-Tanh School. 

2. Nhà ông Minh & dUdng D?c-L~p. 

:r.lr. Minh' s house is on Doc-Lap 
Street. 

30 Ông ãy b khách-s~n Majestic. 

Heis at the Majestic Hotel. 

ông ã y dung cái (ghe) nào? 

Which (chair) is he going to use? 

D~ ông ã y dting cái (ghe) dó. 

Heis going to use that (chair). 

ông ây di l~i trUdng nào? 

Which school is he going to? 

D~ (ông ây di l~i) trUdng VÕ-Tánh. 

(He's going to) Vo-Tanh School. 

Nhà ông Minh & dUdng nào? 

Which street is Mr. Minhfs house on? 

Da (nhà ông Minh &) dUdng D?c-L%p. 

(Mr. Minhls house is on) Doc-Lap Street. 

'" .t< '2' , Ong ay d khach-san nao? 

Which hotel is he at? 

Da (ông ây b) khách-s~n Majestico 

(Heis at) the Majestic Hotel. 
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4. Dó là Toa D~i-S~ MY. 
That's the American Embassy. 

5. Bã ây li nhã thuOOg Ch?, R~y. 

She's at the Cho Ray Hospital. 

6 2 '" • Ch?, â ben tay m~t. 

The market is on the right 
hand side. 

. '" 'nh ' 7. Tl~m an Ng9c-Lan-Dl 100. 

The Ngoc-Lan-Dinh Restaurant is 
big. 

8. Có sân máy bay Tân-Sdn-Nh~t ~ Sài-Gon. 

There is the Tan-Son-Nhut Airport 
in Saigon. 

Dó lã toa dai-s~ nào? 

Which embassy is that? 

Da (dó lã) Toa D~i-S~ MY. 
(That's) the American Embassy. 

Bã ây li nhà thuOOg não? 

Which hospital is she at? 

, ,.( 2) , 'X 
Da (ba ay a nha thuoog Chg Ray. 

(She's at) the Cho Ray Hospital. 

Ch?, b bên tay não? 

Which (hand) side is the market on? 

2 "') Da (chd â ben tay mãt. .. . 
(The market is on) the right hand (side~ 

Tiêm ãn não lÓ'n? 

Which restaurant is big? 

D~ ti~m aTI Ng9c-Lan-Dlnh (1Ó'n). 

The Ngoc-Lan-Dinh Restaurant (is big). 

, "', '2 '. ' Co san may bay nao â Sal-Gon? 

Which airport is there in Saigon? 

D~ (có) sân máy bay Tân-SOO-Nh~t (& Sài-Gon). 

(There is) the Tan-Son-Nhut Airport (in 
Saigon). 
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00 Transformation Drill 

1. Ông ây mua d~ng-h~. 

He's going to buy a watch. 

2. 
A ,( 2' , 
Ong ay a khach-s~n. 

He's at a hotel. 

30 A,( " Toi muon mudn bane . 
I want to borrow a table. 

4. Tiêm an & bên tay trái. 

The restaurant is on the left. 

5. Ông Hieu muôn bán ra-di-ô. 

Mr. Hieu wants to sell a radio. 

6 0 Bà ây & nhà thudng. 

7. 

8. 

She's at a hospital. 
, A,( ,( 

Dung cho ong ay muq,n ghe. 

Don't let him borrow any chairs. 

Tôi không muôn mua nón lá. 

I don't want to buyany conical 
straw hats. 

",;( , ."" "", Ong ay mua cal dong-ho do. 

He's going to buy that watch. 

.... ;( 'l' , 
Ong ay a khach-s~n do. 

He's at that hotel. 

Tôi muôn muq,n cái bàn dó. 

I want to borrow that table. 

Ti~m an dó d bên tay trái. 

That restaurant is on the left. 

Ông Hieu muôn bán cái ra-di-ô dó. 

Mr. Hieu wants to sell that radio. 

... ;( 'l'" , 
Ba ay a nha thUdng do. 

She's at that hospital. 

" A.,.,( '. tfI"l , Dung cho ong ay muq,n cal ghe do. 

Don't let him borrow that chair. 

Tôi không muôn mua cái nón lá dó. 

I don't want to buy that conical straw 
hat. 
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9. Bót cành-sát & dâu? Bót cknh-sát dó & dâu? 

Where is the police station? Where is that police station? 

10. Nón lá bao nhiêu? Cái nón lá dó bao nhiêu? 

How much is a conical straw hat? How much is that conical straw hat? 

0.1. Repeat drill, substituting nay for gó in student responses. 
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EXERCISES 

1. Using pictures and/or objects, practice asking and answering questions pertaining to priceo 

20 Using pictures and/or objects with the price indicated on them, ask price verification 

questions: 'This is piasters, right?' 

'Yes, it is piasters. ' 

'No, it is piasters.' 

Use even tens, even hundreds, or even thousands only. 

3. Ask Mr. Hai to let you: 

a. see that. h. listen to that o 

b. use this. i. see that watcho 

c. read that. j • borrow this chair. 

d. do this. k. listen to that radio. 

e o study that. 1. use this table o 

fo ha ve tha t. m. borrow that hat. 

g. borrow this. 

4. Tell Mr. Hai not to let Mr. Minh do the things listed in 3, above. 

5. Ask Mr. Hai: Mro Hai replies that: 

a. what street }ir. Minh's house is ono it's on Doc-Lap Street. 

b o what hotel heIs staying ate heIs staying at the Majestic Hotel. 

c. what schoo1 he is going to. heIs going to Vo-Tanh Schoo1. 
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d. what hospital Mro Chan is ato 

e o what embassy he is going too 

~. which table he is going to use. 

go how many radios he has o 

h. how many chairs he wants to borrow o 

he's at the Cho-Ray Hospital. 

heIs going to the American Embassyo 

he wants to use this one o 

he has two o 

he wants to borrow ~our. 
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LESSON 9 

BASIC DIALOGUE 

Mr. Smith 

meet or encounter or see (peop1e) 

when (in the past)? 

when did you see [him]? 

1. When did you see Mr. Son? 

Mr. Hai 

Sunday 

this past Sunday 

I saw [him] this past Sunday 

I saw [him] at Mr. Binh's house 

2. I saw [him] Sunday at Mr. Binh's house. 

Mr. Smith 

g~p 

"" , hoi nao 

A "'.' ong g~p hOl nao 

6 A ~.' 
Ong g~p ong Sdn hOl nao? 

chÚ.-nhut 

hôm chD.-nhut . 
tôi g~p hôm chD.-nhVt 

tôi g~p d nhà ông Bính 

". '" 'i? 'i?'" , Da tOl g~p hom chu-nhVt â nha ong Blnh. 

when (in the ~uture)? ch~ng nào 

3. When is he going to Nha-Trang? 
" ,,.. ;.( . 

Chung nao ong ay dl Nha-Trang? 

Mr. Hai 

Friday th1.Í 
, 

sau 

4. He's going on Friday. 
, , " ti< • 

D~ thu sau ong ay dl. 
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NOTES 

1. Note the contrast in meaning of the verbaIs ~~~ 'see -- i.e. meet up with or encounter a 

person', coi 'see -- i.e. look at something', and thay 'see -- i.e. catch sight of 

someone or something'. 

1,2,3,4. H~i nào 'when?' regularly follows a verbal expression and refers to a past action. 

Conversely, ch~ng nào 'when' regularly precedes a verbal expression and refers to future 

action or repeated action. 

Thus: 
Ông di h~i nào? 'When did you go?' 

Ch~ng nào ông di? 'When are you going to go?' ~ 'When do you go?' 

ln response to such questions, time expressions indicating the time of occurrence of an 

action occur in parallel positions. 

Compare: 
Tôi di hôm ch~-nh~t. 'I went this past Sunday.' 

Ch~-nh~t tôi di. 'I'm going to go on Sunday.' or 'I go on Sundays.' 

Hôm + a day name refers to that day which has most recently gone by, either in the sarne 

week or the preceding week. 

20 G~p 1:J nhà ông Bính 'meet at Mr. Binh's house' • ...... 
GENERAL PATTERN: Action verbal expression + & + place expression = 'action occurs at 

or in the place named' 
-= 

This pattern contrasts with the pattern of goal introduced in Lesson 5, in which the place 

to which motion takes place directly follows a verbal of motion (for example, di vi~t-Nam 

'go to Viet-Nam', di lai dó 'go over there [i.e. to that placeJ', di dâu 'go where? [i.e. = --0-- = 
to what place?J'). -
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Note also the contrast in pairs like: 

Tôi thay nhà ông ay. 'I saw his house.' 

and: Tôi thay b nhà ông ay. 'I saw [something] at his house.' 
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DRILLS 

A. Substitution Dri11 

B. 

1. When did you I see (i.e. encounter) I Mr. Son? 

2. 

3. 

4. 
5. 

Substitution Dri11 

ca11 

ask 

invite 

see (i.e. catch 
sight oi') 

1. When did he see Mr. Son? 

2. He saw Mr. Son yesterday 

3. 1ast week 

4. I 1ast rnonth 

5. 11ast year 

6ng I g~p lông Sdn h~i nào? 

kêu 

h
'2 • 
01 

rndi 
,( 

thay 

6ng ãy g~p ông Sdn I h~i nào I ? 

hôrn qua 
,... , 

tuan trudc 

tháng trudc 

nam ngoái 
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c. 

D. 

Substitution Dri11 

1. He saw Mr. Son this past Sunday I. 
2. Monday 

3. Tuesday 

4. Wednesday 

5. Thursday 

6. Friday 

7. Saturday 

8. What day did he see Mr. Son? 

Response Dri11 

" ",<" '2 '2." 1. Ong g~p ong ay hom chu-nh~t, phal khong? 

You saw him this past Sunday, right? 

" " ",< " " '2." 2. Ong keu co ay hom thu sau, phal khong? 

You ca11ed her this past Friday, right? 

ó ".t '." ,..., ~. A 3. Ong ay mdl ong hom thu ba, phal khong? 

He invited you this past Tuesday, 
right? 

4. Bà ây h6i ông Sdn hôm th~ bàYJ phài không? 

She asked Mr. Son this past Saturday, 
right? 

"",< " "I '2 Ong ay g~p ong Sdn hom chu-nh~t 

th1Í hai 

th1Í ba 

th1Í tu 

th1Í nam 

th1Í sáu 

th1Í bày 

' ,< thu may I? 

Da không (phê.i). (Tôi g~p) hôm th1Í hai. 

No. (I saw [him]) this past Monday. 

Da không (phê.i). (Tôi kêu) hôm th1Í bê.y. 

No. (I ca11ed [her]) this past 
Saturday. 

D~ không (phAi). (Ông ây mdi) hôm th~ tu. 

No. (He invited [me]) this past 
Wednesday. 

Da không (phê.i). (Bà ây h6i) hôm ch~-nhvt. 

No. (She asked [him]) this past 
Sunday. 
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5. ông thãy cái dó hôm th~ tu, phài không? De;. không (phài). (Tôi thãy) hôm th~ nam. 

You saw that this past Wednesday, No. (I saw [it]) this past Thursday. 
right? 

6. ông 1rum cái nay hôm th~ hai, phài không? De;. không (phài). (Tôi 1àm) hôm th~ ba. 

You did this this past Monday, right? No. (I did [i t] ) this past Tuesday. 

7. '-"".t< '.' A '...... ?" Ong ay muq.n cal do hom thu nam, phal khong? De;. không (phài). (Ông ây muq.n) hôm th~ sáu. 

He borrowed that this past Thursday, No. (He borrowed [it]) this past 
right? Friday. 

E. Substitution Dri11 

1. When is he going to Nha-Trang? I Ch~ng nào/ông ây di Nha-Trang? 

2. What day is he going to Nha-Trang? ' ,< Thu may ? 

3. Heis going to Nha-Trang Sunday ChD.-nhut 

4. Wednesday Th1Í tu 

5. Saturday Th1Í bày 

6. tomorrow Mai 

7. next week Tuan tÓ'i 

8. next month Tháng tÓ'i 

9. I next year I I Nam tÓ'i 
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Fo Transformation Drill 

" "Â ,( • 1. Chung nao ong ay dl Nha-Trang? 

When is he going to Nha-Trang? 

~ , A '2 A ;< 

20 Tuan tdi toi hoi ong ay. 

11m going to ask him next week. 

, ~ A ~ A , 

3. Thu may ong ay g~p ong Blnh? 

What day is he going to see 
Mr. Binh? 

4. Th~ bày cô â y dêno 

Shels going to arrive on Saturday. 

50 Nãm tdi ông â y di Vi~t-Nam. 

HeIs going to Viet-Nam next year. 

6. Mai tôi làm cái dó. 

11m going to do that tomorrow. 

70 Tháng tdi ông ây mua xe. 

HeIs going to buya car next month. 

8. Th~ tu ông â y kêu tôi. 

HeIs going to call me on Wednesday. 

F.l. Repeat drill, reversing roles. 

Bng â y di Nha-Trang h~i nào? 
r 

When did he go to Nha-Trang? 

A '2 A ,: ~ , 

Toi hoi ong ay tuan trudc. 

1 asked him last week. 

A,I'( ,.. , ,.. ,,1'( 

Ong ay g~p ong Blnh hom thu may? 

What day did he see Mr. Binh? 

A,t ",.t A , '2 
Co ay den hom thu bay. 

She arrived this past SaturdaYG 

Ông ây di Vi~t-Nam nãm ngoái. 

He went to Viet-Nam last year. 

Tôi làm cái dó hôm qua. 

1 did that yesterday. 

Ông â y mua xe tháng trudc. 

He bought a car last montho 

Ông â y kêu tôi hôm th~ tu. 

He called me this past Wednesdayo 
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G. Response Dri11 (using on1y the two question words h~i nào and ch~ng nào) 
A ~ A A 

1. Ong ay g~p ong Sdn hom qua. 

He saw Mr. Son yesterday. 

2. Mai ông ây di Nha-Trango 

HeIs going to Nha-Trang tomorrow. 

, , A ;< ,;< 

3. Thu sau ong ay den. 

HeIs arriving on Friday. 

4. Ông ây mdi ông Tlnh-Trubng hôm th~ tu. 

He invited the Province Chie~ this 
past Wednesday. 

A".( A"'." 

Ong ay g~p ong Sdn hOl nao? 

When did he see Mr. Son? 

Da (ông ây g~p ông Sdn) hôm qua. 

(He saw Mr. Son) yesterday. 

'" '" A ;t{ • Chung nao ong ay dl Nha-Trang? 

When is he going to Nha-Trang? 

Da mai (ông ây di Nha-Trang). 

(HeIs going to Nha-Trang) tomorrow. 

Ch~ng nào ông ây den? 

When is he arriving? 

Da th~ sáu (ông ây den). 

(HeIs arriving) on Friday. 

,.. ,( '.'" ~ '2 ~.' Ong ay mdl ong Tlnh-Truâng hOl nao? 

When did he invite the Province Chie~? 

Da (ông ây mdi ông Tlnh-Tru&.ng) hôm th~ tu. 

(He invited the Province Chie~) this 
past Wednesday. 
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5. Ông Q,u%n-Tru6ng nói cái dó tuan truÓ'c. 

The District Chief said that 1ast 
week. 

60 Th~ hai ông ây cho biêt. 

HeIs going to 1et [us] know on 
Monday. 

7. Ông ây mua cái dó nam ngoái. 

He bought that 1ast year. 

8 0 Ch~-nh~t ông ây bán cái dó. 

HeIs going to se11 that on Sunday. 

Ông Qu%n-Tru&ng nói cái dó h~i nào? 

When did the District Chief say that? 

D~ (ông Qu~n-Tru&.ng nói cái dó) tuan trudc. 

(The District Chief said that) 1ast week. 

, 'A ~ .~ 

Chl.ing nao ong ay cho blet? 

When is he going to 1et [us] know? 

Da th~ hai (ông ay cho biêt). 

(Heis going to 1et [us] know) on Monday. 

Ông ây mua cái dó h~i nào? 

When did he buy that? 

Da (ông ay mua cái dó) nam ngoái. 

(He bought that) 1ast year. 

" ,,, tI"l , '. , Chung nao ong ay ban cal do? 

When is he going to se11 that? 

Da ch~-nh~t (ông ay bán cái dó). 

(HeIs going to se11 that) on Sunday. 
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H. ResEonse Dri11 (using on1y the question word thV may) 

1. 

20 

Ông Bính g~p ông Sdn hôm ch~-nh~to 

Mro Binh saw Mr. Son this past 
Sunday. 

Thv sáu ông Smith di Vi~t-Nam. 

Mr. Smith is going to Viet-Nam on 
Friday. 

30 Ông ay xin cái dó hôm th~ ba. 

He requested that this past 
Tuesday. 

4. Th~ nam ông Tlnh-Tru6ng cho biêt. 

The Province Chief is going 
to let [us] know on Thursday. 

,... ~ A A, II'< 

Ong Blnh g~p ong Sdn hom thu may? 

What day did Mr. Binh see Mr. Son? 

D~ (ông Bính g~p ông Sdn) hôm ch~-nh~t. 

(Mr. Binh saw Mr. Son) this past Sunday. 

Thv may ông Smith di viêt-Nam? 

What day is Mr. Smith going to Viet-Nam? 

D~ thv sáu (ông Smith di vi~t-Nam). 

(Mr. Smith is going to Viet-Nam) on Fri

Ông ay xin cái dó hôm th~ may? 
day. 

What day did he request that? 

Da (ông ãy xin cái dÓ) hôm thv ba. 

(He requested that) this past Tuesday. 

, ;< A ~ '2 ;< 

Thu may ong Tlnh-Trua.ng cho biet? 

What day is the Province Chief going to 
let [us] know? 

Da th~ nam (ông Tlnh-Tru6ng cho biêt). 

(The Province Chief is going to let [us] 
know) on Thursday. 
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5. Cô ay thay cái dó hôm th~ bày. 

She saw that this past Saturday. 

6 o Th~ tu ông ay cho mu<;ffi. 

HeIs going to Iet [us] borrow it on 
Wednesday. 

7. Ông ay Iàm cái dó hôm th~ hai. 

8. 

He did that this past Monday. 

11 A;l A , 

Chu-nhut ong ay khong dung xe. 

HeIs not going to use the vehicIe on 
Sunday. 

~ ~ ~ '. , A , ~ 

Co ay thay cal do hom thu may? 

What day did she see that? 

Da (cô ây thây cái dó) hôm th~ bày. 

(She saw that) this past Saturday. 

, ~ A ~ 

Thu may ong ay cho mu<;ffi? 

What day is he going to Iet Cus] borrow 
it? 

D~ th~ tu (ông ay cho mU?h). 

(HeIs going to let [us] borrow it) on 
Wednesday. 

ó ,.c " '. ,,, ,,.( 
Ong ay Iam cal do hom thu may? 

What day did he do that? 

Da (ông ay Iàm cái dó) hôm th~ hai. 

(He did that) this past Monday. 
, ~ A ~ A , 

Thu may ong ay khong dung xe? 

What day isnlt he going to use the 
vehicle? 

D~ ch~-nh~t (ông ay không dUng xe). 

(HeIs not going to use the vehicIe) on 
Sunday. 
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I. Substitution Drill 

1. He saw Mr. Son at Mr. Binh's house. 

2. He saw Mr. Son here. 

3. He saw Mr. Son t'here. 

4. He saw Mr. Son over there. 

5. He saw Mr. Son in Viet-Nam. 

6. He saw Mr. Son in Saigon. 

7. He saw Mr. Son on Doc-Lap Street. 

8. He saw Mr. Son at the ~1ajestic Hotel. 

9. Where did he see l-1r. Son? 

10. Which hotel did he see Mr. Son at? 

J. Substitution Drill 

1. I saw (i.e. encountered) [him] at 
Mr. Binh's house. 

2. I saw [it] (or caught sight of him) 
at Mr. Binhfs house. 

3. I ate [it] at Mr. Binh's house. 

4. I drank [it] at Mr. Binh's house. 

5. I forgot [it] at Mr. Binh's house. 

6. I waited at Mr. Binh's house. 

7. I sat in l-~. Binh's house. 

8. I listened to [it] at Mr. Binh's 
house. 

Ông ây g~p ông Sdn li I nhà ông Bính. 

Tôi I g~p 

thây 

ãn 

,< 
uong 

" quen 

ddi 

'" . ngol 

nghe 

dây. 

dó. 

dkg kia. 

viêt-Nam. . 
Sài-Gon. 

dl.idng Dªc-L~p. 

khách-s~n Majestic. 

dâu? 

khách-san nào? . 

li nhà ông Bính. 



K. Transformation Drill 

1. Ông ay di Vi~t-Namo /h?c/ 
A,-.( 2. Â 

Ong ay hoc d Vlet-Nam. 

He's going to Viet-Nam. He's studying in Viet-Nam. 

2. Tôi kêu khách-s~n Majestic. /dCji/ Tôi dCji b khách-s~n Majestic. 

I'm going to cal1 the Majestic I'm going to wait at the Majestic Hotel. 
Hotel. 

3. Ông di dâu? /thay/ 
A '<? A 
Ong thay d dau? 

Where did you go? Where did you see it? 

4. .,... ,< ;< A 

Mal ong ay den day. /nói/ 
• A ;< '. 2 ,.,. Mal ong ay nOl d day. 

He's coming here tomorrow o He's going to speak here tomorrow. 

5. Ông l~i dó chua? /h6i/ 
A ??, 
Ong hOl d do chua? 

Have you gone there yet? Have you asked there yet? 

6. Ông ay biet ti~m an nào? /an/ "",< ?A " Ong ay an d tlem an nao? 

Which restaurant does he know? Which restaurant is he eating at? 

70 Lai dãng kia di. /dvng/ Dvng b dãng kia di. 

Go over there. Stand over there. 

8. Dling l~i dâyo /ng~i/ " "'. ~ " Dung ngol d day .. 

Don't come over here. Don't sit here .. 
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L. Substitution Drill 

lo He went to saigono 

2. He saw it in Saigon. 

3. He saw it at Mro Son's house. 

4. He went to Mr. Son's house. 

5. He went to the Majestic Hotel. 

6. He ate at the Majestic Hotel o 

7. He ate here. 

8 0 He came here o 

90 He went to the Popular Forces camp. 

10 0 He waited at the Popular Forces camp. 

M. Response Dril1 

1. Mai ông ây di Nha-Trang o 

He's going to Nha-Trang tomorrow. 

A A • '. , Ong ay dl Sal-Gono 

,.. ,c ,c ~ '. , 
Ong ay thay ti Sal-Gon • 
.... ,c ,c ~ , .... 
Ong ay thay ti nha ong Sdn o 
A ;< • • "A 

Ong ay dl 1~1 nha ong Sdno 

Ông â y di l~i khách-s~n Majestic. 

Ông ây ãn & khách-s~n Majestico 
,..,c ~ A 

Ong ay ãn ti day. 

Ông â y l~i dây. 

A ;< • '" ,.., ,.. 
Ong ay 1~1 don Nghla-Quan. 

A ;< .~ "'" "'fI A 

Ong ay d~l ti don Nghla-Quan. 

• A ,,{ • " Mal ong ay dl dau? 

Where is he going tomorrow? 

D~ mai ông ây di Nha-Trango 

He's going to Nha-Trang tomorrow. 
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2. Ông ây mua cái dó & vi~t-Nam. 
He bought that in Viet-Nam. 

30 Ông Minh d~i & khách-s~n. 
Mro Minh is waiting at the hote1o 

4. Th~ bày ông ây dên Sài-Gono 

HeIs going to arrive in Saigon on 
Saturday. 

5. Ông ây mu5n di 1ai dóo 

He wants to go there. 

6. Cô Liên ng~i & dãng kia o 

Miss Lien is sitting over there. 

...,< , • , '? ... 
Ong ay mua cal do a dau? 

Where did he buy that? 

,,;< '.'?" Da ong ay mua cal do a Vlet-Nam. 

He bought that in Viet-Nam. 

Ông Minh ddi & dâu? 

Where is Mr. Minh waiting? 

Da ông Minh d~i & khách-s~n. 
Mr. Minh is waiting at the hote1 o 

, '? ... ,< .-< ... 
Thu bay ong ay den dau? 

Where is he going to arrive on 
saturday? 

, '? ... ,< ,< '. , 

D~ thu bay ong ay den Sal-Gon. 

HeIs going to arrive in Saigon on Satur-

A ;< ~ • " Ong ay muon dl dau? 
day. 

Where does he want to go? 

A ;< ;< • • , 

Da ong ay muon dl l~l do. 

He wants to go there o 

A • A "'. '2 " Co Llen ngol a dau? 

Where is Miss Lien sitting? 

" . ,... "'.?" . Da co Llen ngol a dãng kla o 

Miss Lien is sitting over thereo 
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EXERCI SES 

1. Practice the Basic Dialogue, introducing variations in where Mr. Son was seen (Sentence 2), 

where he is going (Sentence 3), and when he is going there (Sentence 4). 

2. Practice asking and answering questions pertaining to when someone went or is going to go to 

particular places. 

3. Find out from Mr. Minh: Mr. Minh replies: 

a. where he bought his car. that he bought it in Saigon. 

b. when he is going to Nha-Trapg. that he is going next week. 

c. which hotel he is ate that he is at the Majestic. 

d. when he called the Province Chief. that he called him on Friday. 

4. Verify with Mr. Minh: Mr. Minh replies: 

a. whether he saw the District Chief 
on Monday. 

b. whether he is going to the Popular 
Forces camp on Wednesday. 

c. whether he is going to call next week. 

d. whether he invited Mr. Son yesterday. 

no, that he saw him on Tuesday. 

no, that he already went on Saturday. 

yes, that he will call on Monday. 

no, that he hasn't invited him yet; he will 
invite him tomorrow. 
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you and Mr. Ai 

1. Mr. Hai, when are you and Mr. Ai 

going to Can-Tho? 

we (not including person 
addressed) 

2. We're going tomorrow. 

car 

by means of a car 

airplane 

by means of an airplane 

[are youJ going by car, or 
by airplane? 

LESSON 10 

BASIC DIALOGUE 

Mr. Smith 

Mr. Hai 

Mr. Smith 

3. Are you going by car, or by plane? 

Mro Hai 

4. By plane. 

ông và ông Ái 

Ông HAi, chrtng nào ông và ông Ái di 

'" Can-Thd? 

chúng tôi 

Da mai chúng tôi di. 

xe hdi 

bkg xe hdi 

máy bay 

bkg máy bay 

di bkg xe hdi hay bkg máy bay 

các ông di bkg xe hdi hay bkg máy bay? 

Da bkg máy bayo 
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Mr. Smith (to Mr. Tam) 

go in a plane or take a plane 
or i'ly 

5. Mr. Tam, you and I are going to 

i'ly, too -- right? 

we (including person 
addressed) 

go in a car or drive 

go in a car with Mr. Duc 

Mr. Tam 

6 0 Noo We're going to drive with Mr. Duc o 

di máy bay 

Ông Tâm, ông và tôi cting di máy bay, 

phài không? 

chúng ta 

di xe hdi 

di xe hdi vdi ông D~c 

Da không(phài}. Chúng ta di xe hdi Vdi 

ông Dllc. 
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NOTES 

1. và tand' is a connective which occurs between two expressions within the sarne sentence that 

are coordinate: A và B 'A and B', 'A and also B' (but NOT tA and then B'). 

2,6. Chúng tôi and chúng ta both occur as equivalents of Ehglish 'we' or 'us', but these two 

Vietnamese expressions have an important difference in meaning: chúug tôi refers to the 

speaker and others exclusive of the person addressed, whereas chúng ta includes the 

person addressed in making up the 'we' group. Thus, chúng tôi means 'we -- excluding you' 

but chúng ta means 'we -- including you' • 

30 Bãng + inanimate nominal expression X = 'by means of X'. Thus: 

di bãng máy bay 'go by plane' 

The combination di +name of vehicle also occurs with a similar meaning. For example, 

di xe hdi 'take a car', 'go [somewhere] in a car', 'drive (= ~o in a car~ not 'act as a 
==-=---

driver'); di máy bay 'take a plane', 'go in a plane', tfly (= 'go in a plane~ ~~ct as 

a pilot')o ln such expressions, when the destination is expressed, it occurs immediately 

following di and only the alternative with bãng occurs. Thus: 

di xe hdi 'take a carl 

and: di bãng xe hdi 'go by car' 

but only: di Sài-Gon bãng xe hdi 'go to Saigon by carl 

6. Vdi + nominal expression X = 'with (ioe o accompanying) X'. Thus: 

vdi ông D~c 'with Mr. Duc' 

vdi tôi 'with me' 
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DRILLS 

A. Substitution Drill 

1. HeIs going by car I. Ông ãy di bãng xe hdi 

2. I airplane máy bay 

3. I helicopter I máy bay trvc-thang 

4. train I xe lita 

5. [local] bus I xe buyt 

6. [interprovincial] bus xe dà 

7. I pedicab xe xích-lô 

8. taxi I xe tãc-xi 

9. I bicycle I xe máy 

I 
' ~ 10. motorcycle xe may dau 

11. sampan ghe 

12. I motorized sampan I ghe máy 

13. I boat (or ship) tàu thÚY 

14. How is he going? gl? 

B. Transformation Drill 

1. Ông ây di bâng xe hdi. Ông ây di xe hdi. 

HeIs going by car HeIs going in a car. 
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2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

A , , 

Toi di bãng may bay. 
A , 

To! di may bay. 

I' m going by plane .. I'm taking a plane. 
, A' , f A 

Ba ay di bãng xe x~ch-lo. 
, A' f A 

Ba ay di xe x~ch-lo. 

She's going by pedicab. Shets taking a pedicab. 
A A' , , 

Co ay di bãng xe tãc-xi. 
A A' , 

Co ay di xe tãc-xi. 

She's going by taxi. She's taking a taxi. 
A A' , , >-. 
Ong ay di bãng xe may dau. 

A A' , >-. 
Ong ay di xe may dau. 

He's going by motorcycle. Hets riding a motorcycle. 
A , , t A 

Ong di bãng ghe may, phai khong? 
A , t A 

Ong di ghe may, phai khong? 

Youtre going by motorized sampan, Youtre taking a motorized sampan, right? 
right? 

B.l Repeat drill, reversing roles. 

C. Expansion Drill 

1. A ~ , / ~ Ong ay di may bay. Can-Thd/ 
A A' >-. ", 
Ong ay di Can-Thd bãng may bay. 

He's taking a plane. He's going to Can-Tho by plane. 
A' ! N/A N , , 2. Toi di may bay t~c-thãng. My-Tho Toi di My-Tho bãng may bay trvc-thãng. 

I'm taking a helicopter. I'm going to My-Tho by helicopter. 

3. Ông ;y di tàu-thuy. /Vi~t-Nam/ Ao A' A "t 
Ong ay di Vi~t-Nam bãng tau thuy. 

He's going to take a ship. He's going to Viet-Nam by ship. 
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40 Cô ây di xe dà. /Biên-Hàa/ 

She's taking an interprovincial 
bus o 

5. Anh ay di xe l~a. /Nha-Trang/ 

Hers taking a train. 

6. Ông ay di xe máy. /dó/ 

He's riding a bicycle. 

7. ông Smith di ghe o /dây/ 

Mr. Smith is taking a sampan. 

8. Cô ây di xe buyt. /ti~m an/ 

She's taking a bus. 

Do Response Drill 

lo 

2. 

3. 

ông di bàng xe hdi hay bãng máy bay? 

Are you going by car, or by plane? 

Cô ây dên bãng xe buyt hay bãng xe tãc-
xi? 

Is she arriving by bus, or by taxi? 

A .' , '" Ong dl xe may hay xe may dau? 

Are you riding a bicycle, or a 
motorcycle? 

Cô ây di Biên-Hàa bãng xe dà. 

She's going to Bien-Hoa by inter-
provincial bus. 

A '\ 2 
Anh ay di Nha-Trang bãng xe lua. 

HeIs going to Nha-Trang by train. 

ông ây di l~i dó bàng xe máy. 

He
'

s going there by bicycle. 

ông Smith di l~i dây bãng ghe. 

Mr. Smith is coming here by sampan. 

Cô ay di lai ti~m an bàng xe buyt. 

She's going to the restaurant by bus. 

D~ tôi di bãng xe hdi o 

1'm going by caro 

Ã A A' , 
D~ co ay den bang xe buyt. 

She's arriving by bus. 

D~ tôi di xe máyo 

Irm riding a bicycle. 
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Eo 

40 Ông ây di bãng xe l~a hay bãng xe do? 

50 

6. 

7. 

Is he going by train, or by inter
provincial bus? 

Ông lai dây bãng xe xfch-lô hay bãng 
xe buyt? 

Did you come here by pedicab, or 
by bus? 

" "..r • , ,~ 
Ong ay dl may bay hay tau thuy? 

Is he taking a plane, or a boat? 

Ông den bãng xe do hay bãng ghe máy? 

'" ,( . ~ ~ 
D~ ong ay dl bang xe lüa. 

He's going by train. 

Da tôi lai dây bãng xe xfch-lô. 

I came here by pedicab. 

Da ông ây di máy bay. 

He's taking a plane. 

A. ~ ~ , 

D~ tOl den bang xe do. 

Did you arrive by interprovincial 
bus, or by motorized sampan? 

I arrived by interprovincial bus. 

80 Ông di bãng ghe hay bãng xe hdií Da tôi di bãng ghe. 

Are you going by sampan, or by car? I'm going by sampan o 

D.l. Repeat drill, using the second alternative in student answers. 

EXAMPLE: 1. Da tôi di bãng máy bay. 

I'm going by plane o 

Response Drill 

lo 
,.... "..( , . '" , . , 
Ong muon mua cal nay hay cal do? " .,.( , . '" 

D~ tOl muon mua cal nay. 

Do you want to buy this one, or I want to buy this one o 
that one? 
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2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

A ~ N ~ 

Ong ay di My-Tho hay Can-Thd? 

Is he going to My-Tho, or Can ... Tho? 
A , A, , 

Ong co m9t cai hay hai cai? 

Do you have one, or two? 
A " ,;o( , , 

Ong do la thieu-ta hay trung-ta? 

Is that gentleman a major, or a 
lieutenant colonel? 

A ,;o( ,;o( A t t A 

Ong ay muon g~p ong T~nh-Trudng hay ong 
A t 

Qu~n-TrUdng? 

A,;o( N 

D~ ong ay di My-Tho. 

HeIs going to My-Tho. 
A , " , 

D~ toi co m9t cai. 

I have one. 
A " ,;o( , 

D~ ong do la thieu-ta. 

That gentleman is a major. 

" ,;o( ,;o( A t t 

D~ ong ay muon g~p ong T~nh-Trudng. 

Does he want to see the Province Chief) 

or District Chier? 

He wants to see the Province Chief. 

, tA'. A ~ 

Khach-s~n d ben tay tra~ hay ben tay m~t? 

Is the hotel on the left, or the right? 
A ,;o( h tA, 

Ong muon ngoi d day hay dang kia? 

Do you want to sit here, or over there? 
N 

A ,;o( " A " Ong ay ten Lien hay Lien? 
N 

Is hi s name "Li~n", or "Li~n"? 
",;o( " , t A t 

Ong ay di hom thu bay hay hom chu-nhVt? 

Did he go this past Saturday, or this 
past Sunday? 

, V A , 

D~ khach-s~n d ben tay trai. 

The hotel is on the left. 
A ,;o( h V A 

D~ toi muon ngoi d day. 

I want to sit here. 

A ,;o( " " Da ong ay ten Lien. • 

His name is "Liên". 
",;o( A , v 

D~ ong ay di hom thu bay. 

He went this past Saturday. 

E. 1. Repeat drill, using the second alternative in student answers. 

EXAMPLE: 1. ",;o( " Da toi muon mua cai do. • 
I want to buy that one. 
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F. Expansion Drill 

lo Ch~ng nào ông di Can-Thd? /ông Ai/ 

When are you going to Can-Tho? 

20 Ông Hài muon l~i không? /cô Liên/ 

Does Mr. Hai want to come? 

3. Tôi mua cái nay. /cái dói 

1'm going to buy this one. 

4. D~ng cho ông Minh biet. /ông Kim/ 

Don't let Mr. Minh know. 

5. Th~ ba không có máy bay. /th~ sáu/ 

There are no planes on Tuesdayo 

6 0 Tôi mdi bà Hue r~i. /ông Long/ 

1've invited Mrs. Hue already. 

70 Ông dgi b dây di. /cô/ 

You, sir, wait here. 

8 0 Ông ay xin g~oo /ti~n/ 

He's asking for rice o 

Ch~ng nào ông và ông Ai di can-Thd? 

When are you and Mr. Ai going to Can-Tho~ 

Ông Hài và cô Liên muon l~i không? 

Do Mr. Hai and Miss Lien want to come? 

Tôi mua cái nay và cái dó. 

1'm going to buy this one and that one o 

D~ng cho ông Minh và ông Kim biet. 

Don't let Mr. Minh and Mr. Kim know. 

Th~ ba và th~ sáu không có máy bay. 

There are no planes on Tuesday and Friday, 

A. ". " ;t{"" "'. TOl mdl ba Hue va ong Long rOl. 

1've invited Mrs. Hue and Mr. Long 
alreadyo 

" "" .2" . Ong va co d?l â day dlo 

You, sir, and you, miss, wait here. 

" ~. ".'" Ong ay Xln g~o va tlen. 

He's asking for rice and moneyo 
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Go Transformation Dri11 

1. Tôi di Can-Thd. Ông Ái cling di Can-Thd. 

r'm going to Can-Tho. Mr. Ai is going 
to Can-Tho, too. 

2. Ông ay di bãng máy bay truc-thang. Tôi cling 
di bãng máy bay tr~c-thing. 

3. 

4. 

He's going by he1icopter. 1'm going 
by he1icopter, too. 

Tôi an r~i. 
').,. 

Ông Hieu và ông Minh cling an 
roi. 

r've eaten a1ready. Mr. Hieu and Mr. 
Minh have already eaten, too. 

, A ~ X A , 

Cac sng ay ~uon ~~p ong Blnh. 
muon g~p ong Blnh. 

Tôi cling 

They want to see Mr. Binh. r want to 
see Mr. Binh, too. 

50 Tôi ehua doe eái dó. Ông H&i và cô Liên 
cling chua doe cái dóo 

r haven't read that. Mr. Hai and 
Miss Lien haven't read that, either o 

6. Ông ay không muon an & dây. Tôi eling không 
ti'< '2 A 

muon an d day. 

He doesn't want to eat here. r don't 
want to eat here, either. 

Chúng tôi di Can-Thdo 

We're going to Can-Tho o 

Chúng tôi di bãng máy bay true-
thango . 

We're going by he1ieopter. 

Chúng tôi an rôio 

We've eaten a1ready. 

, ;\. .,l A , 

Chung tOl muon g~p ong Blnh. 

We want to see Mr. Binh. 

Chúng tôi ehua d?e eái dó. 

We haven't read that. 

, "'. "" ,K ? '" Chung tOl khong muon an â day. 

We don't want to eat here. 
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H. Transformation Drill 

1. Tôi di xe hdi. Ông cÜllg di xe hdi. 

I'm going to drive. You're going to 
drive, too. 

~ ~. ~ ~ A. ~ ~. ~ A 

2. Ong ngol â day. TOl cung ngol â day. 

You're going to sit here. I'm going 
to sit here, too. 

3. Th~ bây tôi biet. Th~ bây ông cÜllg biet. 

I'II find out (lit. know) on Saturday. 
You'll find out on Saturday, too. 

4. Ông d~i ~ dây. "'. IV • '2 " TOl cung d~l â day. 

You're going to wait here. I'm going 
to wait here, too. 

50 Mai ông và ông Minh di MY-Thoo Mai tôi 
cüng di MY-Tho. 

6 0 

You and Mro Minh are going to My-Tho 
tomorrow. I'm going to My-Tho 
tomorrow, too. 

A " , • \-. Ong la~ cal nay. Chúng tôi CÜllg làm cái n~y. 

You're going to do this. We're going to 
do this, too. 

70 Ông và ông Tâm di bâng ghe máy. Tôi cÜllg 
di bâng ghe máy. 

You and Mr. Tam are going by motorized 
sampan. I'm going by motorized sampan, 
too. 

Chúng ta di xe hdi. 

We're going to drive. 

, \-.. '2 A 

Chung ta ngol â day. 

We're going to sit here. 

, '2, • ,;< 

Thu bay chung ta blet. 

We'll find out (lit. know) on 
Saturday. ---

Chúng ta d~i ~ dây. 

We're going to wait here. 

Mai chúng ta di MY-Tho. 

We're going to My-Tho tomorrow. 

, ", . \-. 
Chung ta Iam cal nay. 

We're going to do this. 

Chúng ta di bâng ghe máy. 

We're going by motorized sampan. 
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I. Transrormation Dri11 

1. Mai tôi vã ông Ái di Can-Thd. 

Mr. Ai and I (lit. I and Mr. Ai1) 
are going to Can-Tho tomorrow. 

2. Ông vã tôi di bãng xe hdi. 

You and I are going by car. 

3. 6ng Minh muón g~p ông và tôi. 

Mr. Minh wants to see you and me. 

4. Ông ay kêu ông Bfnh vã tôi. 

HeIs going to ca11 Mr. Binh and me. 

5. Ông vã tôi ng~i & dâu? 

Where are you and I going to sit? 

6. Bà ay mdi tôi và ông. 

Shels going to invite you and me. 

7. ông cho tôi và ông Hài coi di. 

Let Mr. Hai and me see it. 

8. ông Hieu vã tôi dgi & dây. 

Mr. Hieu and I are going to wait here. 

Mai chúng tôi di Can-Thd. 

Welre going to Can-Tho tomorrow. 

Chúng ta di bãng xe hdi. 

Welre going by car. 

ông }iinh muon g ap chúng ta. . 
Mr. Minh wants to see USe 

A ~ Â , Â. 

Ong ay keu chung tOl. 

HeIs going to ca11 USe 

, ~. 2 A 

Chung ta ngol â dau? 

Where are we going to sit? 

'\.-< '\ • , 
Ba ay mdl chung ta. 

Shels going to invite USe 

Ông cho chúng tôi coi di. 

Let us see it. 

Chúng tôi d~i & dâyo 

Welre going to wait here. 

9. Chúng tôi chua biet. ông Tâm cüng chua biet. Chúng tôi chua biet. 

We don l t know yet. Mr. Tam doesn l t 
know yet, either. 

We donlt know yet. 

1 The Vietnamese equiva1ent or 'X and I/me' can be either tôi và X or X và tôi. 167 



J. Response Drill (using only chÚllg tôi or chúng ta in the answers) 

lo Ông và ông Ái di Can-Thd, phài không? 

You and Mr. Ai are going to Can
Tho, right? 

2. Ông và tôi di bãng máy bay, phài không? 

You and I are going by plane, right? 

3. ,,;< '.,.... "" , Ba ay mdl ong va ong Blnh chua? 

Has she invited you and Mr. Binh yet? 

4. Ông ãy muon g~p ông và tôi không? 

Does he want to see you and me? 

5. các ông ãn chua? 

Have you gentlemen eaten yet? 

6. Ông ãy mdi ông và chúng tôi không? 

Is he going to invite alI o~ us 
(lito you and us)? 

7. Mai ông và chúng tôi di lai dó không? 

Are alI of us (lit. you and we) 
going there tõmõrrow? 

8 0 Ông ãy biet các ông không? 

Does he know you gentlemen? 

D~ phài. Chúng tôi di Can-Thd. 

Yes. We're going to Can-Tho. 

h '2· Da p ale Chúng ta di bãng máy bay. 

Yes. We're going by plane. 

Da . "'. rOl • Bà ãy mdi chúng tôi r~i. 

Yes. She has invited us already. 
,,: 

Da muon. 
A ,,:,,: , 

Ong ay muon g~p chung ta. 

Yes. He wants to see USo 
~. , A. ~. 

D~ rOl. Chung tOl ãn rOl. 

Yes. We've eaten alreadyo 

D~ mdi. Ông ãy mdi chúng ta o 

Yes. Hers going to invite USe 

Da di. Mai chúng ta di lai dó. 

Yes. We're going there tomorrow o 

Da biet. Ông ãy biet chúng tôi. 

Yes. He knows uso 
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K. Response Drill 

lo Chúng ta ~i xe hdi v&i ông Dtic. 

We're going to ride with Mr. Duc. 

2. Cô ãy den v&i ông Minh. 

She's going to arrive with Mr. Minho 

A,..r '.'" 3. Ong ay h?c Vdl ong Blnh. 

He's going to study with Mr. Binh. 

4. Ông ãy di l~i dó v&i ông Tlnh-Tru&.ng. 

He's going there with the Province 
Chief. 

Chúng ta ~i xe hdi v&i ai? 

Who are we going to ride with? 

D~ chúng ta ~i xe hdi vdi ông Dtic. 

We're going to ride with Mr. Duc. 

,,;< ,.( '. • Co ay den Vdl al? 

Who is she going to arrive with? 

D~ cô ãy den Vdi ông Minh. 

She's going to arrive with Mr. Minh. 

Ông ãy h9c vdi ai? 

Who is he going to study with? 

"',( '. '" , 
D~ ong ay h9c Vdl ong Blnh. 

He's going to study with Mr. Binh. 

Ông ãy di l~i dó vdi ai? 

Who is he going there with? 

Da ông ãy di lai dó vdi ông Tlnh-Trubng. . . 
He's going there with the Province Chief. 
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50 Bà ay ng~i vdi bà Long. 

She's going to sit with Mrs. Long. 

60 Ông ay d?i b dó vdi ông Tâm. 

Heis going to wait there with Mr. 
T~. 

7. Ông ay di Sài-Gon vdi ông Tlnh-Tru&.ng. 

Heis going to Saigon with the 
Province Chie!'. 

8. Ông ay 1àm cái nay vdi ông Hài. 

He's going to do this with Mr. Hai. 

Bà ay ng~i Vdi ai? 

Who is she going to sit with? 

D~ bà ây ng~i Vdi bà Long. 

Shels going to sit with Mrs. Long. 

A ,( • 2 , '. • Ong ay d?l â do Vdl al? 

Who is he going to wait there with? 
,.. ",.c • '2 , '. A ,... 

D~ ong ay ddl â do Vdl ong Taro. 

He's going to wait there with Mr. Tamo 

" ,.( . '. " ' .. Ong ay dl Sal-Gon Vdl al? 

Who is he going to Saigon with? 

A '" • '.' '. A ~ '2 D~ ong ay dl Sal-Gon Vâl ong Tlnh-TruOhg. 

Heis going to Saigon with the Province 
Chie!'. 

A ,;< " , • "'" , • • Ong ay 1am cal nay Vdl al? 

Who is he going to do this with? 

Da ông ây 1àm cái nay vdi ông Hài. 

He's going to do this with Mr. Hai. 
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L. Transrormation Drill 

1. Ông Hài và ông Minh di C~n-Thd. Ông Hài di C~n-Thd vdi ông Minh. 

Mro Hai and Mro Minh are going to Mr. Hai is going to Can-Tho with Mr •. 
Can-Tho o Minho 

2. ,.. • "" • • '2 ,.. Ong Mlnh va tOl dgl â dayo Ông Minh dgi b dây vdi tôi. 

Mr. Minh and I are going to wait here. Mr. Minh is going to wait here with me. 

30 Ông Tâm và ông Bính làm cái dó. 

Mr. Taro and Mr. Binh are going to do 
that. 

40 Ông và ai di lai dó? 

(Lito You and who [else] are going 
there?) 

50 Ông và ông Hieu d~ng b dây di. 

You and Mro Hieu stand here o 

6. Ông Smith và ông Tlnh-Tru&.ng den dây. 

Mro Smith and the Province Chier 
are coming here o 

70 Tôi và ông Hieu an b dó. 

80 

Mro Hieu and I (lito I and Mr. Hieu) 
are going to ear-there o 

Â ~ ? 'A A ? ~. 
On~ T~nh-Truâng va ong Qu~n-Truâng ngol 

â dayo 

The Province Chier and the District 
Chier are going to sit here o 

Ông Tâm làm cái dó vdi ông Bính. 

Mr. Taro is going to do that with Mro 
Binh. 

Ông di lai dó vdi ai? 

Who are you going there with? 

Ông d~ng b dây Vdi ông Hieu dio 

You stand here with Mr. Hieu. 

Ông Smith den dây vdi ông Tlnh-Tru&.ngo 

Mro Smith is coming here with the 
Province Chiefo 

". '2"." .,t TOl an a do Vdl ong Hleu o 

I 1 m going to eat there with Mr. Hieu o 

A '2 ? ')o..? A '. A A 

Ong Tlnh-Truâng ngol â day Vdl ong Quan-
? • 

Truângo 

The Province Chief is going to sit here 
with the District Chier o 
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EXERCI SES 

1. Practice the Basic Dialogue, introducing variations in the names of the people named, 

destination, means of transportation to be used, and time of the trip. 

2. 

3. 

Te11 Mr. Hai: 

a. that you are going to Cho-Lon by pedicab. 

b. that you are going to ~~erica by boate 

c. that you are going to the embassy by motorcycle. 

d. that you are going to Saigon by plane. 

e. that you are going to the Popular Forces camp with the District Chief by helicopter. 

f. that you are going to the Province Chief's house with Colonel Jones by car. 

Check on whether Mr. Hai: 

ao is going by train or plane. 

b o is taking a bicycle or motorcycle. 

Cc has a car or a motorcycleo 

d. is a major ar a captain. 

8. is going to My-Tho on Tuesday or Wednesday. 

f~ is riding with you or with Mr. Hieu. 

~. You ask Mr. Minh: He replies: 

a. what he wants (to have). 

b. where he is going. 

c. who he invited. 

d. when he goes to see the Province 
Chier. 

e. on what days there are no planes. 

that he wants rice anà ~oney. 

that he is going to Saigon and Hue. 

that he invited Mr. Son and Mr. Duc. 

that he goes on Monday and Thursday. 

that there are no planes on Wednesday and 
Saturday. 
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5. Mr. Minh asks: You reply: 

a. where you and Mr. Minh are going. that you are flying to Hue. 

b. when you and he are going to do that you are going to do it tomorrow. 
this. 

c. how you and he are going to Cho- that you are going by taxi. 
Lon. 

d. where you and Mr. Smith are going that you are going to eat at the Majestic 
to eat. Hotel. 

e. on what day he and you are going to that you are going to see him on Tuesday. 
see Mr. Son. 
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LESSON 11 

BASIC DIALOGUE 

Mr. Smith 

the car over there 

be10ng to whom? 

1. Who does the car over there be10ng to? 

which one (i.e. vehic1e)? 

the sma11 one (ioe o vehic1e) 

be10ng to me 

20 Which one? The sma11 one is mine. 

is O.K. 

is [it] OoK.? 

3. Let me borrow [it], O.K.? 

my vehic1e 

is out of order or is damaged 
~ is spoi1ed 

40 Mine has broken down o 

Mr. Hai 

Mro Smith 

chiec xe hdi dãng kia 

II • cua al 

Chiec xe hdi dàng kia c~a ai? 

chiec nào 

chiêc nh6 

cÚa tôi 

Chiec nào? Chiêc nh6 cÚa tôi. 

dudc . 
dlic;>'C không 

Ông cho tôi muq.n, dli~C không? 

chiec (cÚa) tôi 

hli 

Chiec (cÚa) tôi hli r~i. 
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have to go ~ must go 

50 OoK. Where do you have to go? 

piek up (of peop1e on1y) 

go and piek up 

6. I have to go and piek up Mro Hoa. 

Mr. Hai 

Mr. Smith 

phAi di 

Da du?e. Ông phAi di dâu? 

rude 

di rude 

D~ tôi phAi di rude ông Hàa. 
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NOTES 

1. Chiêc is the special counter for units which are vehicles. Thus: 

môt chiec xe hdi 'I carl . 
• "l, ~ 

chlec may bay nay 'this airplane' 

chiec nào? 'which vehicle?' 

Additional counters introduced in this lesson (cf. Drill A, following) are: 
" - for units of plants and trees, pencils, pens, etc. ~ guns, 

"l 
- for units which are bound volumes, such as books and albums cuon 

td - for sheet-like units of paper 

trái - for units of fruit 

con - for units of animaIs 

2. Chiec nh6 'small vehicle', 'vehicle that is small': 

ln Vietnamese, a non-numerical modifier of a nominal expression regularly follows the 

nominal, with a demonstrative modifier occurring last. Thus: 

nhà ông Hài 'Mr. Hai's house(s)' 

cái nào? 'which one?' 

cái d~ng-h~ mdi 'the new watch', 'the watch that is new' 

d~ng-h~ mdi 'new watch(es)' 

d~ng-h~ tôi 'my watch(es)' 
, . ~ "" . , 

cal dong-ho mdl do 'that new watch' 

Note the contrast in meaning between the immediately preceding example and: 

Cái d~ng-h~ dó mdi. 'That watch is new.' 

1,2. Cll!! 'belong to', like là, is a copula (cf'. Lesson 4). Its negative equivalent is 

không phài clla. Its question equivalent uses the phài không pattern. Thus: 

Cái dó clla tôi. 'That one belongs to me.' ~ 'That one is mine.' 

Cái dó không phài clla tôi. 'That one doesn't belong to me.' ~ 'That one isn't mine.' 

Cái dó clla tôi, phài không? 'Does that one belong to me?' ~ 'Is that one mine?' 
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GENERAL PATTERN: Wi thin a sentence, nominal expression A + c-6.a + nominal expression B = 

'A belonging to B', 'B's A'. 

Examples: Dây lã sách c~a tôi. 'This/these is/are my book/books.' 

Dây lã cuôn sách c-6.a tôi. 'This is the book that belongs to me.' or 'This 
is my book.' 

Dây lã cuôn sách mdi c~a tôi. 'This is the new book that belongs to me.' or 
'This is my new book.' 

ln this pattern, c~a is o~ten optional, particularly when A is an unmodi~ied nominal. 

For example, the ~irst two examples above have alternates without c-6.a: Dây lã sách tôi 
A , ,( , A. 

and Day la cuon sach tOl. 

3. structurally parallel to phAi không questions or veri~ication (c~. Lesson 4) are questions 

ending in du?c không, which seek approval or acquiescence or an indication o~ possibility 

~rom the person addressed. The a~~irmative answer to du?c không questions is (D~) du?~, 

and the negative answer is (D~) không du?~ or (D~) không. C~. (D~) phAi and (D~) không 

phAi or (D~) không as answers to phAi không questions. 

5. PhAi+ action verbal X = 'must X', 'have to X'. The negative equivalent is không+phAi+ 

action verbal X: 'don't have to X', 'isn't necessary to X'. 
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DRILLS 

A. Substitution Dril1 

1. Who does Ithe car I over there belong to? 

2. Ithe bicycle 

3. the hO"l1se 

,c , 

Chiec xe may 

Chi~c xe hdil ding kia cÚa ai? 

Cái nhà 

4· Ithe watch 
, h h 

Cai dO:::1g-ho 
,. ,c 

5. Ithe pen 

6. the gun 

Cay viet 
,. , 

Cay sung 
,c ~ 

7. the dictionary Cuon tu-dien • 

8. the book 
,c , 

Cuon sach 

9. the newspaper Td báo 

10. the sheet 01' Td gi~y 
paper 

11. the orange Trái cam 

12. the coconut Trái dtta 

13. the water Con tr~u 
buf'f'alo 

lLJ. • the pig Con heo 
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B. Expansion Dri11 

1. cá xe hdi b dây. cá hai chiêc xe hdi & dây. 

There are cars here. There are two cars here. 
A , ~ ~ 

2. Toi co dong-ho. 
A' , h h 

Toi 00 hai oai dong-ho. 

r have a watch. r have two watohes. 
A A ~ 

3. Ong cho toi xin giay. 
A A , ~ 

Ong oho toi xin hai td giay. 

May r have some paper? May r have two sheets of paper? 

4. A ~, ~ 
Ong ay co tV-dien. 

A ~, ~ ~ 
Ong ay 00 hai ouon t~-dien. 

He has a dictionary. He has two diotionaries. 

5. 
",,: , 
Ong ay mua sung. ,...".t • '" , 

Ong ay mua hal oay sung. 

He's going to buy guns. He's going to buy two guns. 

6. '" ,: , '" Ong ay co trau o " ;< '. '" Ong ay co hal con trau. 

He has water buffa1oes o He has two water buffa10es o 

7 o Tôi mua d-lta o Tôi mua hai trái d-lta. 

r'm going to buy coconuts. r'm going to buy two coconuts. 

80 Chúng tôi dUng máy bay tr~c-thãngo Chúng tôi dting hai chiêc máy bay tr~o-thãng. 

We're going to use he1icopterso We're going to use two he1icopters. 

90 Tôi muón mu~ sách. Tôi muón mudn hai cuón sách. 

r want to borrow some books. r want to borrow two books. 
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c. Response Dri11 

1. Ông ãy có hai chiêc xe hdi. 

He has two cars o 

A ~ ~ ~ ~ , 

20 Co ay muon mudn bon cuon sacho 

She wants to borrow four books. 

, , '. ~ li ~ 30 Co sau cal ghe a day. 

There are six chairs here o 

4. Ông ãy doc ba td báo. 

He reads three newspapers. 

A ~ , A.~ • 

Ong ay co may chlec xe hdl? 

How many cars does he have? 

D~ (ông ây có) hai chiêco 

(He has) two. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , 
Co ay muon mu~ may cuon sach? 

How many books does she want to borrow? 

D~ (cô ây muôn muq.n) bôn cuôn. 

(She wants to borrow) fouro 

, ~ ,. ;< II ~ 

Co may cal ghe d day? 

How many chairs are there here? 

D~ (có) sáu cái (& dây). 

(There are) six (here). 

~;< ~'" 
Ong ay d?c may td bao? 

How many newspapers does he read? 

D~ (ông ây d?C) ba td. 

(He reads) three. 
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5. Ông â y an hai trái cam. 

He ate two oranges. 

6. Ông â y xin bon con heo. 

HeIs asking for four pigs. 

7. cá sáu A .;< '\ 2' • 
cay vlet chl â dang kla. 

There are six penci1s over there. 

8. ChÚng ta dting bôn chiec ghe. 

Welre going to use four sampans. 

6 '" __ " '. Ong ay an may tral cam? 

How many oranges did he eat? 

Da (ông ây an) hai trái. 

(He ate) two. 

A ~ • ~ h Ong ay Xln may con eo? 

How many pigs is he asking for? 

Da (ông â y xin) bôn con. 

(HeIs asking for) four. 

cá mây cây viet chl & dãng kia? 

How many penci1s are there over there? 

Da (cá) sáu cây (& dàng kia). 

(There are) six (over there). 
, ,;<. ;'l 

Chung ta dung may chlec ghe? 

How many sampans are we going to use? 

Da (chúng ta dting) bôn chiec. 

(Welre going to use) four. 
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Do Response Drill 

'. ~ , '. , ,-( 1. Cal nay va cal do tot. 

This one (i.e. watch, house, etc.) 
and that one are good. 

A ~ , Â , '. 

2. Cay nay va cay do mdl. 

3. 

This one (i.e. pen, gun, etc.) and 
that one are new. 

;< ~ , ;< , 

Chiec nay va chiec do hu. 

This one (i.e. vehicle, boat, plane, 
etc.) and that one are broken down. 

4. Cuôn n~y và cuon dó mãc. 

This one (i.e. book) and that one 
are expensi ve. 

5. Trái nay và trái dó ngon. 

This one (i.e fruit) and that one 
taste good. 

6. Td nay và td dó dài. 

This one (i.e. sheet of paper, news
paper, etc.) and that one are longo 

7. Con nay và con dó ldn. 

This one (i.e. animal) and that one 
are big. 

Cái dãng kia cá tôt không? 

Is the one over there good? 

Cây dãng kia cá mdi không? 

Is the one over there new? 

Chiec dãng kia cá hu không? 

Is the one over there broken down? 

Cuon dãng kia cá mãc không? 

Is the one over there expensive? 

Trái dãng kia cá ngon không? 

Does the one over there taste good? 

Td dãng kia cá dài không? 

Is the one over there long? 

Con dãng kia cá ldn không? 

Is the one over there big? 
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E. Substitution Drill 

1. Who does the car over there belong to? 

2. The car over there belongs tOI me 

3. 

4. 

5. 
6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

us (not 
including 
you) 

us (including 
you) 

you 

you gentlemen 

him 

that man 

Mr. Binh 

the Province 
Chief 

the hospital 

the American 
Ernbassy 

the Deputy 
Province 
Chief 

the American 
representa
tive 

Chiec xe hdi dãng kia cÚa ai 

tôi 

chúng tôi 

chúng ta 

" ong 

các ông 

" ,,< ong ay 

ông dó 

ông Bính 

ông Tlnh-Tru6ng 

nhà th"Lidng 

Toa D~i-S1i MY 

ông Phó Tlnh-
~ 

Trub'ng 

ông Dai-Diên MY. · 
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F. Response Drill 

1. Chiec xe hdi nay c~a ông Hài, phài 
không? 

Does this car belong to Mr. Hai? 

2. Con trâu dÀng kia c~a ông Hieu, phài 
không? 

3. 

4. 

Does the water buffalo over there 
belong to Mr. Hieu? 

Cây súng nay c~a ông Dai-Diên MY, 
phài không? -

Does this gun belong to the 
American representative? 

'. " , 2" , ~ 2 Cal nha do cua ong Pho Tlnh-Truang, 
phâi không? 

Does that house belong to the 
Deputy Province Chief? 

5. Td giây nay cÚa ông, phâi không? 

6. 

Does this sheet of paper belong 
to you? 

Cuôn sách dãng kia c~a cô Liên, phâi 
không? 

Does the book over there belong 
to Miss Lien? 

Da không (phâi). Chiec nay không phài cÚa ông 
• 2 Hai. 

No. This one does not belong to Mr. Hai. 

Da không (phâi). Con dÀng kia không phài c~a 
• " • ti'< ong Hleu. 

No. The one over there does not belong to 
Mr. Hieu. 

Da không (phâi). 
-Di%n MY. 

cây nay không phâi c~a ông Dai-

No. This one does not belong to the 
American representative. 

Da không (~hâi). 
- Tlnh-Trudng. 

Cái dó không phài c~a ông Phó 

No. That one does not belong to the 
Deputy Province Chief. 

Da không (phài). Td nay không phài c~a tôi. 

No. This one does not belong to me. 

D-: ~hô~~ (phài). 
co Llen. 

Cuôn dàng kia không phài 2 cua 

No. The one over there does not belong to 
Miss Lien. 
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G. Response Drill 

1. Cái nay không phài c~a ông Minh. 

This one (i.e. watch) doesn't 
belong to Mr. Minh or This one 
isn't Mr. Minh's. 

~ ~ A h~. ~ A .~ 2. Cuon nay khong p al cua ong Hleu. 

This one (i.e. book) doesn't 
belong to Mr. Hieu. 

Vªy cái dó c~a ông Minh, phài không? 

Then does that one belong to Mr. Minh? or 
Then is that one Mr. Minh's? 

A ~ , ~ A .~ ~. A 

V~y cuon do cua ong Hleu, phal khong? 

Then does that one belong to ~1r. Rieu? 

3. Chiec nay không phãi c~a Toa D~i-S~ Mj. V~y chiec dó c~a Tàa D~i-S~ Mj, ph&i không? 

4. 

This one (i.e. car) doesn't 
belong to the American Embassy. 

~ A ~. ~ A , 

Con nay khong phal cua ong Hoa. 

This one (i.e. water buffalo) 
doesn't belong to Mr. Roa. 

5. Trái nay không phài c~a ông Long. 

This one (i.e. fruit) doesn't 
belong to Mr. Long. 

6. Cây nay không ph&i c~a cô Liên. 

This one (i.e. pen) doesn't 
belong to Miss Lien. 

7. Td nay không phài c~a tôi. 

This one (i.e. newspaper) doesn't 
belong to me. 

Then does that one bel ong to the American 
Embassy? 

vªy con dó c~a ông Hàa, phãi không? 

Then does that one belong to Mr. Hoa? 

V~y trái dó c~a ông Long, phài không? 

Then does that one belong to Mr. Long? 

Vªy cây dó c~a cô Liên, ph&i không? 

Then does that one belong to MiSS Lien? 

V~y td dó c~a ông, ph&i không? 

Then does that one belong to you? 
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H. Transformation Drill 

lo Chiêc c~a tôi hu r~i. 

Mine (i.e. vehicle) has broken down. 

" , 'Z A 'Z": 20 Do la nha cua ong truâng ap. 

That's the hamlet chief's house. 

,.. ~ '" 2 '" , 30 Toi mudn dong-ho cua ong Blnh. 

1'm going to borrow Mr. Binh's watch. 

40 A , ~ '2 
Day la tien cua ai? 

Whose money is this? 

50 Cái c~a ông tôt lãm. 

Yours is very good. 

60 Xe c~a ai hu? 

Whose car is broken down? 

70 
, 'Z A 'Z A 

Sung cua ong â dau? 

Where is your gun? 

8 0 Dây lã tien c~a chúng tôi, phãi không? 

This is our money, right? 

H.l. Repeat drill, reversing roles. 

Chiec tôi hu rôi. 

" ,,.. '2",l 
Do la nha ong truâng ap. 

A. ~ ~ A , 

TOl mudn dong-ho ong Blnh. 

Dây là tien ai? 

'. Ao ti'< , Cal ong tot 1 ãrn. 

Xe ai hu? 

, A 'Z A 

Sung ong â dau? 

Dây là tien chúng tôi, phãi không? 
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I. Transformation Drilll 

1. Dây lã xe hdi tôi. 

This is my car. 

, "h h A 

2. Do la dong-ho ong Minh. 

That is Mr. Minh's watch. 
7 

3. Dãng kia lã tV-diên ông Hiêu. 

Over there is Mr. Hieu's 
dictionary. 

4. Dây lã viet ai? 

Whose pen is this? 

5. Dó lã báo ông Tâm, phãi không? 

That's Mr. Tam's newspaper, right? 

6. Dãng kia lã nhã ông Hãi. 

Over there is Mr. Hai's house. 
,,, A A '2;( 7. Do la trau ong trudng ap. 

That's the hamlet chief's water 
buffalo. 

8. Dây lã xe máy ai? 

Whose bicycle is this? 

1.1. Repeat drill, reversing roles. 

Chiec xe hdi nay c~a tôi. 

This car belongs to me. 

'. '" "" ~ A. • Cal dong-ho do cua ong Mlnh. 

That watch belongs to Mr. Minh. 

;( t . J.. d~ k· 'l A • ;( Cuon v-dlen ang la cua ong Hleu. 

The dictionary over there belongs to Mr. 
Hieu. 

A • ;< "'" '2 • Cay vlet nay cua al? 

Who does this pen belong to? 

" , , 'l A A '2. A Td bao do cua ong Taro, phal khong? 

That newspaper belongs to Mr. Tam, right? 

Cái nhà dãng kia cÜa ông Hãi. 

The house over there belongs to Mr. Hai. 

A , 'l" 'l;( 
Con trau do cua ong trudng ap. 

That water buffalo belongs to the hamlet 
chief • 

• ;( , h 'l • 
Chlec xe may nay cua al? 

Who does this bicycle belong to? 

lOnly the sentences on the left can also refer to the plural (i.e. 'These are my cars', 'Those 
are Mr. Minh's watches', etc. 
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J. Transformation Drill 

1. Chiêc xe dó hu. 

That vehicle is broken down. 

2. 
,.t • ~ " , • Cuon t~-dlen nay mdl. 

This dictionary is new. 

3. Td báo dãng kia cü. 

The newspaper over there is old. 

4. Con heo dó ldn. 

That pig is big. 

5. Cây súng dãng kia nh6. 

The gun over there is small. 

6. Cái d~ng-h~ n~y cü. 

This watch is old. 

7. Cái bàn dó dài. 

That table is longe 

8. cu5n sách n~y mdi. 

This book is new. 

Chi~c xe hu dó cÚa ai? 

Who does that broken down vehicle belong to? 
, ., . 

Cuôn t~-diên mdi nây cÚa ai? 

Who does this new dictionary belong to? 

Td báo cü dãng kia cÚa ai? 

Who does the old newspaper over there 
belong to? 

Con heo ldn dó cÚa ai? 

Who does that big pig belong to? 

'" , h Z " k' Z • Cay sung n o dang la cua al? 

Who does the small gun over there belong to? 

, ~ ~ "" '2 Cai dong-ho cü nay cua ai? 

Who does this old watch belong to? 

Cái bàn dài dó cD.a ai? 

\1ho does that long table belong to? 

,t , , • "" '2 • Cuon sach mdl nay cua al? 

Who does this new book belong to? 
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Ko Transformation Drill 

lo Dây là chiec xe mdi. 

This is the new vehicle o 

2. Dãng kia là cái bàn dài. 

Over there is the long table. 
, , A .;( ,ti< 3. Do la cay vlet Chl tot. 

That's the good pencil. 

4. Dây là td báo cü. 

This is the old newspaper. 
, '2 

5. Dãng kia là cuôn tu-diên ldn. 

Over there is the big dictionary. 

6. Dó là trái cam ngon. 

That's the orange that tastes good. 

A , '2 7. Day la con heo nho. 

This is the small pig o 

8. Dây là cây viêt tôt. 

This is the good pene 

K.l. Repeat drill, reversing roles. 

'" "', Chiec xe nay mdi. 

This vehicle is new. 

Cái bàn dãng kia dài. 

The table over there is longe 

A .~ " ~ Cay vlet Chl do tot. 

That pencil is good. 
, , '),. IV 

Td bao nay cu. 

This newspaper is old. 
, '2 

Cuôn t~-diên dãng kia ldn. 

The dictionary over there is big. 

Trái cam dó ngon. 

That orange tastes good. 

'),. '2 
Con heo nay nho. 

This pig is smal1. 

" .,t " ,< Cay vlet nay tot. 

This pen is good. 
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L. Transformation Drill 

1. Ông cho tôi mudn di. 

Let me borrow it. 

2. " , , . '" . Ong Iam cal nay dl. 

You do this. 

3. Ông dgi d dây di. 

You wai t here. 

4. " '." '1 ? • Ong mdl ong Tlnh-Trudng dl. 

You invite the Province Chief. 

50 các ông d~ng d dây dio 

You gentlemen stand here o 

6. A , , • '" • Ong dung cal nay dlo 

You use this o 

7. 
A A A .~ • 

Ong keu ong Hleu dl. 

You call Mr. Hieu o 

8 0 Ông di lai dó dio 

You go there o 

90 Ông cho tôi coi cái dó di. 

Let me look at that. 

1'-1.1. Rep ea t drill, reversing roles o 

Ông cho tôi mu~, du~c không? 

Let me borrow it, okay? 

A , '. '" " Ong Iam cal nay, du~c khong? 

You do this, okay? 

Ông d~i d dây, du?c không? 

You wait here, okay? 

" '." '1? " Ong mdl ong Tlnh-Trudng, du?c khong? 

You invite the Province Chief, okay? 

các ông d~ng d dây, du~c không? 

You gentlemen stand here, okay? 

" , '.".... " Ong dung cal nay, du~c khong? 

You use this, okay? 

Ông kêu ông Hieu, du~c không? 

You call Mr. Hieu, okay? 

Ông di l~i dó, du~c không? 

You go there, okay? 

ông cho tôi coi cái dó, du~c không? 

Let me look at that, okay? 
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M. Transformation Drill 

1. Ông di, phài không? 

You're going, right? 

A " '. ~ 2. A 2. Ong Iam cal nay, phal khong? 

You're going to do this, right? 

3. Ông di Vdi ông Boa, phài không? 

You're going with Mr. Roa, right? 

4. Ông d~i & dây, phài không? 

You're going to wait here, right? 

5. A " , ~ ? A 

Ong dung cai nay, phai khong? 

You're going to use this, right? 

60 Th~ bày ông di, phài không? 

You're going on Saturday, right? 

A ~ '2 • tA 7. Ong mua do an, phal khong? 

You're going to buy food, right? 

8 0 Ông ng~i & dàng kia, phài không? 

You're going to sit over there, right? 

Nol. Repeat drill, reversing roles. 

Ông di, dugc không? 

You go, okay? 

A. " , • '" #I\, Ong Iam cal nay, du?c khong? 

You do this, okay? 

Ông di vdi ông Boa, dugc không? 

You go with Mro Boa, okay? 

A .'2" A. 

Ong dgl â day, duqc khong? 

You wait here, okay? 

Ông du.ng cái '),. " nay, ducjc khong? 

You use this, okay? 

Th~ bày ông di, du~c không? 

You go on Saturday, okay? 

Ông mua d~ an, du~c không? 

You buy food, okay? 

A "'. 1(". Ao Ong ngol â dan5 kla, duc:'c khong? 

You sit over there, okay? 
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N. Transf'ormation Dri11 

lo Ông di dâu? 

Where are you going? 

20 Tôi 1àm cái nayo 

l'm going to do this o 

30 Tôi h6i ông D~i-Di~n MY. 
l'm going to ask the American 

representative. 

4. Ông ây di bãng máy bay tr~c-thang. 

He's going by he1icopter. 

5. Tôi dUng cái cu. 

l'm going to use the old one. 

6. Ông ây mu~ xe hdi ông Hiêu. 

He's going to borrow Mr. Hieu's 

70 Ông ây bán hai con trâu. 

car. 

He's going to se11 two water buffa1oes. 

8 0 Chúng ta có súng. 

We ha ve guns o 

ông phài di dâu? 

Where do you have to go? 

Tôi phài 1àm cái nayo 

I have to do this o 

Tôi phài h6i ông D~i-Di~n MY. 
I have to ask the American represent

ative. 

Ông ây phài di bãng máy bay tr~c-thang. 

He has to go by he1icopter. 

Tôi phài dUng cái cu. 

I have to use the old one. 

Ông ây phài muq.n xe hdi ông Hieu. 

He has to borrow Mr. Hieu's car. 

Ông ây phài bán hai con trâu o 

He has to se11 two water buffa1oes o 

Chúng ta phài có sÚng. 

We have to have gunso 
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O. Transrormation Dri11 

1. Ông ây rudc ông Hàa. 
A ;< • , Ao , 

Ong ay dl rudc ong Hoa. 

He's going to pick up Mr. Hoa. He's going to go and pick up Mr. Hoa. 

20 Tôi mua báo. Tôi di mua báo. 

1'm going to buy a newspaper. 1'm going to go and buy a newspaper o 

3. 
,..,( ,( 

Ong ay mu<;ffi gheo 
~ ~ ~ 

Ong ay di mU?TI gheo 

He's going to borrow some chairs. HeIs going to go and borrow some chairs. 

4. Mai tôi coi cái dó. Mai tôi di coi cái dó. 

1 1 m going to look at that tomorrow. Ilm going to go and look at that 
tomorrow o 

5. Anh ây xin nudC uong. Anh â y di xin nUdc uongo 

HeIs going to ask for some drinking HeIs going to go and ask for some 
water. drinking water. 

6 0 Tôi kêu ông Hài. Tôi di kêu ông Hài. 

1'm going to ca11 Mr. Hai. 1 1m going to go and ca11 Mr. Hai. 

70 Ông â y an vdi ông Longo Ông ãy di an vdi ông Long. 

HeIs going to eat with Mr. Longo He' s going to go and eat with Mr. Long. 

8 0 Th~ ba tôi g~p ông ãyo Th~ ba tôi di g~p ông ây. 

11m going to see him on Tuesday. 1 1 m going to go and see him on Tuesday. 
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EXERCI SES 

1. Check on the ownership or objects in the c1assroom ror which the Vietnamese terms are known. 

Ask Mr . Chan: Mr. Chan replies: 

a. how many sampans he is going 
to use. 

b. what he wants to buy. 

c. how many cars the Embassy has. 

d. how many sheets or paper he is 
asking ror. 

e. how many books he borrowed. 

r. the price or that dictionary. 

g. where Mr. Hai's new car is. 

h. ir he is going by car or by plane. 

i. how come he wants to borrow a cara 

that he is going to use two. 

that he wants to buy three coconuts. 

that there are ten. 

that he is asking ror ten sheets or paper. 

that he borrowed rour b~oks. 

that he doesn't know; that that dictionary 
isn't his. 

that it is right over there. 

that he has to go by helicopter. 

that he is going to go and pick up the 
American representative at the airport. 
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LESSON 12 

BASIC DIALOGUE 

Mr. Smith 

what time? 

1. What time [is it] (a1ready)? 

Mr. Hai 

four o'c1ock 

twenty (i.e. 2 tens) 

4:20 

2 • [ I t ' s] 4: 2 O (a 1 r e a dy ) • 

Mr. Smith 

how long (of time)? 

how much longer? 

wait for how much longer? 

3. How much longer [do we] have to wait? 

Mr. Hai 

minute 

ten minutes 

ten minutes more 

;< .' may gld 

;< • , ~ • 

May gld rOl? 

bôn gid 

hai mudi 

bôn gid hai mudi 

Da bôn gid hai mudi r~io 

bao 1âu 

bao 1âu nlta 

ddi bao 1âu nlta 

Phài ddi bao 1âu nlta? . 

phút 

mudi phút 

mudi phút nlta 
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wait for ten minutes more 

4. [We] have to wait for ten more minutes. 

can wait 

5. Can you wait? 

Mr. Smith 

6. Yes (lit. [I] can [wait]). [If 

it's] ten minutes, then I can wait. 

d~i mudi phút n~a 

D~ phAi d~i mudi phút n~a. 

ddi dudc . . 
Ông d~i dugc không? 

Da dudc. Mudi phút thl tôi ddi dudc. . . . 
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NOTES 

1,2. May gid: O'clocks are indicated by a numeral+counter gid 'hour' (cf. Drill A, following). 
~ 

When preceded by hoi, they refer to the immediately preceding point of time so-named (cf. 

Drill D, following). The question word for o'clocks is may gid 'what time?'. 

2. Bôn gid hai mudi: A numeral (multiple of five) alone, directly following an o'clock, indicates 

the number of minutes following the hour (cf. Drill B, following). Ruai '+one-half' is 

regularly used to indicate 'half-past'. 

The Vietnamese numeraIs from 11 through 19 consist of mudi 'lO' + the appropriate numeral 

from one through nine; but following mUdi, nam '5' has the alternate form Iam. Thus: 

mudi môt 

mudi hai 

mudi ba 

mudi bon 

mudi Iam 

'11' 

'12' 

'13' 

'14' 

'15' 

mudi sáu '16' 
'. '2 mudl bay '17' 

mudi tám '18' 
mudi chín '19' 

Mudi (leveI tone), like chuc (Lesson _e_ 8), is a counter for units of tens. However, mudi does 

not occur following ~?l. Thus: 

'lO' 

, 20' 

mudi or môt chuc . . 
hai mudi or hai chuc 

, 30' 

'40' 

ln time expressions, only the alternative with mudi occurs. 

ba mudi or ba chuc . 
bôn mudi or bôn chuc . 

Multiples of 5 which are not multiples of 10 use mudi1 but not Chvc2 and the Iam alternant 

of nam. Thus: 

lBut '15' is mudi Iam. 

2ChV~ occurs only in numbers which are exact multiples of ten. 
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hai mudi Iam ' 25' 
ba mudi Iam ' 35' 
bôn mudi I ãrn ' 45' 
nam mudi Iam '55' etc. 

30 Bao lâu n~a: N~a following a quantity expression indicates that quantity in addition o For 

example, ~9t cái n~a fone more (thing)', hai chiec máy bay n~a 'two more airplanes'o Note 

also môt gid n~a fone more hour'. 

Compare the following patterns: 

ông d~i bao lâu? 'Row long will you (~ do you ~ did you) wait?' 

ông ddi bao lâu n~a? 'Row much longer will you (or do you or did you) 
wait?' -- --

ông dqi bao lâu r~i? 'Row long have you waited?' 

The occurrence of time expressions in the answers to these questions is parallel to the 

above (cf. Drill L, following). 

Note the use of phài dqi without a subjec~ referring to a necessity applicable either in 

general ter~s (like English 'it's necessary to wait') or to a subject understood from the 

context (cf. Drills G and I, following). 

40 Phút is the counter for minutes. Other common time counters are gid 'hour', ngày 'day', 
~ , 

tuan 'week', thang 'month', and nãrn 'year'. 

50 Ddi dudc: _e __ e_ GENERAL PATTERN: Action verbal expression + du~~ (in sentence- or clause-final 

position) = 'be able to 'can ___ ', 'be possible to 

Examples: Tôi làm cái nay duqc. 'I can do this o' 

Di Rue bàng máy bay dudc. 'It's possible to go to Rue by airplaneo' . 
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ln the negative equivalent, không or chua occurs either preceding du~~ or, less commonly, 

preceding the action verbal expression. Thus: 

Tôi di không du~c. 

or Tôi không di du~c. 'I can' t go. , 

Tôi di chua du~c. 

or Tôi chua di du~c. 'I haven't been able to go yet.' or 'I can't go yet. 

ln corresponding r~i statements, r~i follows du~c. Thus: 

Tôi làm cái dó du~c r~i. 'I've been able to do that already.' 

ln information questions containing question words like si 'what?', dâu 'where?', ~~i)sao 

'how come?', etc., du~~ 'can' occurs at the end of the questione ln yes-or-no questions, 
" 'l. " du~~ 'can' precedes khong, chua, and phal khong. 

Examples: ông an gl du~c? 'What can you eat?' 

Sao ông d~i không du?c? 'How come you can't wait?' 

ông d~i du~c không? 'Can you wait?' 

Ông mua du?c chua? 'Have you been able to buy it?' 

Ông làm cái nay du~c, phài không? 'You can do this -- right?' 

, 

Du~c occurs as the affirmative answer to a không question (such as the third example in the 

immediately preceding group)o 

Note the contrast between pairs like: 

Ông di du~c không? 'Can you go?' 

and: Ông di, du~c không? 'You go -- O.K.?' 

ln the second example, du?~ is stressed and is pronounced as if at the beginning of an 

utterance; it may also be immediately preceded by pause o 
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6. Thl 'then', 'in that case' introduces results of conditions. That is to say, X thl Y means 

that if X is posed as a condition, Y will resulte For example: 

Mudi phút thl tôi àdi àu~c. '[If it's] ten minutes -- i.e. if ten minutes is 

what is involved or proposed or meant -- then I can wait.' 

Ông Hieu thl tôi biet. '[If it's] Mr. Hieu -- i.e. if you're talking about 

Mr. Hieu, or if Mr. Hieu is the person under discussion, Or if Mr. Hieu is 

the person you mean I do know [him].'; 'Mr. Hieu -- I know.' 

Xe hdi thl chúng tôi có. '[If it's] a car -- i.e. if a car is what is involved 

or meant or proposed or being talked about -- we do have [one of those].'; 'A 

car -- we do have.' 
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DRILLS 

A. Substitution Dri11 

1. [It IS] I one I 'olc1ock (a1ready). I M9 t I gid r~i. 

2. two Hai 

3. three Ba 

4. four Bôn 

5. five Nãrn 

6. six sáu 

7. 
~ 

seven Bay 

8. eight Tárn 

9. nine Chín 

10. ten Mudi 

11. e1even Mudi môt . 
12. twe1vel I Mudi hai 
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B. Substitution Drill 

1. [It's] 4:05 (already). ~ .' nam '" . Bon gl.d rol.. 

2. [It's] 4:10. mudi 

3. [Itts] 4:15. mudi Iam 

4. [Itts] 4:20. I hai mudi 

5. [It's] 4:25. I hai mudi Iam 

6. [Itts] half-past four (already). I rdÕ'i 

7. [It's] 4:35. ba mudi Iam 

8. [It's] 4:40. bon mudi 

9. [It's] 4:45. bon mudi Iam 

10. [It's] 4:50. I nam mudi 

11. [Itts] 4:55. I nam mudi Iam 
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c. Response Drill 

1. Bon gid ông â y dio 

He's going at 4:00. 

20 Mudi môt gid máy bay den. 

The plane arrives at 11:00. 

3. Ba gid rudi ông â y di rude ông Hoa. 

He's going to go and piek up Mr. Hoa 
at 3:30. 

40 Mudi hai gid mudi lam ông â y di an. 

He's going to go and eat at 12:15. 

Mây gid ông â y di? 

What time is he going? 

Da bon gid (ông ây di). 

(He's going at) 4:00. 

~ ." ~ May gld may bay den? 

What time does the plane arrive? 

D~ mudi m9t gid (máy bay den). 

(The plane arrives at) 11:00. 

ti< .'" ti"< • ,,, '\ May gld ong ay dl rude ong Hoa? 

What time is he going to go and piek up 
Mr. Hoa? 

D~ ba gid rudi (ông â y di rude ông Hoa). 

(He's going to go and piek up Mr. Hoa 
at) 3:30. 

~ .'" ~ . May gld ong ay dl ãn? 

What time is he going to go and eat? 

D~ mudi hai gid mudi Iam (ông ãy di ãn). 

(He's going to go and eat at) 12:15. 
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5. M9 t gid bón mudi Iam ông ãy kêu ông Minh. 

Heis going to call Mr. Minh at 1:45. 

6. Chfn gid ông ãy di g~p ông Tlnh-Trubng. 

Heis going to go and see the Province 
Chief at 9:00. 

7. Hai gid hai mudi xe buyt den. 

The bus arrives at 2:20. 

8. Tám gid bôn mudi ông ãy l~i dây. 

Heis going to come here at 8:40. 

Mãy gid ông ãy kêu ông Minh? 

What time is he going to call Mr. Minh? 

D~ m?t gid bôn mudi Iam (ông ãy kêu ông Minh). 

(Heis going to call Mr. Minh at) 1:45. 

M~ ."" ~. "Tv h II ay g1d ong ay dl g~p ong ln -Truang? 

What time is he going to go and see the 
Province Chief? 

, .' (" ~ "v II) Da chln gld ong ay di gãp ong T1nh-Truang • . . 
(Heis going to go and see the Province 

Chief at) 9:00. 
~ ." , ~ May g1d xe buyt den? 

What time does the bus arrive? 

~ hai gid hai mudi (xe buyt den). 

(The bus arrives at) 2:20. 

~ .'" ~ ..... May gld ong ay 1~1 day? 

What time is he going to come here? 

D~ tám gid bôn mudi (ông ãy l~i dây). 

(Heis going to come here at) 8:40. 
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D. Substitution Drill 

1. He went at I 4:00 

2. 

3. 

4. 
5. 

hali'-past nine 

10 :15 

1:20 

11:05 

6. What time did he go? 

E. Transi'ormation Drill 

1. Bôn gid ông ây di. 

He's going at 4:00. 

,t .' '" ,c ,c '" 2. May gld ong ay den day? 

What time is he going to come here? 

3. Mudi gid ông ây kêu ông. 

Hers going to call you at 10:00. 

4. Ba gid ông ây cho chúng tôi biêt. 

Hers going to let us know at 3:00. 

5. Mudi hai gid rudi tôi di ãn. 

I'm going to go and eat at 12:30. 

E.l. Repeat drill, reversing roles. 

Ông â.y di h~i I bon gid 

ch:ín gid ru'Õ'i 

mudi gid mudi Iam 

m9t gid hai mudi 

mudi m9t gid nam 
,c • , 

may gld 

Ông ãy di h~i bôn gid. 

He went at 4:00. 
A ,c ,c ~ h~. ,c .' ung ay den day Ol may gld? 

What time did he come here? 

Ông ãy kêu ông h~i mUdi gid. 

He called you at 10:00. 

? 

Ông ay cho chúng tôi biêt h~i ba gid. 

He let us know at 3:00. 

Tôi di ãn h~i mudi hai gid ru'Õ'i. 

I went and ate at 12:30. 
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F. Response Dri11 

1. Ông ã y d~n dây h~i mudi gid. 

He came here at 10:00. 

2. Ba gid ông ã y di muv-n cái dó. 

HeIs going to go and borrow that 
at 3:00. 

3. Ông ãy cho cô Liên biet h~i bôn gid. 

He 1et Miss Lien know at 4:00. 

4. Ông Minh g~p ông ã y h~i mUdi m9t gid. 

Mr. Minh saw him at 11:00. 

Ông ây den dây h~i mãy gid? 

What time did he come here? 

Da (ông ã y den dây) h~i mUdi gid. 

(He came here at) 10:00. 

;l .' A. ;l. '.' May gld ong ay dl muv-n cal do? 

What time is he going to go and borrow that? 

Da ba gid (ông ã y di muv-n cái dó). 

(HeIs going to go and borrow that at) 

Ông ãy cho cô Liên biet h~i mãy gid? 

What time did he 1et Miss Lien know? 

Da (ông ã y cho cô Liên biêt) h~i bôn gid. 

(He 1et Miss Lien know at) 4:00. 

Ông Minh gãp ông ã y h~i mãy gid? . 
What time did Mr. Minh see him? 

Da (ông Minh g~p ông ãy) h~i mudi m9t gid. 

(Mr. Minh saw him at) 11:00. 

3:00. 
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5. Hai gid ông ay di l~i dó. 

He's going there at 2:00. 

6. ông ay di h~i bày gid bon mudi. 

He went at 7:40. 

7. Mªt gid ruai ông ay di dón ông Hieu. 

He's going to go and pick up 
Mr. Hieu at 1:30. 

8. Bà ay kêu ông Tâm h~i ba gid hai mudi. 

She ca11ed Mr. Tam at 3:20. 

May gid ông ay di l~i dó? 

What time is he going there? 

Da hai gid (ông ay di l~i dó). 

(Heis going there at) 2:00. 

ông ay di h~i may gid? 

What time did he go? 

Da (ông ay di) h~i bãy gid bon mudi. 

(He went at) 7:40. 

May gid ông ay di dón ông Hieu? 

What time is he going to go and pick up 
Mr. Hieu? 

Da mªt gid ruai (ông ay di dón ông Hieu). 

(HeIs going to go and pick up Mr. Hieu at) 
1:30. 

,,( ,..,.. ,.. "". ,( .' Ba ay keu ong Taro hOl may gld? 

What time did she call Mr. Taro? 

~ (bà ay kêu ông Tâm) h~i ba gid hai mudi. 

(She ca11ed Mr. Taro at) 3:20. 

F.l. Repeat dri11, substituting ch~g nào Lor may gid and h~i nào Lor h~i may gid in 

student questions. 
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G. Substitution Dril1 

1. How much longer [do weJ have to wait? Phãi àdi bao 1âu I ntta? 

2. [We] have to wait for f'ive more minutes • nam phút 

3. five hours nam gid 

4. f'ive days " nam ngay 

5. f'ive weeks 
,... 

nãrn tuan 

6. f'ive months nãm tháng 

7. five years nãrn nam 

H. Substitution Dri11 

1. 1'm going to I wait for fi ve more days. Tô i I àdi nam ngày ntta. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

stay 

stay over 

work (or 
do [i t ] ) 

be off (or 
rest) -

b 

b 1ai . 
làm 

nghl 
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I. Response Drill l 

1. Chúng ta phài ddi. 

We have to wait o 

20 6ng ãy b khách-s~n Majestic. 

He's going to stay at the Majestic 
Hotel. 

OA h?·? 1· ~ Th 3. ng p al d ~l Can- d. 

You have to stay over in Can-Tho. 

4. Cô Liên nghl. 

Miss Lien is off. 

5. A .-< " ? "" Ong ay lam d My-Tho. 

He's going to work in My-Tho. 

6. A,.t 2 "-

Ong ay h9C d day. 

He's going to study here. 

7. Tôi mudn cuôn dó. 

1'm going to borrow that one (i.e. 
book) • 

8. Tôi nghe cái dó. 

1'm going to listen to that. 

Phài ddi bao lâu? . 
How long [do we] have to wait? 

~ khách-s~n Majestic bao lâu? 

How long is [he] going to stay at the 
Majestic Hotel? 

Phài b lai Can-Thd bao lâu? . 
How long [do I] have to stay over in 

Can-Tho? 

'l A Nghl bao lau? 

How long is [she] going to be off? 

" ? ~ " Lam d y-Tho bao lau? 

How long is [he] going to work in 
My-Tho? 

? A A 

H9C d day bao lau? 

How long is [he] going to study here? 

Mudn cuôn dó bao lâu? . 
How long are [you] going to borrow it? 

Nghe cái dó bao lâu? 

How long are [you] going to listen to 
it? 

lThe sentences in this drill can also refer to past tense. 
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J. Response Drill 

1. Ông ây ddi mudi phút r~i. 

2. 

HeIs been waiting for ten minutes 
(already) • 

".?" , TOl â day ba ngay 
,.... 

rOl. 

I have stayed here for three days. 

Ao ~ 2 • ~ , A ~ ~. 3. Ong ay â l~l Vung Tau mot tuan rOl. 

4. 

He has stayed over in Vung Tau for 
a week. 

" ,( , ?" " Ong ay lam â Vl~t-Nam tam thang 
,... . 

rOl. 

HeIs been working in Viet-Nam for 
eight months. 

é ",( ~ • ,... ,.... 
~. Co ay nghl hal tuan rOl. 

Shels been off for two weeks. 

6. ",( ?" A ~. 
Ong ay h9C â day m9t nam rOl. 

HeIs been studying here for a year. 

7. Ông ây nói mudi phút r~i. 

HeIs been talking (lit. speaking) 
for ten minutes. ---

Ao ,l • "N Ong ay ddl bao lau nua? 

How much longer is he going to wait? 

Ông & dây bao lâu n~a? 

How much longer are you going to stay 
here? 

Ông ây & l~i ~ung Tàu bao lâu n~a? 

How much longer is he going to stay over 
in Vung Tau? 

" ,( , ? ." " ~ Ong ay lam â Vl~t-Nam bao lau nua? 

How much longer is he going to work in 
Viet Nam? 

" ,( ~ ,,~ 
Co ay nghl bao lau nua? 

How much longer is she going to be off? 

",( ?" ,,~ 

Ong ay h9c â day bao lau nua? 

How much longe r is he going to study 
here? 

~ ~'. Ao N Ong ay nOl bao lau nua? 

How much longer is he going to talk? 
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K. Response Drill 

1. Tôi ddi nãm phút n~a. 

11m going to wait for five more 
minutes. 

2. Ông ay hge sáu tháng n~a. 

3. 

HeIs going to study for six more months. 

'" ,( " II "" "" Ong ay Iam d day mot nãm nua. 

HeIs going to work here for one more 
year. 

4. Cô ãy nghl môt tuan n~a. 

Shels going to be off for one more week. 

5. Tôi & kháeh-s~n dó hai ngày n~a. 

11m going to stay at that hotel for 
two more days. 

Ao rt '2 • "A .",( Ao '" ~ 6. Ong ay d l~l nha ong Hleu mot tuan nua. 

7. 

HeIs going to stay over at Mr. Hieuls 
house for one more week. 

Tôi d~i & dây môt gid n~a. 

11m going to wait here for one more 
hour. 

Ông d~i bao lâu r~i? 

How long have you been waiting 
(already) ? 

Ô ,( h b " ~. ng ay oe ao lau rOl? . 
How long has he been studying? 

ó ,( " I? " ,,~. Ong ay Iam d dáy bao lau rOl? 

How long has he been working here? 

'" ,( ~ ,,~. 
Co ay nghl bao lau rOl? 

How long has she been off? 

.... I?, , ,,~. 

Ong â khaeh-s~n do bao lau rOl? 

How long have you stayed at that hotel? 

~ ".( ~ • "A.".( Ao "'. 

Ong ay â l~l nha ong Hleu bao lau rOl? 

How long has he stayed over at Mr. 
Hieuls house? 

.... • I? A A~. 
Ong ddl d day bao lau rOl? 

How long have you been waiting here? 
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L. Response Drill 

1. Ông ay d?i mudi phút ""'. rOl. 

Heis been waiting for ten minutes. 

'" ,,< 'l • '" "'" "" 2. Ong ay a l~l m?t tuan nua. 

Heis going to stay over for one more 
week. 

'" ,,< " 'l • '" '" 3. Ong ay lam a Vl~t-Nam m?t nãmo 

Heis going to work in Viet-Nam for 
one year. 

4 A"< ~ • ,.. 
• ung ay nghl hal tuan. 

He was off for two weeks. 

Ông ay d?i bao lâu r~i? 

How long has he been waiting? 

Da (ông ay d?i) mudi phút "'" . rOl. 

(Heis been waiting for) ten minutes. 

'" ,,< 'l. '" "" Ong ay a lal bao lau nua? 

Da . 

How much longer is he going to stay 
over? 

(ông ay b l~i) m9t tuan n~a. 

(Heis going to stay over for) one more 
week. 

'" ,,< " 'l • '" '" Ong ay lam a Vl~t-Nam bao lau? 

How long is he going to work in Viet
Nam? 

Da (ông ay làm b Vi~t-Nam) m9t nam. 

(Heis going to work in Viet-Nam for) 
one year o 

A"< 2 " ung ay nghl bao lau? 

How long was he off? 

( " ~ ~) . ,.. 
D~ ong ay nghl hal tuan. 

(He was off for) two weeks. 
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5. ...,c '2 .... 
Ong ay h<;>c a day 

)..,. 

rOl. 
, 

sau tháng 
...,c 11.... ....)..,. 
Ong ay h<;>c a day bao lau rOl? 

Heis been studying here for six months. How long has he been studying here? 

6. 
... ,c,c ,c"....).., 
Ong ay muon mu~ cuon sach do m<;>t tuan. 

He wants to borrow that book for one 
week. 

... ,c 11.... ' .... 7. Ong ay a day ba ngay nua. 

Heis going to stay here for three more 
days. 

8. Ông ãy d~ng & dó hai gid r~i. 

Heis been standing there for two hours. 

~ (ông ây h<;>c b dây) sáu tháng r~i. 

(Heis been studying here for) six 
months. 

Ông â y muón mu~ cuón sách dó bao lâu? 

How long does he want to borrow that 
book? 

.... ,c,c ,c")"').., 
D~ (ong ay muon mu~ cuon sach do m<;>t tuan. 

(He wants to borrow that book for) one 
week. 

.... ,c 11.... .... .... 
Ong ay a day bao lau nua? 

How much longer is he going to stay 
here? 

Da (ông ãy & dây) ba ngày nua. 

(Heis going to stay here for) three more 
days. 

A ;.f , 2' ,...,... • 
Ong ay dling a do bao lau rOl? 

How long has he been standing there? 

D~ (ông ã y d~ng & dó) hai gid r~i. 

(He's been standing there for) two hour~ 
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M. Transformation Drill 

1. Tôi ddi. 

11m going to wait. 

2. Ông ây di. 

HeIs going. 

30 Tôi thây • 

1 see it. 

4. Ông ây b l~i dây. 

HeIs going to stay over here. 

5. Ông Phó Tlnh-Tru&ng den. 

The Deputy Province Chief is coming. 

6. Tôi an cái dó. 

11m going to eat that. 
A ~ ~ , ~ 7. Ong ay uong cai nay. 

HeIs going to drink this. 

8. Ông Bính làm cái n~y. 

Mr. Binh is going to do this. 

Tôi ddi du<?,c. 

1 can wait. 
,.. ,( . 
Ong ay dl dudc. 

He can go. 

Tôi thây du<?,c. 

1 can see it. 

"" ,( \I .'" Ong ay a l~l day du<?,c. 

He can stay over here. 

Ông Phó Tlnh-Tru&ng den du<?,c. 

The Deputy Province Chie~ can come. 

Tôi an cái dó du<?,c. 

1 can eat that. 
~ ,.( ti< ,." Ong ay uong cal nay du<?,c. 

He can drink this. 
'" , , , . ~ 

Ong Blnh Iam cal nay dudc. 

Mr. Binh can do this. 
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N. Substitution Drill 

1. He can speak I Vietnamese I. A " '. Ong ay nOl tiêng Vi~t du?,c. 

2. I English tiêng Anh 

30 French tiêng Pháp 

4. Chinese tiêng Tàu 

50 Cambodian tiêng Cam-Bót 

6 0 I Lao . ,.( , 
tleng Lao 

70 I Thai tiêng Thái 

8 0 Southern [Vietnamese] tiêng Nam 
dialect 

9. I Northern [Vietnamese] tiêng Bãc 
dialect 

10. Central [Vietnamese] tiêng Trung 
dialect 
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o. ResEonse Dri11 

1. Tôi ddi dudc. Con ông? ~ tôi d~i không àu~c. . . 
I can wai t .• And you? I can't wait. 

2. Tôi dc:c duç>'c. Con ông? D~ tôi àc:c không àu~c. 

I can read. And you? I can' t read. 

3. Tôi b l~i àu~co Con ông? D~ tôi b l~i không du~c. 

I can stay over. And you? I can't stay over. 

4. Tôi den du~c. Con ông? D~ tôi den không àu~c. 

I can come. And you? I can't come. 

5. A. , • ,... 

TOl an cal nay duç>'c. Con ông? D~ tôi an cái nay không du~c. 

I can eat this. And you? I can't eat this. 

6. Tôi 1àm cái dó dudc. Con ông? D~ tôi 1àm cái dó không àudc. 

I can do t ha t • And you? I can' t do that. 

70 Th~ sáu tôi di duç>'c. Con ông? D~ th~ sáu tôi di không duç>'c. 

I can go on Friday. And you? I can't go on Friday. 

8. Tôi nói tieng Pháp duç>'c. Con ông? D~ tôi nói tieng Pháp không dudc. 

I can speak Frencho And you? I can't speak French. 
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P. Transformation Dri11 

1. Ông di không? 

Are you going? 

2. Ông bán cái dó chua? 

Have you sold that yet? 

30 ông an gl? 

What are you going to eat? 

4. Tôi ng~i b dâu? 

Where am I going to sit? 

5. Ai 1àm cái nay? 

6. 

70 

Who's going to do this? 

"',( ,(" 

Ong ay muq,n cuon nao? 

Which one (i.e. book) is he going to 
borrow? 

" ,.< ,.r Sao ong ay biet? 

How come he knew? 

8 0 ông d~i bao 1âu? 

How long are you going to wait? 

9. Ông ã y nói tiêng Càm-Bót, phãi không? 

He's speaking Cambodian, right? 

Ông di du~c không? 

Can you go? 

Ông bán cái dó dudc chua? 

Have you been ab1e to se11 that yet? 

.... '\ 
Ong ãn gl du~c? 

What can you eat? 

"'. "'.? '" TOl ngol â dau du~c? 

Where can I sit? 

.' , . '" Al Iam cal nay du~c? 

Who can do this? 

"',( ,(" 

Ong ay mu~ cuon nao dudc? 

Which one (i.e. book) can he borrow? 

Sao ông ãy biêt du~c? 

How cou1d he know? 

Ông d~i bao 1âu du~c? 

How long can you wait? 

ông ã y nói tiêng Càm-Bót du~c, phãi không? 

He can speak Cambodian, right? 
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Q. ResEonse Drill 

1. Ông dgi du~c không? Da dudc. Tô i d <;ii du<;ic. . . 
Can you wait? Yes. I can wait. 

20 '" ,.( Ong ay an du?c chua? Da raio 
Ao tII'l ,.... 

Ong ay an dudc roi. 

Can he eat yet? Yes. He can eat already. 

30 Ông di du?c, phài không? D~ phài. Tôi di dudc. 

You can go, right? Yes. I can go. 

4. ".. " , . '" "-Ong lam cal nay du?c khong? D~ dugc. A ." , • '" TOl lam cal nay dudc. 

Can you do this? Yes. I can do this. 

5. '" A A ,.( 

Ong keu ong ay du?c chua? Da roi. A • ,.. /\.".t '" • TOl keu ong ay du<;iC rOl. 

Have you been able to call him? Yes. I have been able to call him. 

6. Ông di rudc ông Minh du~c, phài không? D~ phài. Tôi di rudc ông Minh du?c. 

You can go and pick up Mr. Minh, right? Yes. I can go and pick up Mr. Minh. 

7. Ông ây nói tiêng Vi~t du~c không? D~ du?c. Ông ây nói tieng Vi?t dudc. 

Can he speak Vietnamese? Yes. He can speak Vietnameseo 

8. Ông ây bán nhà du~c chua? Da roi. '" ,.( " ~ . Ong ay ban nha du?c rOl. 

Has he been able to sell [his] house Yes. He has been able to sell [his] 
yet? house already. 
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R. Response Dri11 

1. Ông dgi dugc không? 

Can you wait? 

2. ông dên du~c, phãi không? 

You can come, right? 

3. ông bán xe du~c chua? 

Have you been ab1e to se11 [your] 
car yet? 

4. ông nói tiêng pháp dugc không? 

Can you speak French? 

5. ông 1àm cái nay du~c, phãi không? 

You can do this, right? 

6. Di Can-Thd bàng xe hdi dudc chua? 

Is it possib1e to go to Can-Tho by 
car yet? 

A ~ , • ~ A 70 Ong uong cal nay du~c khong? 

Can you drink this? 

8. Tôi ng~i b dây du?c, phài không? 

I can sit here, right? 

Da không. Tôi d~i không du~c. 

No. I can't wait. 

D~ không (phài). Tôi dên không dudc. 

No. I can't come. 

D~ chua. Tôi bán xe chua du~c. 

No. I haven't been ab1e to se11 [my] 
car yet. 

D~ không. Tôi nói tiêng Pháp không du~c. 

No. I can't speak French. 

Da không (phài). Tôi 1àm cái nay không 
"dudco 

No. I can't do this. 

. '" , . Da chua o Dl Can-Thd bãng xe hdl chua du~c. 

No. It's not possib1e to go to Can
Tho by car yet. 

Ao A .,.t , .,... ,., 

D~ khong. TOl uong cal nay khong du~c. 

Noo I can't drink this. 

D~ không (phài). ông ng~i b dây không du~c. 

No. You can't sit here o 
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s. Response Dri11 

1. Ông d~i mUdi phút dugc không? Da mudi phút thl tôi âdi du~c. 

Can you wait for ten minutes? [If it's] ten minutes, then I can wait. 

2. Ao , • '" A Ong an cal nay du~c khong? D~ cái nay thl tôi an âlidc. 

Can you eat this? [If it's] this, then I can eat it. 

3. Ông muon di Nha-Trang không? D~ Nha-Trang thl tôi muon di. 

Do you want to go to Nha-Trang? [If it's] Nha-Trang, then I want to go. 

4. Ông nói tieng Anh du~c không? D~ tieng Anh thl tôi nói du~c. 

Can you speak Eng1ish? Eng1ish I can speak. 

5. A .~ A .~ A 

Ong blet ong Hleu khong? Da ông Hieu thl tôi biet. 

Do you know Mr. Hieu? Mr. Hieu -- I do know. 

6 0 Ông có xe hdi không? Da xe hdi thl tôi có. 

Do you have a car? A car -- I do have. 

7. A ~ .~.A A 

Ong muon h~c tleng Vl~t khong? Da tieng viêt thl tôi muon hoc. 
o. • 

Do you want to study Vietnamese? Vietnamese -- I do want to study. 

Ông muon g~p ông Minh không? Da ông Minh thl tôi muon gap. 
o 

8 0 

Do you want to see Mr. Minh? Mr. Minh -- I do want to see. 
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EXERCI SES 

lo Practice the Basic Dialogue with appropriate variations in the time expressions. 

2. Using a model clock as a visual aid, practice asking and answering questions pertaining to • 
time. 

3. Practice asking and answering questions pertaining to how long a person has engaged,or did 

engage, in a particular activit~ and how much longer he will continue. For example, check on 

how long someone has been here; how much longer someone is going to study Vietnamese; how long 

someone studied French; how long someone has been working in Vietnam; etc. 

40 Practice asking and answering questions pertaining to the foreign language proficiencies of 

members of the group. 

5. Ask someone: 

a. if he can read English. 

b. ir it's possible to go to Nha-Trang by bus. 

c. if he can speak Cambodian. 

do if he has been able to go to Da-Nang yet. 

e. if he can speak Northern Vietnamese. 

f. how you can go to Cho-Lon. 

g. when you can see Mr. Rai. 

h. where you can eat. 

i. who can study here. 

j. where you can wait. 

Give an appropriate answer for each questione 
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USEFUL PHRASES FOR EMERGENCIES 

1. Watch out! or Be careful! Coi chltng! 

2. Hurry up! Mau lên! 

3. Follow me! Di theo tôi! 

4. Stand back! D1Íng lui ra! 
? 

5. That's dangerous! Nguy-hiêm! 

6. Don't! Dltng! 

7. Don't there! " lai "" go near Dung ganI 

8. Don't shoot! " bful! Dung 

9. Hold it (i.e. Don't do Khoan dã! 
that yet) ! 

10. Help! Cllu tôi vÓ'i! 
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VIETNAMESE-ENGLISH GLOSSARY 

The following list contains all of the vocabulary introduced in this text. A number 

immediately following an entry refers to the lesson in which it first occurs. Entries 

are listed according to traditional Vietnamese order: A Ã Â B C CH D D E Ê G GH GI H I K KH 
A 

L M N NG NH O O d P PH Q R S T TH TR U U V X Y. The traditional order for the tone marks 

is as follows: a á à à ã ~ (with a used to represent any syllable). 

ai who? 5 
Ông dó lã ai? Who's that 

Ai có? Who has it? 5 

an eat 6 

.K 

2 ay 
'" .K 

hem 
2 ong ay 

bà ay shew 
2 

'" .K co ay sheg 
2 

ba three 8 

bà w you ; Mrs. 1 

bà ay shew 
2 

bà dó that woman 5 
bán sell 6 

bàn table 8 
bao lâu how long (of time)? 

bao nhiêu how much? 8 
báo newspaper 3 

- A -

(man) ? 5 

- A -

" - A -

- B -

12 

m f anh you· 1 
.K m f anh ay he· 2 

anh dó that fellow 5 

tiêm an restaurant 4 

.K m f anh ay he· 2 

.K W f 
ch~ ay she· 2 

, ",.K m 
cac ong ay they 2 

bay 10 

máy bay airplane 10 

bày seven 8 
bfulg by means of 10 

bfulg xe hdi by car 

bên side 4 
10 

bên tay m?t on the right 

biet know 6 
4 

bót cành-sát police station 4 
bôn four 8 
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các (pluralizer) 1 
, A m ) cac ong you (plural 1 
,... w ( ) cac ba you plural 1 

các cô you
g 

(plural) 1 
, h m.f ( ) cac an you plural 1 
, h. w.f ( ) cac c ~ you plural 1 
, A".( m 

cac ong ay they 2 

cái (counter for units of inanimate 

objects) 6 

cam orange 11 

cám dn thank [you] 1 

cành-sát police 4 
bót cành-sát police station 4 

cây (counter for units of plants and 

trees, pencils, pens, guns, etc.) 11 

có there is; have 3 
Có h?p qu~t không? Are there any 

matches? 3 
ông có hªp qu~t không? Do you have 

chão hello; goo dbye 1 

chi youW• f 
1 . 

h w.f ch~ ay s e 2 

ch~ dó that woman 5 
chiec (counter for units of vehicles) 

11 

- c -

- CH -

a match? 3 
A , '\ 

D~ khong co g~. You're welcome. 3 
coi look at 6 

con (counter for units of animals) 11 

con 1 

Càn ông? And you? 1 

cô youg ; Miss 1 
A ".( g 

co ay she 2 

cô dó that girl 5 
cü is old (of things) 7 
c~a belong to 11 

Chiêc xe hdi dãng kia c~a ai? Who 

does the car over there belong to? 11 

Chiec (c~a) tôi hu roi. Mine (i.e. 

my car) has broken down. 11 

cÜllg also, too 1 

Tôi cÜllg m~h. r'm fine, too. 1 

cuon (counter for units of bound 

volumes such as books, albums) 11 

chín nine 8 

cho let; allow; permit 8 

ông cho tôi coi cái dó. Let me see 

that. or May r see that? 8 

eh,?, market 4 
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ch~-nhut Sunday 9 
"l • 

chuân-tudng brigadier general 5 
'1 

chuân-úy 3rd lieutenant 5 
ch~c (counter for units of tens) 8 

nam ch~c dtng 50 piasters 8 
chúng ta we; us (including person 

addressed) 10 

chúng tôi we; us (excluding person 

addressed) 10 

d~ (introductory word of respect) 1 

dãi is long 7 
d& is bad-tasting 7 

- D -

- D -

D~i-Di~n MY American representative 11 

d~i-tá colonel 5 
ã~i-tu&.ng general 5 
d~i-úy captain 5 
dãng kia that place over there 4 

, '" ~ ~ o , Co h9P qu~t a ãang kla kla. There 

are [some] matches right over there. 3 

Dãng kia lã trUdng hoc. (That place) . 
over there is a school. 4 
Dãng kia lã ông HAi. Over there is 

Mr. Hai. 4 
Chiec xe hdi ããng kia c~a ai? Who 

does the car over there belong to? 11 

chua yet?; not yet 6 
Ao H°'< d '0' h ung leu 9C cal do c ua? ••• D~ 
chua. Has Mr. Hieu read that yet? 

••• No, not yet. 6 

6ng Hieu chua d9c. Mr. Hieu hasn't 

read [it] yet. 6 
ch~g nào when (in the future)? 10 

" ,,'" o ~ Chung nao ong dl Can-Thd? When are 

you going to Can-Tho? 10 

dUng use 7 
d~a coconut 11 

ãâu where?; what place? 4 
" 'tT'::: ' ~ ... Trudng vo-Tanh a dau? Where's Vo-

Tanh School? 4 
ãây here; this place 3 

Có h9P qu~t & dây. There are [some] 

matches here. 3 

Dây lã trudng hoc. This (place) is . 
a school. 4 
Dây lã ông HAi. This is Mr. Hai. 4 

ãen arrive; come 6 

ãi go 5 
'" ,( o '" '" Ong ay dl ãau v~y? Where's he 

going? 5 
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ông ãy di Biên-Hoa. He's going to 

Bien-Hoa. .5 
ông ãy (di) l~i d~n Nghla-Quân. He's 

going to the Popular Forces camp. 

di (sentence-final in affirmative 

commandsjsuggestions) 

(ông) mua di. Buy it!; How about 

buying it? 7 
dó there, that place 3; that .5 

Có hªp qu~t b dó. There are [some] 

matches there. 3 
Dó lã trUdng VÕ-Tánh, phài không? 

That (place) is Vo-Tanh School, 

right? 4 
Dó lã ông Hãi, phãi không? That's 

Mr. Hai, right? 4 
ông dó that man .5 
cái dó that (thing) 6 

doc read 6 

g~o (milled) rice 3 

ghe sampan 10 

ghe máy motorized sampan 10 

gl what? 2 

Ông tên gl? What's your name? 2 

.5 

- G -

- GH -

- GI -

"'" do ãn food 3 
d~n lính military post 4 

"'" "ti A don Ngh1a-Quan Popular Forces 

camp .5 
d~ng (counter for piasters) 8 

"'" "'" dong-ho watch; clock 3 

dÇii wait 7 
dÚTlg stand 7 
dttng don' t! 7 

(ông) d~ng mua cái dó. Don't buy 

that! 7 
du?,c is O.K.; can, is able 

Cái nay du?,c. This one is O.K. 7 
ông cho tôi mU?n, du?,c không? Let 

me borrow [it], O.K.? 11 

Tôi ddi dudC. I can wait. 12 . . 
dUdng street 4 

dUdng Lê-L?,i Le-Loi street 4 

g~p meet; encounter; see (people) 9 

ghe chair 10 

, ,~ " . Co gl â day? What lS there here? 3 
'" " Da khong co gl. You're welcome. 3 
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giã,y paper 11 

gi6i is good 1 

Ông m~nh gi6i không? How are you? 1 

gid (counter ~or units o~ hours) 

hai two 8 
hay or 7 

C'o ~ ~t h ~ th O al nay to ay xau? Is lS one 

good, or bad? 7 
heo pig 11 

hoc study 7 
h'2 o Ol ask 9 

h~i 
h~i nào when (in the past)? 

Ông g~p h~i nào? 

kêu call 9 
kia 

When did you 

9 

- H -

- K -

dãng kia that direction, over there 3 

khách-s~ hotel 4 
không (sentence-~inal in yes-no 

questions 1; negative 3) 
Cng m~nh gi6i không? How are you? 1 
A ' Â Â Â ung co h9P qu~t khong? ••• D~ khong. 

Do you have a match? ••• No. 3 

- KH -

mã,y gid what time? or how many 

hours? 12 

bôn gid 4 otclock or ~our hours 12 

see [him J? 9 
ông ay di h~i mã,y gid? What time 

did he go? 12 

hôm 9 
hôm qua yesterday 9 
hôm chÚ.-nhvt 

'" , '" hom th1i may 

past)? 9 

this past Sunday 

what day (in the 

h9P qu~t matches 3 

9 

hu is out o~ order, is damaged 11 

kla 

& dãng kia kla (located) right 

over there 3 

Tôi không có h9P qu~t. I dontt have 

[any] matches. 3 
Dó là trudng VÕ-Tánh, phâi không? 

••• D~ không (phâi). That (place) 

is Vo-Tanh School, right? ••• No. 4 
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- L -
là (copula) 

Dó lã trUdng VÕ-Tánh, phài không? That 

(place) is Vo-Tanh School, right? 4 
l~i 5 

ông ãy (di) 1~i den Nghla-Quân. Heis 

going to the Popular Forces camp. 5 
làm do 6; work 12 

mai tomorrow 9 

manh is strong; is healthy 1 

ông manh gi6i không? How are you? 1 . 
máy bay airp1ane 10 

mãc is expensive 7 
mat . 

bên tay m~t right hand side; on 

the right 4 
mãy how many? 8 

mãy cái how many units? 8 
mãy gid what time? ~ how many 

hours? 12 

nào 8 
cái nào which one? 8 
ch~g nào when (in the f'uture)? 9 
hei nào when (in the past)? 9 

nam f'ive 8 

- M -

- N -

1anh is cold 7 
;., 

lôi 

Xin 13i. Excuse me. 

1fun very 7 
xãu lfun. 

very bad. 

ldn is big 

mÓ'i is new 

mdi invite 

mua buy 6 
,I 

want muon 

[It] is bad. 

7 
7 

7 
9 

6 

mudi (unit of' ten) 12 

hai mudi twenty 12 

2 

or [It] is 

hai mudi Iam twenty f'ive 12 

mudi ten 

mudi môt . 
mudi Iam 

8 

eleven 12 

f'ifteen 12 

mudn borrow 8 . 

nam year; (counter f'or units of years) 

nam ngoái last year 9 

nam nam fi ve years 12 

nay this 6 

cái nay this (thing) 6 
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nói say 7; speak 12 

nón lá conical straw hat 8 

nóng is hot 7 
nua more 12 

" (counter ror units or thousands) ngan 
" (counter ror units or days) 12 ngay 

ngful is short 7 
nghe listen to; hear 6 

nghl be off (i.e. be off work); 

rest 12 

nhà house 4 
nhà thudng hospital 4 

,.. m 
1 ong you ; Mr. 

" " hem 2 ong ay 

b be located in or at 3 
b dãng kia kla (located) right over 

there 3 
Tôi g~p b nhà ông Bfnh. I met [him] 

at Mr. Binh's house. 9 

- NG -

8 

- NH -

- O -

- d -

mudi phút nua ten minutes more 12 

bao lâu nua how much longer? 12 

nudc uong drinking water 3 

Nghia-Quân Popular Forces 5 
, . 

ngoal 

nãm ngoái last year 

ngon is tasty 7 
~. sit 7 ngol 

ngudi person 5 

nh6 is small 7 

ông dó that man 5 

b sta.y 12 

b l~i stay over 12 

dn 

9 

cám dn. Thank [you]. 1 
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phài is correct, is right 4 
Dó là trUdng Võ-Tánh, phài không? 

••• D~ phài./D~ không (phài). That 

(place) is Vo-Tanh School, right? 

••• Yes./No. 4 

QU~-Trub.ng District Chief 2 

ra-di-ô radio 8 

ré is cheap 7 
r~i already 6 

Tôi doc cái dó r~i. I've read that 

already. 6 

sách book 11 

sáu six 8 

ta 

chúng ta we, us (including person 

addressed) 10 

tai . because 7 
(t~i) sao how come?; why? 7 

tám eight 8 

tàu thD.y boat; ship 10 

tay hand 4 

- PR -

- Q -

- R -

- S -

- T -

phài must, have to 11 

phài di must go, have to go 11 

Phó Tlnh-Trubng Deputy Province 

Chief 11 

phút (counter for units of minutes) 12 

" forget 7 quen 

ó ;"l ti"< 
Da r~i. Ong ay den chua? ... Ras he 

arrived yet? ••• Yes. 6 
,( .' "'. May gld rOl? What time is it? 12 

rU9ng lúa rice field 4 
rudc pick up (of people) 11 

sân máy bay airport 4 
súng gun 3 

bên tay m~t right hand side; on 

the right 4 
tên name; be named 2 

,.. " , Ong ten gl? What's your name? 2 

ti%m an restaurant 4 
. ).. 

tlen money 3 
tieng language 12 

.,.( • A • 

tleng Vl~t Vletnamese 12 
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.'< tleng Anh English 12 
• ,< tleng Pháp French 12 
• ,< tleng Cam-Bôt Carnbodian 12 
• ,< tleng Lào Lao 12 
• ,< tleng Thái Thai 12 

tieng Narn Southern [Vietnamese] 

dialect 12 

tieng B~c Northern [Vietnamese] 

dialect 12 

tieng Trung Central [Vietnamese] 

dialect 12 

Tlnh-Tru&ng Province Chief 2 

toa d~i-s~ embassy 4 

tháng month; (counter for units of 

months) 12 

tháng tdi next month 9 
tháng trudc 1ast month 9 

thay see, catch sight of 9 
thl then, in that case 12 

- TH -

Mudi phút n~a thl tôi d?i du?c. [If it's] 

ten minutes more, then I can wait. 12 

thieu-tá major 5 
thiêu-tudng major general 5 

tôi I; me 1 

tôt is of good quality 7 
td (counter for sheet-like units of 

paper) 11 

tÓ'i 9 
'" '. tuan tdl next week 9 

tháng tÓ'i next month 9 
nam tdi next year 9 

tuan (counter for units of weeks) 12 
'" '. tuan tdl next week 9 
'" , tuan trudc 1ast week 9 
" t~-diên dictionary 3 

• ,< , 

thleu-uy 2nd 1ieutenant 

thuoc cigarettes 3 

th~ 

th~ hai 

th~ ba 

th~ tu 

th~ nãrn 

th~ sáu 

thú bày 

Monday 9 
Tuesday 9 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 9 
Saturday 

9 

9 

9 
th~ may what day? 9 

5 

231 



I} 

!= 
í" 

8 
< 
gJ 
z 
== g 
;g 
Z 
'"'I 

~ 
o 
"l 
"l 
Fi 
PJ 

cc 

'" cc 

o 

cc 

'" 

trái (counter for units of fruit) 11 

trái 

bên tay trái left hand sidej on the 

left 4 
trãm (counter for units of hundreds) 8 
trâu water buffalo 11 

trung-tá lieutenant colonel 5 
trung-tudng lieutenant general 5 
trung-úy 1st 1ieutenant 5 

,( 

drink 6 uong 

" and, and also 10 va 

ông và ông Ái you and Mr. Ai 10 

v~y then, in that case 4 

- TR -

- U -

- V -

,.. ",.r'::::'? r. 
V~y trudng vo-Tanh a dau? Then where's 

Vo-Tanh School? 4 

xau is of bad quality 

xe vehicle 3 
xe buyt [local] bus 

7 

10 

xe do [interprovincial] 

xe hdi car 10 

xe l&a train 10 

- x -

bus 10 

trvc-thang 10 

máy bay tr~c-thang helicopter 10 

trudc 9 

tuan trudc last week 9 

théng trudc last month 9 

trUdng h9c school 4 
trudng VÕ-Tánh Vo-Tanh School 4 

? ,( 
truó'ng ap hamlet chief 4 

ông ay di dâu v~y? Where is he 

going (like that)? 5 
viêt pen 3; write 6 

viet chl pencil 3 
vdi with, accompanying 10 

vdi ông Dtic with Mr. Duc 

xe máy bicycle 10 
, ,.. 

xe may dau 

xe tãc-xi 

xe xích-lô 

motorcycle 

taxi 10 

pedicab 10 

xin ask for, request 7 
Xin 18i. Excuse me. 2 

10 

10 
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FSI Language Publications available from 
Superintendent of Documents 

Washington, D.C. 20402 

BASIC COURSES 

Amharic (Units l-50), $2.25 
Amharic (Units 51-60), $2.50 
Cambodian (Units 1-45), $2.00 
Chinyanja (Units 1-63), $1.75 
French (Units 1-12 and 13-24) $4.00 per set 
French Supplementary Exercises (Units 1-15), $3.25 
Fula (Units 1-40), $2.75 
German (Units 1-12), $2.00 
German (Units 13-24), $1.75 
Greek (Vol. 1), $1.75 
Greek (Vol. 2), $1.00 
Greek (Vol. 3), forthcoming 
Hebrew (Units 1-40), $2.50 
Hungarian (Units 1-12), $1.25 
Hungarian (Units 13-24), $1.75 
Kirundi (Units 1-30), $2.75 
Kituba (Units 1-35), $2.25 
Korean (Vol. 1), $3.00 
Korean (Vol. 2), forthcoming 
Lingala (Units 1-24), $1.50 
Luganda (Lessons 1-94), $2.25 
Moré (Units 1-48), $1.75 
Serbo-Croatian (Units 1-25), $3.50 
Serbo-Croatian CUnits 26-50), forthcoming 
Shona (Units 1-49), $2.50 
Spanish CUnits 1-15 and 16-30, a set), $7.50 
Spanish CUnits 31-45), $3.25 
Spanish (Units 46-55), $2.50 
Swahili CUnits 1-150), $3.00 
Turkish (Units 1-30), $2.25 
Turkish CUnits 31-50), $2.25 
Twi (Units 1-20), $1.25 
Vietnamese (Vol. 1), $1.75 
Vietnamese (Vo1. 2), $1.50 
Vietnamese Familiarization Course 
Yoruba (Units 1-49), $1.75 

Finnish Graded Reader, $4.50 
Hungarian Graded Reader, $3.75 
Indonesian Newspaper Reader, $1.75 
Modern Written Arabic, forthcoming 
Spanish Programmatic Course Instructor's Manual, $0.75 
Spanish Programmatic Course Student Workbook, $2.25 
Swahili - General Conversation, $0.75 
Swahili - Geography, $0.65 
Thai - Reference Grammar, $1.25 
Yoruba Intermediate Texts, $1.25 

Supplies of alI publications listed are limited, and prices are subject to 
change without advance notice. Rules require remittance in advance of ship
ment. Check or money order should be made payable to the Superintendent of 
Documents. Postage stamps and foreign money are not acceptable. 
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